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1sT.PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH OF BeLviDere, Iti.. 1889,50 YEAR CELEBRATION
HISTORY BOOK: IN IpA PUBLIC LIBRARY BACK ROOM. LAST PAGE HAS A
L1sT oF OUT OF TOWN VISITORS. '
REv. & Mrs. T.C. EasTon oF NewArk., N.J.
Rev. D.R. Eppy ofF BrockprorT, N.Y.
REv. & Mrs. EuGeNe H. Avery oF VINTON, JOWA.
REv. & Mrs. T.A. Ropinson oF WImMNEBAGO, ILL.
ReEv. & Mrs. H.D. Jenkins.D.D. oF FrEeporT, ILL..
Rev. S.L. Conpe oF RockrForp, Itt..
REv. ProfF. H.M. WHiTney oF BerLolT, Wisc,.
ReEv. James B. ANDREws oF HEBrRON. ILL..
ReEv. A.G. DunsrForD OoF MARENGO, ILL.
Rev. L.H. FosTeEr ofF PopPLAR GrOVE, ILL..
MR. & MrRs. Wm. HArRveY oF RockForn: ILL..
MR, MaTTHEW HARVEY OF RockFoRD, ILL..
MrR. & Mrs. N.C. THompson oF RockrorD, IrLL..
Mi1ss NormA THoMPsoN oF RockrForD. ILL..
Mr. & MrRs. THoMAs BucHAnAN OF RockrForD: ILL..
Mr. CHARLES McGLASHEN OF RockrorD, ILL..
Mrs. IDA STAnNBRO oF RockrorD, ILL..
Mrs. & Miss GreEGORY ofF RockrorDp, [Li..
Misses JeEnNIE & Anna McGrecor oF Rockrorp, ILL.
MR. & Mrs. C.M. Avery ofF RockroRrD, ILL..
MRs. Geo. PoweLL oF Rockrorp, ILL..
MR. & MRs. JAMES GREENLEE oF ARGYLE, ILL..
MrR. JaMeEs JaMeEs PIcKeEN oF ARGYLE, ILL.
MR. & Mrs. JoHn Prcken ofF AReyLe. ILL..
MR. & Mrs. Awnprew McDowaLp oF ARGYLE, “IiL.. -
MR. DAviD Prcken oF ArRGYLE, ILL..
Mr1ss MARY Picken oF ArRGYLE, ILL..
MR. JoHN McEcHran oF ArcyLE: ILL..
Miss MAGGIE PIcken oF ArcYLE, ILL.
MrR. Mrs. Joun THompson oF CaALepaniA. ILL..
MR. RoBERT THompson ofF CALeDONIA, ILi..
MR. & Mrs. RoBerT Henperson of CaLeponia, TrL.
MR. JoHN HEnNDERSON OF CALEDONIA, ILL..
MrR. JAaMES KeLry ofF CaLeEDoNIA, ILL..
ELper Crouse oF CaLepotia, IiL.

Mr. & Mrs. N.C. Amspen oF Durueue, lowa.
CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE




WM. P. CuLrerRTsON OF FuLToNn, ItL..

MR. & MrRs. W.D. Avery ofF CHrcace, ILL.

Mr. & Mrs. L.D. CoLrLins oF CHicaco, Iti..
Mr. & Mrs. OrLANDO CurTIs OF CHicaGo, JLL.
MR. & Mrs. C. B. .Houmes-oF CHicaco, ILL..
MR. & MRs. J.C. Dick oF CHicaco, ILL.

MR. & Mrs. JoHN Yourt of CHicaso, [LL..
MRs. W. W. FuLLer oF CHIcAGO, ILL..

Mrs. ELLEN Apams of CHicaGo. ILL.

Miss Lizrie HoLmes oF CHicaGon, ILL.
CHARLES PARKHILL ofF CHiCcAGO, ILL.

MR. & Mrs. James LeonArRD oF CLinTON, lowa.
MrRs.Loursa Frsk oF WAveERLY: lowa.

Mrs. L. N. Seaman ofF MiTcHeLL, DAKoOTAS.
MrRs. Dr. SToNE OF BerLorT, Wisc.

Mrs. Heven A. Peck ofF BeLort, Wrsc.

Miss JosepHINE A. Pecx oF Berorrt, Wisc,
MrR. & Mrs. A. M. BuakesLey oF Rock Istanp, ItL.
MR. & Mrs. MeTcALF oF MARENGO, ILL.

Mrs. H.B. Sykes ofF ELkHART, InD.

MR. JoHn Rotrins oF Lincorn. Nem.

Mrs. CHarRLEs CrosBY OF Sycamore, ILL.

LANS ING ANDERDONK OF PoPLAR GROVE, ILL.
H.0. SEARS OF GARDEN PRAIRIE, ILL..

THOSE NOT BEING ABLE TO ATTEND THE 50TH CELEBRATION ARE -
Rev. A.C. SmiTH,D.D. oF GaLena, ILL.. ' T
Rev. M.F. Howie oF ATcHIsON, KANSAS.

REv. H.M. CurTis OF FLINT, MICHIGAN.

Rev. J.H. Winpsor ofF Downers Grove. ILL.

Rev. J.R. SUTHERLAND,D.D. oF PITTSBURG, PENN.

Rev. J.C. THompson of HoLvoke, Mass.

Rev. CorneL1us BreTT ofF Jersey CiTy, N.J..

REv. & MRs. Moses SMITH oF GLeENcoE, ILL.

ProF. H.N. WhiTney oF Berert. Wrsc.

MR. Mrs. Dani1eL Jackson ofF CHicaGo, ILL.

Mrs. MarY PiTkins oF CHicaso, IrL.

Miss L1zzie HouMeEs & MoTHER oF CHicaGD, ILL.

Mrs. FANNIE Myers of DecaTur, [rt.
CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE




Mrs. E. N. BusH & ramILY oF BLoominGcTON, ILL..
MrRs. ENOCH & FAMILY oF RockfForD, ILL..

MR. Mrs. J.W. LAWRIE OF MARENGO., ILL..

SPENCER RISING & FAMILY oF LenA, ILL.

Miss Mary E. NasH & MoTHER oF MorGAN ParRk, ILL.
MRs. EvLi1zaBETH HiceE oF Marenco, ILL..

MRS, MARGARET OWENS & DAUGHTER OF HAMBURG, IOWA.
MR. & Mrs. G. N. SHERBURNE OF EsmonD, DAKOTAS.
Mrs. H. THompson ofF Denver, CoLORADO.

MRs, CATHERINE GoocH oF FooTviLLE, Wisc..

Hon. HenRY BinL ofF NorwicH, CoNnn.

ELper DanieL McEwen oF RockForD: lowa.

Mrs. FANNIE TIiLLOTSON & DAUGHTER oF Ausurn, N.Y..
H.D. WATERMAN & FamMILY OF S7. Louis, Mo..

Mrsc. ITEMS OF GENEALOGICAL INTEREST ARE -

PREVIOUS TO & DURRING 1838 A FEW FAMILIES OF PRESBYTERIANS
& CONGREGATIONALISTS ARRIVED. -

Davip CasweLt FRoOM N.Y. ARRIVED MARCH 1835.

Dea. Ezra MaYy FRoM OLEAN. N.Y.

FREDERICK SHELDON FROM SiLVER CREEK, MICHIGAN IN 1838.
STepHeEN BURNETT FROM SPRINGFIELD, Mass. 1N 1837.

AusTIN GARDNER FROM MASSACHUSETTS.

24 MEMBERS IN 1839 - March 17. -

STEPHEN BURNMETT, REv. Jouw MorriLL, EzrA May., Mrs. Dorcas May,

MrRs. ABIGAIL BURNETT, FREDERICK S. SHELDON, Mrs. HarrIET C.

SHELDON, GEORGE D. Hicks: Mrs. AB1GAIL Hicks, AusTIN GARDNER

MrRs. Mary GarbpnER, Aaron H. Bruvrines, Davip CASWELL, CHAUNCY
BrisToLL, MRs. Louisa Rorrins, Mrs. Mary C. Dumots. Mrs. MAR1A

L. Fisk, Mrs. JurieT Giuman, Mrs. Hannad Broop, -Mrs. Rurena McBripe,
Mrs. NANCY HALE, Mrs. RutH CunwineHAM, Mrs. Lovina May, Miss ApaLInE
E. SHELDON, MRS. GILBERT.

MR. GARDNER DIED IN 1843,

Rev. MrR. MoORILL LIVED NEAR ROCKFORD.

CoL. JOEL WALKER CAME FROM PEACHAM, VT. &

ARRIVED IN SUMMER oF 1839. He HAD BEEN HERE IN June ofF 1836
EARLIER.

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE




REvV. MR, WRIGHT DIED IN OCTOBER 1849.

REv. Erasmus D. WitLrs oF Rockrorp p1ep Nov. 12, 1880.

Rev. ELEAZER T. BALL oF MECKLENBURG, N.Y. cAMe 1N JuLy 9,
1859.

Rev. DanteL CLARK OF FREDONIA, OQHIO DECLINED A CALL In 1855.
Rev. Henry B. Houmes oF AnponveER, Mass. came 1y 1855.

Rev. Davip R. Epoy oF Wenona, Iri. caAme 1n 1863.

Rev. Hewry M. CurTis oF OLean, N.Y. came 1n 1880.

REV. MATHEW F. HOWIE OF ATCHISON, KANSAS ACCEPTED A CALL.
Rev. Joun CLARK HriLL oF ST. Lours, Mo. came 1N 1888.

LISTS OTHER MINISTERS ETC.. INF.. (Sge 1889 pook).

CoL. JoeL WaLker preED JuLy 1855,

Deacon Davip Dickey came rFrom Corumsus, CHeNnANGO Co.. N.Y.
Deacon SipNEY AVeErRy piep Fes. 17, 1888.

Seymor Gookins prep June 20, 1879.

JoHN W. LAWR1E MOVED TO NEAR MARENGO, TLL..

Henry D. WATERMAN MOVED TO ST. Louls: Mo..

ITsaac T. WiTBeck D1eED June 1885.

Rovat N. WRi1GHT waAs BORN AT Hanover, N.H. €ct 14, 1811 (FuLL-
NAME WAS RovAL NATHANIEL WRIGHT).

CHARLES FANNING wAS B@RN IN N.Y.C. JuLy 22, 1822. His FATHER IN
Law 1IN N.Y.C. was Lucrus HarrT.

Rev. ELEAZER T. BALL'S OBITUARY 1T sAYs Is IN THE N.Y. EvanceLIsT
(papEr) ofF AucusTt 1855. He was Born 1w Orance, N, J. 1n 1809.

THe 100 YEAR ANNIVERSARY BOOK SHOULD BE FOUND & XEROXED FOR THE
LIBRARIES COLLECTION. -

- -

ProFessor H. M. WHiTNEY 1S AT BerLor7 COLLEGE.

