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“August hangs at the very top of summer, like the highest seat of a Ferris wheel when it pauses in its 

turning. The weeks that come before are only a climb from balmy spring, and those that follow a drop to 
the chill of autumn, but the first week of August is motionless, and hot. It is curiously silent, too, with 
blank white dawns and glaring noons, and sunsets smeared with too much color.”  
         ― Natalie Babbitt, Tuck Everlasting 
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The following have passed away since our last newsletter:  
         

   Mary A. Lofquist         76 July 2016  
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Memories shared from Jan (Purvis) Bentley 

 As I recall from Mom, Joan (Knox) Ronk, they moved to Cherry Valley when she was about 9 years 
old-~1929.  Grandpa Knox was in the feed and produce business. Some of the land where the log cabin is 
now (across from the library) was used for growing the vegetables.  They also had a hatchery- mom never 
did like eggs as a result!  Grandpa started the trucking business, with one truck.  Grandma Knox would stay 
up late to check drivers in.  Mom was sent to the Cherry Valley Bank with deposits down the ‘back way’ on 

Elgin St.  Grandpa also raised dogs for a time. His trucking business eventually grew to include many trucks 
and three terminals.  It became Knox Interstate Motor Service. 
 Mom told of childhood pranks “stealing” corn and watermelon from Thornton Bauman, and him 

shooting a shotgun in the air.  Supposedly she helped put a buggy up on a roof one Halloween, and fondly 
remembered being allowed to ring the school bell for the days start.   
 In the big white house, which later became a nursing home, there was a fire when she was growing 
up.  She recalled the firemen throwing her cedar chest out the window, and one volunteer named Robinson 
stopping to read the Declaration of Independence as he was fighting the fire.  They must have done a good 
job, as the house survived.  Mom, along with her brothers, Vince and Wendell were active in sports.  Mom 
told of the boys playing basketball up in Oberg Hall and having to shoot through the rafters.  I remember the 
Hall as a good place for Boy Scout potluck dinners.   
 Mom was active in the Methodist Church Choir and Women’s Circle.  She worked on the 

Community Chest and helped get the park started in Cherry Valley.  Grandpa and Grandma Knox watched 
the softball games all summer from their car parked by the now Historical Society Building.  The teams 
from Rockford were very good. Though we lived outside of town, we frequently came in to play or stay 
with friends.  The soda fountain, gas station, barber shop, hardware store, and the ball games were also 
regular stops.  I remember going trick or treating all over town with friends and no adults.  Everyone knew 
everyone, and looked out after one another.  I still call Cherry Valley my “hometown” and enjoy walking in 

the park when we are in town visiting.  I fondly remember Cherry Valley as a great place to grow up in 
more innocent times (or at least we thought they were). 

http://www.goodreads.com/author/show/1954.Natalie_Babbitt
http://www.goodreads.com/work/quotes/1955922
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Bauman Park –Then and Now 
 

 



 

 
 
 

The first photo was taken while the lake was under construction by Lyle wilt, when he was enjoying his 
pilot’s license.  The 2

nd photo and the little “Jewel of a small town” article were found on the internet on 
TripAdvisor.com.  The park is enjoyed not just by the people of Cherry Valley, but the surrounding areas as 
well.  There is always someone casting a line to see what’s biting that day, and people strolling around the 
lake.  From the beautiful views, to the 4th of July fireworks it really is one of the Valley’s most sparkling 

features.   It is almost time for the Annual Cherry Valley Festival days down in the park.  August 26-28 the 
park will be a Mecca for fun, food and games.  Whether it’s the music, the nickel scramble, the muddy 

money pit, or the carnival area, there is something for everyone to enjoy in the Valley’s end of summer 

celebration. This will be the 28th year for the festival which fills Bauman Park to the brim with 3 days of 
food and activities. So what’s your favorite ‘fair food’? 
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We’d like to express our appreciation to John Falzone at Cherry Valley Garden Center for donating the 
lovely flowers in front of the Historical Museum this year.  Frank Horn and his grandson got them all 

planted and mulched.  They look beautiful! 
 

.................................................................................................................................... 
 

 
 

 
Editor…. Pam Jeske      (golfnsew@aol.com) 

Please feel free to drop a line, add some content, share some stories either to my e-mail,  
the Historical Society’s e-mail (cv . h i s t o r i c a l 8 6 @ f r o n t i e r . c o m ) 

Cherry Valley Historical Society, Box 266, Cherry Valley, IL 61016 
Or stop by, leave a note …have a chat with a member! 

mailto:golfnsew@aol.com
mailto:cv.historical86@frontier.com
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Thank you to the Cherry Valley Village Hall for their wonderful support and assistance. 

And to CV Methodist Women group for their sponsorship. 
Please let our sponsors know you saw their advertisement in the newsletter, we appreciate them! 

 


