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 A belated Merry Christmas.  Our 2009 historical calendars are in and selling fast 
for $8.00.  We have had ten copies of Our Memories Are Warm books copied.  These 
also make great gifts.  The price is still $50.  Our membership dues ($10) is due January 
lst, as is Judy Slocum’s Blossom news ($5).  
 
 Peggy Scimone wrote to us that her mother, Jane Doig, turned 92 last July.  She 
would love to hear from old friends.  Her address is 2000 N. Rampart, Apt. #221, Las 
Vegas, NV  89128.  Dick Sorensen sent the following:  “Good friends are the rare 
jewels of life, difficult to find and impossible to replace.”  Please send us your e-mail 
addresses again.  We found some to be outdated.  My new one is pioneer.30@live.com 
 
 The following have passed away since our last newsletter: 
 
  Luther Raymond Decker     82     November 14 
  Richard S. Shelden      86     December 3 
  Rae Ann Drewlow      73     December 22 
 
 In place of our fall trip, our president Pee Wee suggested that the gals join the 
guys in cleaning the grave markers and tombstones on an October day.  After working 
three hours alongside of the guys, we decided this was a ‘man’s job’. 
 
 Illinois Central Train Wreck 1901 -- “On a twenty below zero mid-December 
night at about midnight passenger train number four, known as the Omaha Special, 
headed for Chicago and a heavy freight number fifteen in route from Chicago to Freeport 
collided head on.  This happened east of River Road killing at least eleven, possibly 
twelve people. 
 
 Due to the cold weather the passenger train was three hours late and running fast 
to make up time.  The freight was supposed to take the siding at Irene to let the Special 
pass.  There was a night operator at Irene and when he saw the freight pass through 
without stopping he telegraphed Rockford to hold the passenger, as there was no night 
operator at Perryville, but the passenger train was already heading east out of Rockford.  
As the Rockford Register stated “The trains were doomed when they passed Rockford 
and Irene.” 
 
 While speeding toward each other preparations were being made to care for who 
would soon be dead or dying.  The Rockford operator set in motion preparations to send 
a relief train to the scene with railroad personal, three doctors, and provisions to help 
possible victims.  The relief train left Rockford at about 2 am stopping at Perryville to 
wake up the operator and from that point the glare of a large flier could be seen. 
 



 

 

 The conductor of the passenger was riding in the smoker and reported that 
without warning the rear of the car went up in the air and the seats were ripped from the 
floor and slid to the front trapping, the passengers beneath them.  We said neither train 
sounded a whistle.  The cars piled up upon each other and the boiler of the freight engine 
exploded.  The wooden cars took fire which quickly spread and cut off all avenues of 
escape. 
 
 Before the relief train arrived the survivors were loaded into the way car 
(caboose) of the freight train.  An engine from the east took them back to Irene and then 
back to the wreck scene where they were transferred to the relief train.  This train took 
them back to Rockford where they arrived at about 4 am.  The injured were taken to the 
Rockford Hospital and the uninjured were taken to the Nelson Hotel at the expense of the 
railroad. 
 
 Of the injured, one man lost an arm and another had a severe cut on his head.  
The rest of the injuries were relatively minor.  The dead consisted of both of the engine 
crews and those trapped and burned in the cars of the passenger train. 
 
 The engines collided with such force as to turn themselves around 180 degrees to 
point in the direction from which they came.  The sudden stop ripped the baggage car 
roof off and it flew over the top of the engines and landed on the outer bank of the cut. 
 
 The monetary loss of the wreck was estimated at $200,000 which does not seem 
to be high until you take into account another story on the same page of one of the 
papers.  It stated that Miss Lillian Norten who was superintendent of postal finance in 
Washington was the highest paid woman employee of the federal government.  She 
received a salary of $2,250.00 per year.”     Written by John Larson 
 
 
 
 

Your newsletter reporter,  Beverly (Oberg) Scholz 
6645 Fincham Dr.,  Apt. #307,  Rockford, IL  61108 
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