See 1853 LIST OF MEMBERS & YEAR THEY JOIMED THIS CHURCH. 1y THE 1853
MANUAL BOOK AT IDA PUBLIC LIBRARY.

Martin William Johnson
514 W, Menominee
Belvidere, \L 81008
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INTRODUCTORY.

RELIMI;\'A.I{Y arrangements having been made by

9 ment of committees (see page 2 of cover), the preparatory work
was completed in due time. Fourhundredinvitations were sent abroad.
The work of devoration was elaborate and in good taste. Heavy ropes
of evergreen were suspended from the ceiling in the center of the andi-
torium to each corner, and from a point above the desk to the lamp-
posts on the corners of the platform. Large U'nion flags were draped
on the gallery and orchestra fronts, shaded with evergreens. Potted
plants and flowers ornamented the window-sills, while the altar and
platform presented the appearance of a greenhouse. Conspicuous upon
the wall, in rear of the pulpit, were the dates

13232 -1L.38339.

The plates ou pages 2 and 3 are taken irom pencil skeiches drawn
from memory by John A. Rollins, a grandson of the cwuer of the log
house at the time of the organization of the church. On an easel by
the side of the pulpit, were ten portraits of those who had been pastors
or supplies during the fifty vears.

In response to the invitations. ahout1 0Opersons from abroad were

present at some portion of the exercises. (For names see paze 2 of
cover.)

the appoint-

The proveedings, as shown on tlhe following pages, were in aceord-
ance with the program adopted by the committee.
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PROCEEDINGS,
/

SATURDAY MORNING—First Session.

At half-past ten o’clock a large congrezation assembled to share in
this first hour of devotion, Rev. J. C. Hili, the acting pastor, presiding.
After singing hymns No. 34, 102, 675 in *“Songs for the Santuary,”
and prayer by the leader, Rev. David R. Eddy, of Brockport, N. Y., a
former pastor, read the first chapter of the 1st Epistle of J ohn, and
commented thereon in part as follows: First, calling attention to the
promise “where two or three are gathered togetherin My name there am
I to bless them.” Wenot only come in the name of J esus, but we havre
been gathered by Him. -That name is precious. He is both host and
guest. Jesus is in the midst; He is the center, and we, though un-
worthy, are gathered by ¥im. The memory of the past is precious.
We have all been unfaithiul, but the blood of Jesus Christ cleanseth
from all sin. Itis our privilege to plant our feet upon the solid rock,
and all that He is is ours. His acceptability is ours. The union is the
closest that can be; closer than husband and wife. We are here as His
guests; e has gathered us. We are also the host, and heis knocking
for admittance as a guest, desiring to be received, and we may rest in
Him. His salutation is, * Peace be unto you.”

Singing two verses of hymn No. 756 was followed by prayers, and
remarks by Dr. Foote, J. M. Glasner, Mrs. D. W. Lacey, J. G. Stevens,
Mrs. Walker, Dea. James Kelly, Rer. E. H. Avery, Rev.D. R. Eddy,

Francis Sager, John Thompson, N.C. Amsden and E. W, Warren. Sing- -

ing No. 958 closed the devotional exercises, after which, Rev. J.°C. Hill
gave the following v

ADDRESS OF WELCOME!

To-day completes the fifty years. It is a long time. Of a thousand
persons of all ages alive fifty years ago, only about forty are alive,
to-day. Itiswellforusto mark the day, not only for ourselves, but

for those who may be here at the centennial celebration.,

. -
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FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH, BELVIDERE, ILL,

The jubilee in the Mosaic economy was a glorious time of rejoicing.
It took its name from the fact that it was heralded by a grand blowing
of trumpets made of rams’ horns. The English word, I am convinced,
is really jubile, which is almost the exact Hebrew word, and this form
1s found in the best editions of the old version, and in the revision.

Everything took a new start from the year of jubile. Debts were
cancelled, alienated estates were restored, servitude was ended.

These past fifty yvears have been wonderful years to our country. A
terrible national disgrace has heen wiped out, but it took an equally
terrible war to do it. And now the struggle is on with another dis.
grace. No matter how dark the outlook may be in the war with the
saloon, in looking back over these past fifty years we can see thata,
great work has been done in temperance reforns.

It has been an era of an increasing fraternal spirit amony all
denominations of Christians. Antagonism has ceased; co-operuation
has begun. We have at last begun to compass the world with eran-
gelistic movements. The ratio of the inerease of the Christian chureh
is to-day greater than it has ever been before since Apostolie days.

hen look at the world-wide study of God’s Word ! To-day we rejoice
in all this, and thank God for it.

In these services we will recount with thanksgiving the history of
this church, and irom the suceesses of the past take fresh courage and
begin the new period with renewed hope and energy

I do not know that any of our historians have thought to malke
note of the faflures and mistakes of the past half century. There is
value in recounting these, as well as exulting in successes. One thing
about the inspired history of God’s peopie that shows its Divine origin,
is the large space that is given to the minute details of the failures and
sins of the people. If no note is made of these to-duy, let us each, with
a look back on our own lives, God’s grace helping us, resolve on a more
perfect walk with Him, and thus. with each one’s life conformed to the
spirit of the Gospel, we will avoid the mistakes of the past and make
future successes greater than all that has hitherto been attained.

This is a time of jovous reunion, and it is my oy to welcome those
who have so kindly come irom a distance to help us in our joy. The
joy is theirs as well as onrs. Tt is & mutnal joy.

The blessings of this reunion will Le in exuct proportion to our
faith. 1f we merely make it & time of self-gratulation, the Lord will
rebuke us; butif we thank Him for His te.der mercies in sparing us,
notwithstanding our miserable service, and in true contrition ask Him
to make the new jubile of years full of jorous service for His glory,
then we will Le truly Llest,

Elder Henry W. Avery, chairman of the Correspondence Commit-
tee, then read letters received from the following named persons
expressive of their regrets at not being able to be present, of congrat-
vlations for an existence of fifty vears. and for the prosperity that the
old church has experienced in the past, with the hope of a pleasant
anniversary service and a future of still greater usefnlness:

Rev. M. F. Howie, Atchison, Kan.; Rev. T AL Curtis, Flint, Mich.;
Rev. A, C. Smith, D. D., Galena, Ill.; Rev. J. H. Windsor, Downer’s
Grove, Ill.; Rev. J. R. Sutherland, D. D., Pittsburgh, Pa.; Rev. J. C.

N



8 PROCEEDINGS OF THE SEMI-CEXTENNIAL OF

Thompson, Holyoke, Mass.; Rev. Cornelius Brett, Jersey City, NX. J.;

Rev. and Mrs. Moses Smith, Gleneoe, Ill.; Prof. H. X. Whitney, Beloit:
Wis.; Mr. and Mrs. Daniel Jackson, Chicago, Ill.; Mrs. Mary Pitkins,
Chicago, 111.; Miss Lizzie Holmes and mother, Chicago, Ill. ; Mrs. Fan-
nie Myers, Decatur, Ill.; Mrs. E. N. Bush and family, Bloomington, I11;
Mrs. Enoch and family, Rockford, Ill.; Mr. and Mrs. J. W. Lawrie,
Marengo, Ill.; Miss Mary E. Nash and mother, Morgan Park, Iil.; Mrs.
Elizabeth Hice, Marengo, 11l.; Spencer Rising and family, Lena, Il.;
Mrs. Margaret Owens and davghter, Hamburg, Ta.; Mr. and Mrs. G.
N. Sherburne, Esmond, Dak.; Mrs. H. Thompson, Denver, Col.; Mrs.
Catherine Geoch, Footville, Wis.; Hon. Henry Bill, Norwich, Conr.;
Elder Daniel McEwen, Rockford, Ia.; Mrs. Fannie Tillotson and dangh-
ter, Auburn, N. Y.; H. D. Waterman and family, St. Louis, Mo.

Prayer by Elder M. C. Bentley. Benediction by Rev. D. R. Eddy.
TRecess.

SATURDAY AFTERNOON.

Singing Nos. 122, 821. Prayer by Rev. H. W. Reed. Singing
No. 42.

HISTORICAL ADDRESS
By ELDER HENRY W. AVERY.

The first settlement of what is now Boone county. by representa-
tives of the Anglo-Saxons, was in the spring of 1835, 165 years after
Nicholas Perrott, the first white visitor set foot in Illinois; 164 years
after the Jesuit missionaries, Allouze and Dablon bore the standard
of the cross through Northern Illinois; 163 years after the discovery of
the “Great Father of Waters” by Joliet and Marquette; seventeen
vears after the state constitution was adopted, and seven and a half
years after the first Presbyterian Synod in IHinois was organized.

A band of Pottawatomie Indians, the remnant of a large and pow-
erful tribe, had their encampment a little west of what is now the city
of Belvidere, near the ford of the river. After beholding with expres-
sions of sadness and regret the arrival of the whit¢ €migrants with cat-
tle and implements of hushandry,.and witnessing their pasture grounds
being overturned by the wonderful, mysterious mgvements of the plow,
they held their final council meeting, sung their la’st song, whirled in
the giddy mazes of their last.dance, and with sorrowful countenances
that seemed to say, we must seek another home, bade farewell to these
“ Elysian fields,” and their much loved Kishwaukee, in Auguss, 18335.
At that time two counties, Cook and Jo Daviess, comprised this north-
ern part of the state, extending from the lake to the Mississippi river.
The nearest postoffice wasChicago, and the nearest mill was at Ottawa.

v . s

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH, BELVIDERE, ILL. 9

The county of Boone was organized and its bovndaries established
in1886. Asarule
RELIGIOGS ORGANIZATIONS

accompany or soon follow ¢ivilization, and so it was Lere. Before the
expiration of the year 1835 religions meetings were held in the log cab-
ins of those early settlers.

’ REY. JOHN S. KING, M. D., -

a Baptist diviae. preacliad the first sermon in the primitive home of
Timothy Casrell, near Big Thunder mills, early in the spring of 1836.
The second sirmon was preached in the more spacious mansion of 8. P.
Doty, by Rev Mr. Breech, a Presbyteriap, of whom Dr. Daniel H. Whit-
ney in his renmuniscences writes as follows:

* AN ENGLISHMAN .

by the name of Breech, a Presbyterian, preached the second sermon.
Over his head nearl:" a hundred winters had passed. He had been per-
sonally acquainted with the Wesleys, Whitefield and Lady Huntington.
His sermon was cne of the ablest I ever heard in the west or atthe
east. He bad traveled with John Wesley, and frequently filled his pul-
pit in London, and partook and exhibited much of that fervent and
earnest spirit that we so naturally suppose to have been characteristic
of tas Mr. Breech denominated him) that great apostle. Notwithstand-
ing his advanced age, he constantly traveled and preached, until the
intensely eold winter of 1837, when he perished on the prairies in Rock
Island county.” The next sermon was preached by

MR. PILLSBURY, 4 METHODIST.

Thus we see that the denominatious that have ever been prominent
here had each an early advocate and representative in the ministry.
The Baptist element predominating,

THE FIRST BAPTIST CHGRCH

was organized by Dr. King at his house, July 24, 1836, with sixteen
members. Their semi-centennial celebration was duly observed in 1886.
Meetings were held at the cabin of Dea, Haskins, northwest of the court
house, and at the double log cabin of Samuel Cates, near the present
residence of Amos Jones, until they erected a bnilling on the corner in
front of the Universalist church, which was used as a church, school
house. cours house and town hall. This free-for-all house was alter-
wards removed, and is now in use as a dwelling lately owned by Ira Hill
Previous to, and during the year 1838, a few families of

PRESBYTERIANS AND CONGREGATIONALISTS

arrived. David Caswell, from New York, came in March, 1833, being
one of the first settlers; Dea. Ezra May, from Olean, N. ¥, loeating on
Bonus Prairie; Frederic Sheldon, from Silver Creek, Michigan, in 1838,
locating north of the Beaver; Stephen Burnett, from Springfield, Mass.,




10 PROCEEDINGS OF THE SEMI-CENTENNIAL OF

in 1837, locating on Squaw Prairie, and Austin Gardner, from Massa-
chusetts, locating also on Squaw Prairie.

These had left Christian privileges in the east, witli the expectation
thgt perhaps many years would elapsebeforethey again enjoyed church
privileges under their own organization, but during the winter of 1838-9
they held frequent meetings at the log house of Stephen Burnett, about
three miles north of what is now the city, at which time regular relig-
1ous services, including the reading of a sermon, were conducted. This
house, ].ike others of that day, consisted of one room, accommodating
the entire family, sometimes quite numerous, with frequent additional
pew-comers whao were always welcomed so long as there was lodging-
room upon the floor, and being scantily furnished, seats of boards were
provided as the necessity demanded. From this

DOMESTIC SANCTUARY,

upon each returning Lord's day, sincere prayer and praise resounded,
and here was planted in those early days by these Christian pioneers of
Presbyterian faith, the germ which has during these fifty years grown
into a strong and infinential church, which, with others of different
names, have proven a power in restraining evil and promoting good,
greater according to the financial cost than any other organization,
political or civil, secret or open. )
During this winter they were greatly encouraged by the arrival of

REV. JOHN MORRILL,

a missionary of the American Home Missionary Society, then supported
by both Congregational and Presbyterian churches.

When it became known that a regular live Presbyterian minister
was to preach, the people came with ox sleds, bringing their families
and neighbors six or eight miles. They were indeed lungry for the
preached word, which is the power of God unto salvation té those who
believe its teachings. The question of church organization was soon
agitated, some preferring the Congregational order and others the
Preshyterian. They were generally poor, and roor had a meaning
then, but Dea. May, a firm Presbyterian, ¢ad possessing more of the
needful than any other, with his characteristic stamp of his foot, said

‘‘ THE CHURCH MUST BE PRESBYTERIAN.”

And it was organized as such in that primitive abode of Stephen Bar-
nett, on the 17th day of Mareh. 1859, by Rev. John Morrill, with twen-
ty-four members, viz.: Ezra May, Mrs. Doreas May, Stephen Burnett,
Mrs. Abigail Burnett, Frederic'S. Sheldon, Mrs. Harriet C. Sheldon,
George D. Hicks, Mrs. Abigal Hicks, Austin Gardner,;Mrs. Mary Gard-
ner, Aaron H. Billings, David Caswell, Chauncy Bristol. Mrs. Louisa
Rollins, Mrs. Mary C. Dubois, Mrs. Maria L. Fisk, Mrs. Juliet Gilman,
Mrs. Hannab Blood, Mrs. Rulena McBride, Mrs. Natcy Hale, Mrs. Ruth
Cuanningham, Mrs. Lovina May, Miss Adaline E. Sheldon, Mrs. Gilbert.

At the same time Ezra May and Austin Gardner were elected elders,
and Mr. Gardner was chosen clerk of the session, which office he held
until his death in February, 1543. The first vecords of the church are
in his handwriting. There are now supposed to be living four of the

. FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH, BELVIDERE, ILL. 11

original members, ove only living in Belvidere. There are also four
others now living here, and present members of this church, who were
present at that organization. Articles of faith and covenant, with the
form of admission o the church were then adopted, and notwithstand-
ing the modifying and liberal tendency of church standards, have re-
mained unchanged, and are the forms in present use.

This was the second Presbyterian church organized within the
bounds of the Presbytery of Freeport; Galena first, having been organ-
ized October 28, 1881, three years before the organization of the First
Presbyterian church in Chicago.

RET. MR. MORRILL,

who lived near Rockford and had supervision of other churches, sup-
plied this churel: but half of the time until April, 1840. As a mission-
ary his support was principally from the Missionary Society, but
their resources were then very limited, and whatever could be supplied
by the people was much needed and gratefully received by him.

One young man, not then a church member, having a little wheat
not quite No. 1, and Chicago being so far away that any corner that
might have a prospective appearance would likely be broken ere the
market could be reached, generously contributed five bushels as his
tithe of the first fruits.

COL. JOEL WALKER, FROM PEACHAM, VT.,

arrived with his family in the summner of 1839. Ha had been here in
June, 1836, when there was but one house to be seen, the celebrated
log tavern of the late Stmon P. Doty, and upon his return to his east-
ern home. he says in his diary, “I thought Squaw Prairie and the sur-
rounding groves the most pleasant place in the state, and as many of
my familyhad settled there, I felt it my duty to return, and was encour-
aged to do so when my daughter, Mrs. Gilman, informed me that a
Congrezational church had been formed at Rockford, with a fine minis-
ter to preach fo them,which chureh I could occasionally attend. But,”
he continues, “in the spring of 1539 what was my joy to learn that a
Presbyterian church had been formed in Belvidere.”

Tpon his arrival e built & more commodious Tog house near Mr.
Burnett’s, which became the tent of meeting until the spring of 1840,
when it was removed to a hall over the then new store built by Col.
Walker upon the ecorner now occupied by Greenlee Bros. and the First
National Bank. This hall, 20x40, permanently seated and made com-
fortable for religious worship alter the manner of Iresbyterians, was
used free of rent for three years. The gruateful feelings that possessed
the hearts of this little band, as they united in the services of dedica-
tion after fifteen months of prairie wandering, can only Le appreciated
by those who have shared in similar experiences. The first sermon
preached in this hall was on Friday, June 4, 1840, by Rev. Mr. Wat-
son, of Roekford, from Mal iii. 10: “Bring ye all the tithes into the
storehouse,” ete. Meetings were continved, two sermons each dayafter
the first, for four days. Preaching by Revs. Watson, Bascom and Mor-
rill. Thr texts of each are recorded in Col. Walker’s diary. That was
not only a dedication, but a “feast of dedication.” Col. Walker further
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says: “This was indeed a happy day for me, and all the church sin-
cerely rejoiced that we had so good a place that we could call

'OUR HOUSE OF WORSHIP.”

The burden upon the hearts of this Christian band was for a leader
and spirxi}ual guide, and the words of Col. Walker are: “I think the
Lord did smile upon us and bless our feeble efforts, for He directed the
steps of the ’

REV. ROYAL NATHANIEL WRIGHT

to this place, who preached his first sermon to vs Aug. 9, 1840, from
Psalms xxxiv. §: 0 taste, and see that the Lord is good.” "

The Presbytery of Ottawa, which then embraced within its bounds
the territory now comprising the Presbytery of Freeport. and had been
organized but four years. met in the consecrated hall June 23, 1841,
and received the First Presbyterian Church of Belvidere upon its roll.
At the same time Rev. Mr. Wright was ordained and installed the first
pastor of this church, with a promised salary of $400 per year. One
hundred and fifty dollars of this was received from the A. H. M. S. and
contioued for four years, $100 the fifth and $50 the sixth, making
$750 in all received by this church from missionaryfunds. At the timz
of this iostallation there were in the village about 275 inhabitants,
and the church membership was 32. The fitst death of a church mem-
ber was that of Stephen Burneft in 1S41. The first revival was in
1843, when twelve united with the chureh by profession at one time.
The tirst death of a member of the session was that of Austin Gardner
;'_n February, 1843, baving taken cold at a funeral, resulting in lung
ever.

The first monthly concert for missions was observed July 6, 1840,
Col. Walker and David Caswell being the only onds present. This was
regularly held for many years, bus, like some other of the worthy
objects observed by our honored sires and mothers, has vielded its pop-
ularity and worth to modern organizations of varied names.

THE SUNDAY SCHOOL

in convection with this church was. as nearly as can be ascertained,
first organized June 6, 1840, on Sunday, the great day of the feust of
dedication before mentioned, Deacon Austin Gardner being the first
superintendent, with three teachers and about twenty-five pﬁpils. The
history of this school, as also the history of the eldesship, will be given
by others. ' °

This hall of worship was freely occupied by other denominations as
they wished, Bishop Whiteliouse of the Lpiscopal church conducting
service and administering communion there, and not hesitating to use
the plain communion set of the humble Presbyterian church.

Two years had not passed before it becae evidens that a larger
room was needed for public religious worship, And on Nov. 4, 1831,
at the first society meeting of which there is any vecord, a committee
was appointed to considér the matter, and at a subsequent meeting,
Nov. 20, it was freely discussed. At that time there were only thirteen .
male members of the church, and those generally quite destitute of
filthy lucre, without which even church buildings caniot arise. The

»
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pastor, eight of the members and two other persons were present—all
males; no inspiration from the “helpmeets.” Two thousand dollars
was the lowest estimate for a suitable church building, and the mem-
bers must, so the record says, subscribe liberally before they could
expect outside help. Each was requested to mark what he would pay.
Not one-fourth the desired amount was pledged, and they were about
to abandon the undertaking, when one offered to double his subscrip-
tion. Another said be “would live in his log house another year rather
than have the project fail,”” and would also double his. The paper was
again passed, and resulted in ten persons pledging $1,000. Would you
like to know the names of these worbthies?

James Bennettb.....coceeeenn......3200 | Joel Walker,..ccccoccnnnernenn. $200
Ezra May,oooeivcicccicieeens 200 | Marcus White,..ccreeeen. .. 100
Thomas Havrh,veecceenccnns 100 | Frederic Sheldon,....... . 50
David Caswell,ceeeeveeerneennnnne 50 | Austic Gardner,.......... .. 50
C. C. Bristol,eecueieeeveciccrcanans 30 | Ansel Benhamn,..crereecrseenaeen 20

This settled the question, and the subscripfion was soon raised to
$1,500 00. Committees were appointed to select a suitable location
and drait plans for the new building. A constitution for the society
was adopted, which provided for a board of three trustees, which num-
ber may De inereased to twelve. Whether this liberal provision was
that the responsibility should be generously shared, or that ambitious
desires for position might be gratified does not appear, but the imme-
diate election of eleven trustees and one secretary must have left but
few unhonored, and the oft-repeated desire that each should take his
turn would seem to have been fulfilled in this first election. Upon the
repord of the commifitees above named, the trustees on the 26th day
of July, 1842, purchased of W. H. Gilman the lot npon which this pres-
ent building stands, for the consideration of $100, and coniracted
with Mr. Gilman’for the erection of a. **brick meeting-house” 36x48
feet, at a cost of $2,250. This was tiae first edifice in Boone county
erected and used exclusively for religious worship, and was formally
dedicated for that purpose in August, 1843.

Iun the erection of this building a plan was adopted which has been
a great source of embarrassment in every chureh where it has been
adopted and practiced. The pews were to be owned and controlled by
the individuals paying their appraised value. When the society, at a
meeting held Oct. 26, 1846, passed a resolution that they wer: 1ble and
ought to be willing to support themselres, and henceforth would ask

/ NO FURTHEK AID
of the A. H. M. Society, it became o serious question how the $400 for
the minister's salary and $40 for incidental expenses could be raised
when the trustees had no control of the pews, either for rental or loca-
tion of others than pew owners. During the next year the problem was
solved by all joining in a quit claim deed, dated July 17, 1847, a copy
of which, with the signatures of . H. Gilman and twenty-seven others,
is upon the society’s record book conveying their respective individual
interests to the society, after which the trustees appraised and rented
the pews. In October, 1849, Rev. -Mr. Wright was called from his
earthly toil to his heavenly reward after a brief sickness, and the echurch
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mourned the great loss of a faithful and beloved pastor zfter a contin-
uous work of a little over nine years, during which time the additions
to the church were 182. This first Presbyterian pastor and Rev. Seth
S. Whitman, pastor of the adjoining Baptist church, were cordial,
friendly co-workers,

““LOVELY AND PLEASANT

in their lives, and in their deaths not long divided,” only by a space of
about four years, and their bodies sleep in adjoining lots in our city
cemetery. They both laid good foundations upon which others have
carefully and successfully built.

In the spring of 1850 i

REV. CHARLES FANNING,

of New York City, commenced his labors with this chureh. At a meet-
ing Sept. 12, 1850, he received a unanimous call to hecome pastor at a
salary of $:50 per annum, and on the 84 day of Oetober he was duly
installed. His relations with the church were exceedingly pleasant, but
because of an affection of the throat, much to lLis regret, he was com-
pelled to resign his pastoral charge and cease public speaking in April,
1854. During his term of service the needs of a larger house of wor-
ship were manifest, and in June, 1853, resolutions weve passed pertain-
ing to the building of a new and larger church edifice, but with his
retirement that matter rested. His pastorate continued four Years,
and the additions to tle church were 118. For a period of thirteen
months the pulpit was supplied in general by

REV. ERASMUS D. WILLIS,
of Rockford, a very energetic, earnest speaker. He fréquently supplied
the pulpit during vacations afterward. He was called to his ‘heavenly
home Nov. 12, 1880.
The next pastor was

REV. ELEAZER T. BALL,

of Mecklenburgh, N. Y. He was called upon recommendation of those
who knew him, without having been heard by the congregation. There
had been correspondence aud several months of delay. TUron his
arrival he preached his first sermon from Acts x. 33.

He was installed July 9, 1855, and but one month elapsad ere he

- too was summoned to ““come up higher,” Jeaving the flock again shep-

herdless and the congregation again in sadness, During his three
months’ sojourn with us sixteen were added to the ghurch membership,
and he and his family had become much endeared $o this people. Plans
were again being perfected for the erection of a larzer house of wor-
ship. But the time liad not yet fully come, and while man appoints
God disappoints, always, however, for good; and in these cases, if
either of the plars had been consummated, the building would have

been yeti too small. For four months the pulpit was supplied by vari-
ous pastors.
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REV. DANIEL CLARK,

of Fredonia, Q., was tendered a eall to become pastor, but declined.
On the 18th of November, 1855,

REV. HENRY B. HQLMES,

Mass., was providentially with wus, and by invitation
gireégl?;)c; ?E’thei;fternuon,pﬁev. Hu.tchins Taylor, then a.' retu‘edH mlmls:
ter of this ciby, having preached in the forenoon. Rev. Mr. Ho me:
was requested to and did remain, and on Deec. 31, 1_Sqo, 311 uninir.r}cguz;
call was placed in his hands to become pastor of this ¢ 1urcl xéxJ 3
salary of $1,000 per apnum. This cgﬂl he, in a forn}al Iet.;ce’:x_ Ot l?ed
20, accepted, and on Wednesday, April 23,1856, he w :Ls'du _xfni.:; ;3. "
the fourth pastor of this chureh, Rev. Josiah Leonard, of 1 x(l? t;?h,
preaching the sermon, Reﬁ I]. L. Ca]rey, of Freeport, charging the

¢ . D. Wiilis the people. . i
pasfﬁr:r gﬁg c‘;‘fe:hzi z')ear the wor?; n'f) rebuilding was azain considered.
It was decided to take down the chureh building then stan@m,q;_, pur-
chase an adjoining lot of M. G. Leonard, and eg'ect the new huilding
upon the two lots. It was resolved to adopt the

.CURI.\'THIAN STYLE OF ARCHITECTURE,

and that the new building, with side and end gallex'xt?s, hafedftoz%atl'n%
capacity for S00 persons. It was resolved th?t; .\\hen ..bl s t‘tr?rr
pledrred"by subscription, the contract was to be let; and at a 1.nee 1 g
in Z\?arch, 1857, the building committee repoytec} the z.uic-e].)tfxlgccla‘od
proposals for mason and carpenter work, when it was fux‘t_ 1exf u:-e; eo_
that the old house be taken down xgrphthh and thp w 01}\ of &1 ec ing
the new building be commenced. While the work oi rebuﬂ(lu;g('1 “L:‘}S° in
progress, the congregation worshipped in what was then eal (;J ) If:uon
Hall, over the store on the corper owned at that time by Enos
TOH{%‘;?ﬁ. all cretat to the sincerity and honesty of the motives of th?
principal actors in this movemens, a serious embarms‘sl;ne?t W ai ;:31
tailed upon the society by again building upon the.sbm .Q .L.X_l{:’ }\1 ¢l

embarrassment still continues in a measure, alshough a ma:lo]u x . ;a e
already survendered their personal interests for the gener A f\}?l are.
The vear 1837 was oue of financial depression and bl.J:S:II]ebS i111111635.
Some of the pledges proved valueless, others for variousy Cfi:asonz ep)re(;
ciated, while the contracts and extra expenses dema.ude. x(rjludc A m;1 (x]‘

than was expected, and as some of us remember the_l elieat-le ; e‘]n.ii. dsv
for moremoney had to be met quite wenerally by th(}se ) ]1(]{ 32; tgl rea )x'_
pledged #s seemed to them liberally. In the work of s'of;cx. a ;nn gﬁt
pastor was ever earnest, as with one or two of the bxe'_};en} 1e }i‘t !

from house to house, from individual to individual. and w ith td ‘el? - e;
peated expressivn,  the King’s business requires haste, m;a @ \“lot}\‘ii
Dis business as the King’s agent. As the building was nea;}l zo{;gg ¢ ‘as
and the necessary funds were not forthcoming, a }oa'n o .> /008 lx]\e s
made at 15 per cent. interest, by means of which th-e\\\ ork w a.s ms; hed,
and the new house was dedicated F ebruary 11, 1858, thlt)a §e11 mon ltor
Psalms lxxviil. 13, and the prayer of dedication both by the pastor,

are, by some of us, vet remembered as being very impressive and sincere. -
3 MY o




16 . PROCEEDINGS OF THE SEMI-CENTENNIAL OF

The pleasure of sitting and worshipping in the new building where
there was room enough and to spare, was a ppreciated, and none mani-
fested more gratitude than our leader, who had been so faithiul and
efficient in all departments of pastoral work. On account of these char-
acteristics as a successful worker, his services were desired by the aspir-
ing Second Presbyterian church in Dubuque, from which he received a
call, and at his request the pastoral relation of seven years’ standing
was terminated December 7,1862. There had been added to the church
during that time 149. His interest in the welfare of this church con-
tinued until his death ahout two years since, and his preaching for us
during the summer of 1882, though he was feeble in body, was with the
demonstration of the spirit, and very acceptable to his hearers.

At & society meeting held July 7, 1859, an auditing committee, con-
sisting of 4. C. Fuller, J. 8. Nichols and J oseph Goodrich, was appoint-
ed to examine all accounts of the trustees and building committee in
reference to the erection of the church building. Their report on the
15th day of August showed the total construetion accour’ o be
$17,115 18, with an indebtedness at that time of $3,737 14+. By re-
peated efforts this was gradually reduced, but it was not entirely liqui-
dated until May 20, 1863, when all incumbrances occasioned thereby
were removed.

REY., DAVID R. EDDY

of Wenona, lllinois, having been recommended by Dr. Robert W. Pat-~
terson, of Chicago, who, in the early days of this church, manifested
much interest in its welfare, was invited to preach for us, his first ser-
mon being delivered March 1, 1863, and he was assisted by Rev. J. C.
Thompson in administering the sacramentof the Lord’s Supper on that
oceasion.

4t o meeting of the congregation on Tuesday, March 10th, the
trustees were instructed to engage him as stated supply for one year,
at a salary of $800.

His labors as such commenced May 10th, and in April of the next
Year he was formally called to the pastorate with a salary of §1,000
per annum, and on April 4, 1864, he was doly installed. Sermon by
Rev. Alired Eddy, of Chicago. Clharge to the pastor by Rev. Isaac E.
Carey, of Freeport; to the people by Rev. M. Strong, of Galena, Rev.
Glen Weod and Rev, E. D. Willis also taking part in the exercises.

In Janvary and Febrnary, 1863, this church was blessed with the
most glorious religious awakening and revival ever experienced in its
history, conducted by the young pastor without any evangelistic as-
sistance. As the fruits of this pentecostal season thore were received
into covenant with the chureh, on Sunday, March 3,sixty-seven persons
on profession of their faith, nearly all of adult age, and many of them
heads of families; twenty-cight of then were at. thatitimebaptized. This
was indeed a memorable day in the history of this ¢hurch.

In 1864, the pipe organ now in use was taken upon trial for two
years, the price of which was $800, one-half being pajd when the organ
was get up in the church, and the other half at the end of two years.
One devout worshipper upon.being questioned as to its merits replied,
I think it the best pipe organ I ever heard ; it makes the least noise.”
With all its imperfections and disorderly freaks, it has done good

service for almost a generation, and i8 now patiently waiting its
“inmocuous desuetude.”

O PO
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In 1865 the pastor’s salary was raised to $1,200, that being the
year when the church debt for the erection of this building was finally
liquidated. i .

At a society meeting held May 6, 1867, there was reported an in-
debtedness for current expenses of $153 21. This caused no alarm, as

the balance was generally on the debit side. Towever, a change in the
financial arrangement was deemed advisable, and a resolutiop was
passed placing the pews at the disposal of the trustees for rental, the
sarrender of which had been obtained for one year for that purpose.
The pastor’s salary was also increased to $1,400. At the next a-nnqal
meeting, May 9,1868,the trustees reported all debts anq expenses paid,
and a balance in the treasury of $12 24. Perhaps this was due toa
blessing following the increase of the salary; perhaps to scmething
else. The result was, however, gratifying, and the following resclution,
on motion of Gen. A. C. Fuller, was adopted: )

Resolved, That the trustees be requested to prepare a wribtien re-
lease of the pew owners, and obtain as many signatures to thg same as
possible before the next meeting. .

How the trustees succeeded does not appear from the record, but at
a subsequent meeting, in 1869, a permanent committee was appointed
to secure said release as soon as it could be done. The chairman of
that committee is yet ready to be interviewed, and hopes to live to see
every seat in this charch free from personal propriety, and subject to
the control of the trustees, by order of the society.

In 18G4, the basement rooms were plastered and made pleasant
and comvenient for church and Sunday school purposes and for social
gatherings, and at a society meeting May 3, 1870, a resolution was
passed declaring it to be expedient that this society own a parsonage,
and a committee was appointed to investigate the matter. Whethex.-
they are still investizating or not does not appear from any reporé
they ever made. Theé surrender of the use of the pews for assessment

by the trustees was, after two years, by many \\'{thdrm\_'n, a_ml various
methods were adopted for meeting the financial obligations, extra
efforts having to be made quite Irequently tc pay arrearages. At a
suciety meeting May 22, 1872, an indebtedness was reported of $300
above all amounts due and uapaid, and a resolution was then ‘a(}opted
that voluntary pledges should be solicited, payable weekly. This plan
resulted the first vear in the payment of all arrearages, all that year’s
expenses, and a balance in the treasury of £269 10. What to do \\:ltll
the surplus was a serious question which no previous administration
had had occasion to solve. The prayer meetings and Sunday school
were using & borrowed cabinet organ, and it was resolved that $125
be appropriated for its purchase, the balance to be used in cleaning and
repairing the church. The organ is still ready for duty though on the
retired list, but the church cleaning and repairing has frequently had
to be duplicated, with the end not yet reached. This plan of securing
‘the annual awount for financial obligations met with such favor that
it has in substance been continued to this time, though not always with
a surp! s that caused anxiety.

THE UNION MEETINGS

in Up. .1 Hall, so productive of good results, were held in Februaryand
Marel, 1870. The pastors of the five churches, viz: Revs. D. R. Eddy,
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N. W. Miger, John Fulton, W. H. Fisher and Samuel Cates alternated
in eonducting the meetings. This was the oceasion of the greatest gen-
eral religions interest and awakening ever known in Belvidere. *The
people had a mind to work,” in union ard harmony. The preaching
of the word was with pentecostal power, and the Holy Spirit made the
application thereof efiectual unto the salvation of many precious souls.

As Rev. Mr. Eddy is here, and will probably speak of his laborsin
conpection with this church, further particulars will be left for him.
Having received a call to the Presbyterian church in Flint, Michizan,
and being very desirous on account of his physieal condition to make
the change of location, his resignation was with great reluctacce, ac-
cepted, and resolutions expressive of afiretionate regurd were passed
and placed upon the society records. He preached his final sermon
July 9, 1872, having been with us nine years and two months,and hav-
ing received into communion of tlie church 313 persous, or an annual
average of about thirty-five, The next, pastor was

- NEV. THOMAS CHALMERS EASTON,

~nd he too is expected to speak of the varied experiences of his pastor-
ate He had assisted Rev. Mr.Eddyin revival work in February, 1870,
by preaching several evenings in succession, and by invitation of the
session, he conducted the services No—ember 10, 1872. At a speeial
meeting of the congregation he was invited to serve the church as pas-
tor elect, with a salary of $1,400. This was aceepted, and he com-
menced such service December 12, 1872.

At the annual society meeting May 22, 1872, before mentioned as
distinguished on account of the unusual surplus, it was voted to in-
crease the salary to $2,000, and during the next year the side galleries
were removed and repairs made to the amount of $750.

Rev. Mr. Easton was installed September 13, 1873. From Janvary
1. 1874 for nearly six months he was unable to predch on account of
severe sickness, but resumed pastoral work in June.

At a special society meeting December 21, 1874, it was decided to
purchase ndditional grounds of Mr. MeMeekin and the Allen lot, for the
erectinn of sheds Jor horses and a park between the churches, which was
done at an expense of £1,200 for tbe land. By arrangement with the
Bantist society the present sheds were located, and the park opened
axn-i oreamented with trees.
in May, 1873, the soviety having failed to raise the amount of sal-

leageed, it was placed at $1,600, and at the end of that year, May,
re was an indiction of another surplus of about $100, which
usnil departure, so serious that a change of administration

i the salary again placed at $2,000.  There was certainly
Le next year, bat by an extra efiort there was May, 1879,
Lie treasury of seventy-eight conts. o -

In fryober, 1579, Rev., T, €. Easton received+a ecall to the First
Prest:yterian churel in Erie, ennsylvania, and resigned his charge
here 1o wecert 1t His final sermon as pastor wa$ preached October
26,1 ‘;‘T;l,l During Lis pastarate of seven years there were added to the
eLuareh N

Y
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REY. HEXRY M. CURTIS,

{ Olean, N. Y., having been recommended, was invited to preach two
Sabbaths, and wns immediately called to lLecon.e the pastor of this
church with a salary of 1,800 per annum. This be accepted,and com-
menced his labors Febroary 15, 1880, and was instalied May 18, 1880.

AT a soriety meeting held February 13, 188, it was resolved to
purchase the propertyy of Mrs Doolittle for a parsonage. This was
done st a cost of §2,200, and improvements made therenn at an ex-
pense of $1,000, which toral amount was obtained by special subserip-
tions. In 1581 the 1all church spire being cousidered unsafe was taken
down.

In November of the sane yeor Rev. Mr. Curtis requested 2 dissolu-
tion of the pastoral relation, that he might aceept a call irom the Pres-
byterian chureh in Fliny, Michigan. This request was granted, and he
closed his short pastorate of one year and nine months, twenty-three
persons having been received as members of the church during that
time. For an entire year the polpit was supplied Ly difierent persons.
Many candidates were heard. but there was not snfficient harmony
among the people to unite in the selection of any one, but in Novem-
ber, 1882,

XEV, MATTHEW F. HOWIE,

of Atchinson, Kausas, aceepted the invitation to supply the pulpit for
one yeur at a salary of 51,500 and the use of the parsonage.

At the annual meeting May 12, 1882, there again appeared a sur-
plus, but it caused no alarm, as it was caused by decreased expenses,
and eleaning and repairing were greatly needed. This was forthwith
done at a cost of $300.

Duriag the year 1883 the pipe organ was removed from the gallery
to the side of the pulpit, with accommodations for a small choir, the
better to lead the congregation in the service of song.

The efiort to obtain the surremder of all the pews to the society was
axain renewed in 1864, but it was not successful.

At the anmual =ociety meeting May 1, 1887, a communication was
received from Rev. Mr. Howie, stating that in consequence of impaired
health he needed a protracted rest of several months, and respectfully
requested that he bie relieved jrom the pastoral duties after the first
Sonday in June. This request was granted, and resoiutions passed ex-
pressing svmpathy for him in his infirmicy, and that the period ol rest
might result in confirmed health, strength and future nsefulness. His
last sermon to his people was preached July 3, 183835, and after two
vears spent in the mountains of Colorado, he was again called to the
church in Atehison, Kansas, that he lefc to come here. During his
brief term of two years and eight months there were added to the
church sixty-seven.

Four monthsof supplies, mostly by candidates, wasnotconducive to
harmony or spiritual growth. At a meeting Qctober 19, 1855, to con-
sider the selection of some one as pastor, Dr. T. II. Clelland was the first
choice, but as satisfactory arrangements could not Le made with him,

REY JOHN H. WINXDSOR

was invited to accept the position of supply with a view to settlement
if desired. In compliance with such invitation he commenced his labors
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November 8,1885. His faithiul pastoral work i3 of so recent date that
it need not be mentioned, but having passed, it has become historic. In

" 18886 a. chorus cheir was organized, with H. C. Boutwell as leader. This

gave new impetus to our singing, the benefit of whish is still manilest.
In the spring of 1S8S the pastor was assisted for three weeks in revival
work by the young evangelist.

C. S. BULLOCK,

to whom our people became much attached on acconnt of his pleasant
manner and earnest words. Quv young people will not soon forget his
faithfulness in denouncing certain practices that, if not sinful in thewmn-
selves, tend to evil, and are detrimental to Christian growth and devel-
opment. There Leing a division of feeling and expression as to the
continuance of Rev. Mr. Windsor's labors, he, according to notiee pre-
viously given, closed his work here Nov. 4, 1888, having supplied the
pulpit three years, during which time thirty-five were added to the
church.

A shepherdless flock with a gloomy ontlook was productive of dis-
couragement from a human standpoint, but, as is citen true in our
helplessness and extremity, God is better to us than our fears. DBut
two Sundays intervened, when

REV. JOBEN CLARK BILL, ‘ .

of St. Louis, Mo., having been recommended by Dr. Sutherland, of
Rockford, preached for us his first sermon Nov. 23, 1858, from Johu
~iv. 16. Whether the result is the literal answer to that petition, or
otherwise, he departed not alterwards. As an gvidence of his accepta-
Dbility, ie has been, without a dissenting voice, ealled to the pastorate,
and arrangements are already perfected for his installation on Monday
next, as a finale to this

SEMI-CENTENNIAL ANNIVERSARY.

We hope and trust this union, if consnmmated, will be of mutual,
lasting benefit to pastor, church, congregation and citizens generally.
Preparations are already being perfected for a thorough repairing and
remodeling of this houst. of worship, improving the style and conven-
jence for ail practical church purposes.

It is worthy of special mention as it is cause for profound gratitude
that this church has experienced many seaSons of glorious revival work,
vizy in 1843, 749, 38,764, '63, 68,770, '72, 75, *70, ’79, ‘54 and "88.
The total membership has been 1,140. The ;present membership en-
rolled is 403, about eighty of whom are non-resident. The oldest mem-
bers of the church., now living, are Mrs. Maria Sears and iss Ann E.
Davis, who both united by profession March! 3, 1843. The oldest male
member is Eli Foote, who united by letter May 3, 1845.

Among the many ministers who have very acceptably assisted the
pastors, or supplied more or less frequently during vacations, are the
following:

Rev. Aratus Kent,
Rev. Mr. Orton,
Rev. Dr. Chapin,

Rerv. Mr. Bascom,
Rev. Dexter Clary,
Rev. Mr. Montgomery,

\\
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Rev. Alfred Eddy,
Rev. Mr. Trowbridge,
Rev. Mr. Gregory,
Rev. Joseph Smith,
Rev. Dr. W. S.Gurtiss,
Rev. Hutchins Taylor,
Rev. Dr. Blackburn,
Rev. Wm. Walker,
Rev. Dr. Hurlbut,

Rev. Josiah Leonard,

Rev. Glen Wood,

Rev. J. B. Soule,

Rev. Mr. Nichols, -
Rev. Cornelius Brett,

Rev. Prof. E. L. Curtis,

Rev. J. C. Thowpson,

Rev. Mr. Illsly.

Rev. Mr. Cherry,

Ilder Lawrence.

Rev. Moses Smith.

A few unconnected items should ulso be mentioned. This church
has not been a fruitfal mother of living prosperous churches. There
have been two abtempts at a separate existence, but being abortive,
were of short duration. The out-zoing was of the two extreme factions
produced by the antislavery agitation. In 1353 a Congregational
chureh was organized by thosewho weredissatistied because this church
would not give expression by resolution or otherwise of opinion con-
demnatory of the tolerance and extension of American slavery.

They huilt the house now oecupivd by the Free Methodists, and
maintained religious worship for about three years, when their meet-
ings were discontinued, and some of them returned to the mother
cl..rch. At a society meeting held Sept. 13, 1856, the pressure became
so grent that resolutions were introduced and passed protesting
against the further extension of slavery and withholding Christian fel-
lowship from those who justify or uphold it. Ia the antumn of 1857 a
few of our members. who claimed dissatisiaction on account of the
resolutions referred to, were at their request granted letters of dismis-
sion for the purpose of organizing a Second Presbyterian church. A
house of worship was provided for them on the South Side, where they
congregated for a few years and disbanded, a part returning to the old
home.

Neither has this church been very frnitful in providing from her
members additions to the Christian ministry. Only one child of this
church has beconte an ordained minister of the Presbyterian order, and
we are kappy towelcome him as o participator in these anuniversary ex-
ercises. One other has entered the ministry in the Baptist denomina-
tion, and five of the female members are known to have become part- .
ners with Gospel ministers. The work of

BENEVOLENCE AXD FINANCE

-

was assigued to another, but at his request is included herewith. No
specific detailed account can be given of our benevolent work, for it has
been from custom rather than from any understanding in regard to it,
upon the principle, ** Let not the left hand know what the right hand
doeth.” No record has been preserved of the amounts contributed o
benevolence or charity. From the first thespiritaud action of the mem-
bers of the church gnd congregation has been to contribute not only to
the regular boards of our church, but to other worthy causes. The
Bible, the Tract. Seamen’s Friend, Missions. Chureh Extension, Educa-
tion, Publication, Freedmen, Miuisterial Relief, Sunday School and
other objects at home and abroad have received a generous response
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;\;};enever presented. What the women have done will be reported hy

em, )
As to the financial Dusiness, it w inv i i

L , 16 would involve a lone uninterestine

array of tigures to present a detailed account of each ybear’s ,x-esourc;;

g;u; ae;};ﬁr;czxtures for the fifty years of orgarvized existence. Suffice it

ALL CURRENT EXPENSES

tfluc been paldd, t:,hf)u;:p not th\'uys with an even balance ot the close of
¢ year, and whatever has been deemed necessary for building ang
other purposes has been fortheoming, though sometimes the drawing
power has been severely tested. Tt g noteworthy that the wnount re.
quired generally has not, materially affected the balanee. The surplus
was not always when the required amount was the least, nor the deficit
when it was the sreatest.  As a rule this ehurely and congresation have
cen harmopxous n all material matters. No root of bi?:m;ness ot dis-
cordant feeling has prevailed to any great extent, and we celebrate this

FIFTIETI ANNIVERSARY
with thanksgiving and praise to our Meavenly Father that “the lines

have falle 5 1 s 5,7 at we he
)zeritugaé .”n to us in pleasant places,” and that we have sueh e goodty

Solo, Calvary,” by Levi D. Coilins, of Chicago.

FIFTY YEARS IN THE SESSION.

By ELDER D. E. FOOTE, M. D.

{F. L. Patton, ). D., the honored President of Princeton Collese, in
a discourse on Presbyterian Principles, says: “The Elders of a Pres-
byterian church are the representatives of the people, appointed by
them, to act for them in the management of their spiritual interests
Our Form of Government, chap. 5, says: “Ruling Elders are prOperI'y
the. representatives of the people, chosen by them for the purpose of ex-
?;gxs:;n’g’:) government and discipline in conjunction.\\;ibh pasters or min-

It can but be of interest in an anniversars'like‘thfs,to recall 3
the names and reputation and character of thoses men who,gi"ro?r{: Itei:::g

to time, have been chosen by the chureh to advise, and to a certain ex-

tent, control its worl and interests. While therefore, 1 i
r I inter . 3 , 1 accept with
pleasure the part assigned me, [ am yetconsciousthut the time gllowed
me is too brief to do ample justice either to the character, or worth, or
worl; ﬁc::{ }Phose men of whom [ am tg speak. ’
; e organization of the churel in 1839, two Ruling Elders wer
elected, Ezra, May and Austin Garduer. ) SU0E Blders were

.,

[y
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Elder Ezra May was a. positive, energetic man; of good mental and
some financial ability, A good bible scholar, and a stannch Presbyte-
rian, thoroughly indoctrinated, be]ieving in man’s total depravity.and
the doctrine of election, with all the rigid adhereuce of old timne Calvin-
ists.

It is said that when the organization of a. church was under discus-
sion, and the question as to what the new church should be, he put
down his foot by way of emphasis, and exclaimed, *We can and must
have a Presbyterian church.” And our church was the result of that
decision. He served as Elder fifteen and a half years, and died Septem-
ber, 1854.

Elder Gardner was called to his reward after a service of only four
Years, during which time he was Clerk of Session, and Superintendent
of Sabbath School, all of whi~h shows the esteem in which he was held
by the chureh. .

Col. Joel Walker was elected Ruling Elder in February, 1841, and
held that position fourteen and a. half vears. His house and his purse
were alike open to secure to the church he loved the greatest prosperity
and usefulness, and in return the church loved Elder Walker, and de-
pended largely upon him for advice and counsel, which always proved
safe and judicious. He was active and prominent in securing the eree-
tion of a church edifiee, the old First Presbyterian Churckh.

His residence, from its convenjent loeation, and his own hospitable
natuare, became headquarters for miiny parposes connected with chureh
work and effort, so that it came to he pleasantly and familiarly desig-
nated the ** Ministers Home.”” In his faithfulness in looking up stran-
gers, in visiting the sick, and in making and reporting his regular offi-
cial-visits, he was an example worthy of imitation. He was called o
his reward July, 1855.

Mareus White was chosen to the Eldership April, 1842. Hewassa
man of good business ability and strict Christian integrity; one who
had his own opinions and strongly maintained them. The wife of Rev,
Moses Smith, who is now President of the Woman’s Board of Missions
of the Interior, is his daughter. He removed from Belvidere Septem-
ber, 1850, having served this church as Elder eight and a half years.

Deacon David Dickey came to Belvidere from Columbus, Chenango
county, N. Y., where he had been for many yvears 2. deacon in the Con-
gregational chureh, very mueh loved and respected. He was-elected
Elder in this church Janoary,1846. Hewasaman of mature judgment,
sweet disposition, and a wise command of language, qualities which he
used for the rood of the chureh during the four years of his service. He
died December, 1850, leaving for his legaey to the ehurch the memory
of his kindly words.

Deacon Sidney Avery was elected J. anuary, 184G, and oceupied that
position until his death, February 17, 1888—forty-two consecutive
Years—a longer term of service than any other Elder in the history of
the church,and during all those years he had the confidence and esteem
of the entire community. His love and devotion to the church was
constant and untiring, and his prayers for her prosperity were earnest
and unceasing. Often have the pastors of the chureh borne testimony
to the comfort, encouragement an-} strength received by them from his
counsel and prayers. Especially was he held in loving confidence and
esteem Ly the members of the Session,amongwhom he was like a father
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beloved. Fatlier Avery he was called, and the tie that bound him to
the church, and the chareh to him, was such as heither time nor the in-
firmities of age could sever, for hie was continued in office by re-elections
long after failing health and strength had deprived bim of the privilege
of public worship in the sanctuary.

Jonathan Mitchell was Ruling Elder for a term of three years,
elected Septemnber, 1850, and serving until his death, which occurred
September, 1853. The esteem in which he was held was shown by some
resolutions passed at a meeting of Session, and published in the Belvi-
dere Standard of November 22, 1853. They are us follows:

“IWaenreas, 1t has pleased the Great Head of the Church,in His wise
providence, to remove from the scene of his earthly Inbor, Eldler Jona-
than Mitehell, & member of this hody, in the full maturity of his useful-
ness; therefore

« Resoived. Thut we bow in humble submission to the afffictive dis-
pensation of Divine Providence, and devoutly pray that it may be sane-
tified to our advancement in the divine life. ’

~ #“2pd. Thatin the death of Brother Mitchell the church has sus-
tained a loss not svon to be repaired, and that this Session has lost
one of its most efficient and useifal members.

#3pd. That we deeply sympathize with the afflieted family in their
bereavement, and that as o testimony of our Jove and attachment to
our departed brother, we will strive to hinitate the consistent Christian
example which slione out 50 conspicuousiy in his daily life and conver-
sation.

- “4th. That the foregoing prezmble andresolutions be entered upoa
our records, and that the clerk furnish a copy Jor publication, alro une
for the jamily of deceased. S. Gooruys, Clerk.”

Theron Linsley was chosen Elder September. 1551, and died May,
1857, after five and o half vears of faithiul service. Zealous for the
peace and prosperity of the church, and faithful to all hier interests, he
was a prace-maker, ever ready with a kind word of encouragement to
the hesitating or timid, and faithiully warning those who were out of
the way, and lovingly leading them back to right and duty. IHe was
one of those of whom Christ said, * Blessed are they. for the” shall be
ealled the sons of God.”

Seymour iogking was clected Ruling Elder September, 1851, and
served in thas capacity three and a half years., He was also Clerk of
Session dering the whale of that time.  He retired from the church by
letter May 3, 1867, and returned by letter March 3, 1878. He died in
Belvidere June 20, 1879,

Eli Foate was chosen to the office of Elder in September, 1851, amd
served thirteen years, when he retired of his own volition November,
18G4, e wax re-called to the Eldership Novbmber, 1869, which posi-
tion he stii! oceupies, making thirty-three yéars of service

John W. Lawrie was elected September, 1551, and retived after nine
years of service November,1880. During his ¢ervice the present church
edifice was erected, and Elder Lawrie was one of the trustees, active and
zealous in pushing forward the work to completion. His faithiulness to
the chureh during those years of effort entitle him to be held in grateful
remembrance. He removed from Belvidere, anil now resides near Ma-

“rengo, McHenry county, UL
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Henry W. Avery was chosen te the Eldership September, 1852, and
has ocenpied that position ever since, making thirty-seven years of con-
tinuous service. With one exception, the longest term of service in the
Eldership. During most of the time also, he has filled the position of
Clerk of the Session. He also has the honor of having been licensed to
preach by the Presbytery. DBrother Avery’s long and successiul work
in the Sabbath school will receive propermention in another paper,and
as he is still with us, his ability and faithfulness ave well known.

James D. Tripp was elected Elder November, 1856. It was largely
through his recommendation and influence that Rev. Eleazer T. Ball
was secured as pastor of this churel, but whose brief pastorate, termi-
nating so snddenly Ly sickness and his untimely denth, threw upon the
whole society a mantle of grief and mourning. Elder Tripp was strongly
attached to this churcli while he lived, and in his Jast hours expressed
his deep solicitude for its welfare. e died November, 1886, having
faithfully served the church as Elder thirty years.

Warrent Pieree was cleeted November, 1855, and served as Elder
three and o half years. He was n warm hearted Christing gentleman;
a man of progressive thought, and whose ambition was to encourage
and maintain every good work; hence, he was strongly opposed to
slavery, and in the advance in all those measures which tended to pro-
mote temperance or other moral reforms.  He was active in church and
Sabbath school, and for some time Superintendent of the Mission Sun-
day schoal in South Belvidere. He removed to Cedar Falls,Iowa, May,
1859, and now lives in Pomona, California. i

Olney Nichols was elected November, 1556. He was active in church
work. Cawme ta Belvidere with the title of deacon, hence 1S mentioned
as Deacon Nichols by Col. Walker in some of his reports of church visit-
ing, 0s accompanying him, and helping him by his prayers some time
hefore the date of his election tq the Eldership. He served in that
capacity five and three-Tourths years, retiring in May, 1862,

Daniel E. Foote was elected Elder in November, 1856. Young and
aveen. and almost a. stranger, yet they put him in the Eldership, and
have kept him there ever since—thirty-three years.

Daniel McEwen was eleeted November, 1857. Removed to Rock-
ford, Towa, in 1867, having served for o period of ten years. He was
held in high esteem, both by the chureh and the community in which he
lived, by his energy and ever ready words and intiuence, doing much to
sustain and add to the interest of prayer meetings and Sabbath school
in his own neizhborhood much of the time.

Samuel Peppr was elected Elder November, 1861, aud served in
that capacity three years, when, by his own request, he was relieved.
e is still un active member of this chureh, which he hos served in otier
ways faithfullv. He was also one of those who in time of his country’s
need volunteered to serve her through the terrible war of the rebellion.
All honor to our nation’s defenders.

Captain Elliot N. Bush was elected Elder November, 1861. He was
also Superintendent of Sabbath school for a short time. Bub enlisted
in the army, receiving his commission as captain of Company G, 95th
Regiment. 1ltinois Volunteer Infantry. September, 1862, Was in AMe-
Arthur's Division, Army of Tennessee. Took part in the charge against
Vieksburg, in which his regiment lost more heavily than any other in
that engagement. He took part in the illiated Sturgis expedition,and

t
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was killed in the battle of Guntown. in which the régiment was nexnrly

"annihilated June 12, 1864. Captain Bush was one of those few who,
while in the field,in the army, remained true to his Christian profession,
and loyal to the Captain of his salvation. His comrades trusted and
loved him, und never speak of him bus in his praise.

Henry D. Waterman was elected Elder November, 1862, and served
three years, retiring November, 1865. He also helped to maintain the
large Mission Sabbath school on the south side of the river, and was
one of its honored superintendents. He was o genial, intellient, Chris-

/ tian gentlemen, and had the confiderve and esteem of the people, young
and old. e removed to St. Louis, Mo., where hie still resides.

. John Yourt was elected to the Eldership June, 1864. Of Irish-
American ancestry, he was a staunch Presbyterian, a quiet, unobstru-
sive, but firm, reliable, devoted, Christian gentlemen, always read y to
respond to the demands of duty or the claims of the chureh, either per-
sonal for work or for financial aid. He was one of those men whose
loss is sever'y felt hy the church, and whose place it is hard to fill. He
died October, 1878, having served nearly fifteen yeass.

. Newel C. Tomkins was chosen to the Eldership November, 1864.
He also was one whom the church delighted to honor, and was faithial
in that which was entrusted to him. Like Job, called to endure trials
more oiten and more severe than usually falls to the lot of men. Like
Job, also, he maintaiued his integrity. He removed March, 1873, and
now resides in the great metropolis of the west.

MartinC. Bentley, called Father Beatley, was elected January, 1866,
He is the venerable member in the Session, being the oldest man now of
its number, and having served twenty-thiree vears, Providence permit-
ting him to remain with us sixteen years more, he will round out his
century. That he is one whom the Lord loves, has been proved by his
triuls and his truthinl enduranee and loving service, and he is also one
whom the chureh Ioves and loves to honor.

Ira Stanbro was elected Elder in October, 1868, and retired.remov-
ing to Rockford, 1il., November, 1872. He was a faithful Elder in the
church and teaclter in Sabbath school. He died in Rockford December,
1880.

Mareus Linsley was elected November, 1872, and retired November,
1875. Ile was vencerable with age when he came amongst us, and

- retired at his own request. Ile was an earnest, honest Christian, and
possessed of & wonderful memory. He would give the age and birth-
day of almost any aged person he ever knew. I{e would relate anec-
dotes of things that had occurred at difierent times in his history,
giving dates and all the minute details. Ilis mind was stored with
interesting incidents that he would relute with great fullness and

accuraey. 2t .

Isaae T. Witheck was elected October, 1874. e was elder ina
church in the Bast before coming to Belvidere, having been chosen to
that place at the age of twenty-seven vears. Ile was a inan of sound
judgment, retiving in his mauner, seldom, if ever, giving his opinion
unasked, yet quick to discern, and correet in conclusion and firm in
maintaining the right as he understood it. His counsel was always
safe and trustwarthy. Ie filled his office twelve years, and died June,
1885. By his death the church lost a tried and valuable oflicer, and
the session a faithinl and mueh Toved member.
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Heaory J. Sherrill was elected March, 1876, and is still serving,
making twelve years. His life lins been spent in the interests of educa-
tion, and he is now officially at the head of that department in this

nty.
can Joel G. Stevens was elected November, 1878, and is still in office,
making a period of ten years. o )

Edwin W. Warren wus elected November, 1886, is still serving—
three years.

Fred 8. Dubois was elected November, 1888S. i .

I bave spoken thus bLriefly, yet as fully as the time allotled me
would permit, of those whe have Lorne the honors and shared the
responsibilitics of the eldership. and have either been called to their
reward or have grone out from us for the service of the Muster in other
tields; and while we recall thelr Jabors and hear grateful testimony to
iheir ability and faithiulness, let us resolve that we will caltivate their
Christian graces and emnlate their noble examples.

Of those who remain to ocenpy their places, we may say they need
no word of commendation from us. We know of their daily walk and
conversation, and, under the existing rule to elect only for a term of
three years. their continunnce in office sufficiently attests the estimate
in which they are held by the chureh. i i

During the pastorate of My. Famning, in the early part of its his-
tory, the church was divided into sections or distriets, one of ‘\\'luch
was assigned to each Elder, and at stated times they were e_gcpect:.-d to
reportin regard to the life and spiritual condition of individuals aml
families in their respective districts. This was repeated in the pastor-

* ate of Myr. Holmes. Special visitations bave been made av difierent

times since, and always with pleasure and profit to both church and
session. ]

One statement I have heard Father Sidney Avery make with a
great deal of evident satisfaction, and I believe it is still true, that
“there has always been unanimity of feeling and aciion among the mem-
bers of the session, to the extent that no important measure Or resolu-
tion has ever been passed by a majority vote. Whatever differences of
opinion there may have been, by interchange of views these differences
have been reconciled. and before final action there has been unanimity.

The session of this church throughout its half century has been
composed of men who have felt the responsibility placed upon them by
the church, and have accepted the instructions given by Paul to Titas:
Titus 1:7-9, and by Péter: Ist Peter, 5:2-3, as their code of morals
and rale of conduct.

“ For a bishop must be blameless, as the ste}vard of G_od; not. ‘self—
willed. no* =onn angry, not given towine, no striker, not given to fiithy
lucre;: but a lover of hospitity, a lover of good men, sober, fust, holy,
temperate; holding fust the faithiul word, as he hath been tavght, that
lie may Le able, by sound doctridie, both_ to exhorb and to (!011\“1-1108 the
gainsayers. Feed the flock of God which is amorg you, taking the
oversight thereof, not by constraint but willingly; not for filthy lucre,
but of a readv mind; neither as being lords over God’s heritage, but
being ensamples to the flock.” .

N
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FIFTY YEARS IN THE SABBATH SCHOOL.

By ELDER J. G. STEVENS.

2“What hath God wrought?” What ereat advaneement the good
people of this great country have made in the past fifty vVears? Not
alone in the agricultural, manufacturing, mechauienl, edueational and
social vealm. Lut also in the manner of condacting Sundaxschools, nnd
of teaching God's holy word. Fifty vears awo the teacher was asked to
hear the class recite their lesson. Now it means a very different thine
to be asked to teaeh i cluss in Suuday school. Then the scholar was
asked to repeat the lesson, usnally seven verses, and no explanation or
comments made on them. Now it is expected that Loth teacher and
scholar, not only know the words. hut ean tell their meaning, and the
]&‘;sr'n‘ls they wre intended to teach. =

Then every school had a lesson of its own. .Now the whole workhl
frenifod as one man in teaching the same lesson on each Sabbath of
the entive year, thus giving to each other the united wisdom of the very
best bible students the world has ever produced. and all plieed at the
dxsp(?sn] of every teacher and scholar who is willine to studv. Then
the Sabbath schools were few aund for apart, and many who were aux-
1nus ta attend were oblioed to wo o lang distance to enjoy the privi]s.-"-o
Now, if the people will, they ean have one in every schoolliouse, in every
church, in every wrishihorhood. Traly this has beconse o great Saly-
Lath school eountry, and Iinois a ereat Sabbath sehool st;lu, Boone
county one of the first in the state, and the Presbiyterian Sunday school
one of the first in the county. i )

From the time of its orgavization, till the present periad, it has
never ceased to call the ehildren together for the study of Gol's holy
word on nearly every Sabbath at the hour of 12 o'elock, noon, during
this long period of nearly fifty vears, and God only can tell what the
resulf of such a faithiul recard of teaching’ will be.

F rom the best rerosds obtainable, we find this Sabbath school was
organized on the Gth day of June, 1810, in the hall built by Col. Joel
W :xllcvr,vg‘\'er ]‘lis store, where now stands the store of Gresnlos Bros
aud the Dirst National Bank. with Deacon Austin ( iardner as supw-intren:
dent, and Col. Walker, Mrs, Walker, aud Mrs. Gardner as teachers, with
twenty-tive scholars in attendance The schiaol aradually in(wa;vd in
numbers, and soon we find the names of . C. Bristol. Bradiord Dean
Mrs, Blu‘od, Mrs. Wright, and Mrs, Fisk among the roll of teachers.

In ¥ ebruary, 1844, the chureh and Sa Lhath ‘school were sorely
afflicted in the removal by death of thelr efficient elder and superinten-
deunt, De‘zu'tm Austin Gardaer. Mr. Alhert Brainard was then elected to
succeed 3Mr. Gardner, bot the responsibility scems t6 hayve rested more
particularly upon Col. Joel Walker, who, from its first oreanization till
Ehe time of his removal by death in July, 1835, took a 5013' active in-
terest i its welfare, and probably no one during this time was more
influentinl in building up and sustaining this church and Sabbath
school than this much loved father in Israel. )
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Mr. N. C. Amsden, now of Dubuque, Jowa, who is present with us on
this anniversary, was elected superintendent in 1844, which position he
held for two years.

About January 1, 1846, Henry W. Avery was elected superinten-
dent, and by several re-elections held the position until 3ay, 1866, a

period of twenty yvears, excepting intervals of a few months, which were _

filled by Messrs. H. P. Woodworth, E. B. Counklin, L. B. Danforth, S.
Gookins, and E. N. Eush.

In May, 1860, Dr. . E. Foote was elected superintencent, and-was
1e-elected for ten consecutive years. Dr. Foote was succeeded by D. D.
Sabin one year; James Leonard one year; J. G. Stevens two years;
Henry J. Sherrill one year; Dr. D. E. Foote one year; H.W. Averyfour
years; Dr. D. E. Foote one year; H. W. Avery two years, and still
serving.

There are many faithful teachers whose names we would like to
have remembered at this time; but the time allotted me will not per-
mit. The name of Deacon Sidney Avery, so long a faithiul and efficient
teacher, will ever be held in grateful remembrance by this church and
Sunday school, as one always to be relied on when wise counsel and
good judgment were needed.

ToDeacon Henry W. Avery mustbe accorded theheonor of serving the
Jongest period of time as superintendent, having acted in that capacity,
with a few months’ exception, twenty-six years, and during this time
has always been very active in i missionary work of this church,
establishing and sustaining Sabbath Schools in the different school
houses throvzhout the county.

To one of our present and most honored teachers, Mrs. H.C. Walker,
we must aseribe the honor of the most continuous work as teacher of
any one ever connected with this school, having commenced feaching a
elass while they were yet in the hall (before the old church was buils),
and with the exception of a very few years has remained at her post of
duty up to the present time. Two of the scholars who were in her first
class are now scholars in our school, one of them having served for sev-
eral years as superintendent of a school in our neighboring village,
Cherry Valley. .

Qur present school consists of H. W. Avery, Buperintendent; Mrs.
H. J. Sherrill, Assistant Superintendent; Miss Hattie L. Foote, Superin-
tendens of Primary Department, assisted by Nettie Murch and Alice

Warren. The teachers at the present time are a noble band of Christian
workers, and are a credit to any school. The present teachers are
Rev. John C. Iill, D. 1. Sabin, H._J. Sherrill, D.E Foote, BE.W.Warren,
J. G. Stevens, Mrs. A. 0, Witbeck, Mrs. H. C. Walker, Mrs. IL..J.Sherrill,
AMrs. AL M. Ruteer, 3Mrs, C Clark, Mrs. Wm. Glasner, Miss Hattie Foote,
Miss Lena Gaylord, Miss Grace Hollinshead and Miss Helonel Sabin.
The vumber of seholarsgiven atourlastreportwas 204, with 28 officers
and teachers, making a total membership of 232. i

e have a large and well selected library, which is kept replenished
from time to time, as is deemed necessary. Several changes have been
made in the music books used in the school, during the last ten years,
and at the present time we are using the “Triumphant Songs,” pub-
lished by E. O. Excel. i

The largest recorded membership at any time is 350, and the pres-
sent membership is 232, a very large proportion of whom are members
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of the church, showing very plainly that the teaching theyhave received
in the Sunday School has been of a thoroughly orthodox nature, and
that the work and teaching of fifty years have not been in vain.
Another marked feature of our School is the large number of elderly
geople who are in attendance at nearly every session. Our school has

een well trained to a spirit of benevolence, so that our contributions
to the home and foreign missions, and other Lenevolent institutions,
have been generous and noble. The past year has noticed a marked
improvement in our contributions over former years.

Since 1883, when statistical records have been kept of all schools in
Boone county, we find there has been added to this church from the
Sunday School eighty-three souls, and at our last communion several
were added to our number, for whom many prayers have been oHered.

Since 1883 this school has given to missions $540.00; to state
$70.00; and for its own support $51-4.75. Its average attendance the
past six years has been 131. :

Five from one class alone have been ealled from the Church Millitant
to the Church Triumphant, these all having given good evidence that
their names were recorded in the Lamly’s Book of Life.

The mission work of +his school has consisted lareely in organizing
and conducting mission schools in the country school houses through
the county. So far as we are able to learn these have been, Mrs. Ali-
gal Burnett in the log house where this chureh was organized with fif-
teen scholars; Henry W. Avery at Flora, Cherry Valley and Beuver;
Garrie W. Sager at the Sager school house; Deacon McCune and Fred
Dubois at the Beaver; 1. N. Bush, H. . Waterman and Warren Pierce
at the school house, South side; C. . Abbe at Graves Corners, and at
a place called the Devil's Half Acre; D. D. Sabin at Graves Corners and
Beaver; J. G. Stevens at White Pigeon, and E. Warren at Rollins’
school honse. .

Thus, for nearly fifty years, the good seed of the Kingdom has been
sown among the children of this community. Harvests of precious
souls have been gathered in; but the far reaching resuits, with all these
combined influences, none but God can tell. One thing is certain, “God
is not slack concerning His promises,” and He has said, “Cast thy
bread upon the waters, and it shall return to thee after many days.”
Then let us all remember, that “As we’ve sown so shall we reap.”
Many, very many are still ont of the ark of safety; many there are for
whom a father’s prayers and a mother’s tears are daily offered at the
Thraone of Grace, that.God would yet bring their loved ones in and num-
ber them among the redeemed. Then there are yet a large number who
have not been even gathered in the Sunday school at all. This ought
not so to be in a Christian community like this. ! -

We dare not conjecture what is in store for the next fifty years; but
if a Jike advancement is attained, may we not hope to see every scholar
in the whole county in the Sabbath school, eagefly seeking to obtain
that pearl of great price, the salvation of their immortal souls, for
such ends let us earnestly pray.

— 1 Do A ngion iEh
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WONAN'S WORK IN THE CHURCH.
By MES. H. J. SEERRILL.

Your pardon is eraved at the commencement of this paper for a
personal allesion.  Two events that, as mile stones, have n}al_'ked inan
especial manner my pathway in life, ave closely, because similarly con-
neeted, and are worthy of mention. Though not, as yet, the aray hairs
which are the erown of glory have appeared on my head, I have never-
theless been privileged to celebrate two semi-centennials, both of which
have been very intimately associated with me, namely: The fitieth
wedding annpiversary of myfather and mother,and now the jubilee year
of this church. The one,standing pre-eminently as the type of all other
institutions, the home, with its hallowed memories. is left to us naw,
more ¢losely allied in comparison o the chureh, as we sing of it, *part
of thathost have crossed the stream,” but it is my strong desire to
record here, that if there are any graces and adornings of the Christian
virtues shown in the lives of some of the women of 1_:2:15 chureh, it is due
largely to her who went so swiftly, yet so surely, irom our midst into
the presence of the King. . )

'R‘his is my first aclﬁiowledgmcnt- of Woman’s Work in the Church
given loyally, lovingly and dutifully to the worth and value of a
mother’s tnfluence. ; o

Woman’s Work in the Church. discussed without any limitation, as
my subject was given me, would cover o large field, but of course time
must make its limitation, hence we hasten at once to aamit him asan
important element in our items of interest. Therefore, ﬁrsp we propose
to find out, if possible, at what time woman’s work for this L:hurch be-
zan. Do you think it was when good Mrs. Burnett, endeavoring to fo’l-
low quaint George Herbert's directions, *“To sweep a yoom as iurboﬂ)s
law, making it and the action fine,” thus tidied her room, hoog up‘hc.,x;
broom, and said: **I am ready for the brothers and sisters to come in. .
Ti that had been the beginning surely the project would bave failed of
suceessful issne.  Think, before ever the removal was made, of the many
anxious thoughts concerning the new home in the far west, where there
was no chureh of one's choice; of the prayers that God would lead the
way for providing the “better sanctumary.” Thus as we trace tfadf
}ink by link we come nearer the time when we see the begmx)nn.g‘?f work
in this church, and will you say that woman had no share in it?

Turning to the record of the organization uf this church, we read
that twenty-four were willing to subscribe with their right hand to be
the Lord’s. Of these twenty-four sixteen were women. Will the breth-
ren take notice, that “in the beginning,” in thatparticular depart-n'xe.nt
of church work where it is one’s duty to count one, the women bore two-
thirds of the burden. Whether we have been able to keep up that fair
proportion or not I cannot tell, Notice, too, that n the organization
of the Sunday school, one gentleman and two ladies are reported as
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being assistants to the superintendent. I should like to malke further
mention of Woman’s Work in the Sunday School, but that, subject: is
in excellent hands, and does not: need ought from me.

After the first church was built, in 1843, and possibly prior to this,
under Mr. Wright’s pastorate, a socizal meeting, which was popularly
denominated a *“ Female Prayer Meeting,>” was begun, convening every
week on Friday afternoon at half past two. These continued for many
years through winter’s cold and summer’s heat, and were helpful in
building up a strong spiritual life in all who were permitted by cireum-
stances, or drawn by inclination, to attend them. These meetings were
finally merged, after the organization of the Foreign Missionary Soci-
ety, into that gothering.

Proceeding chronologically through the annals of our church, a
name now appears which is even at this date often upon the lips of her
devoted and loyal subjects. Though a wife and mother when she came
to this place, she was very young, fresh from her school life, yet pos-
sessed of the wisdom and ‘graces which endeared her to this people by a
bond which has never been broken. Under Mrs. Fanning a Mother’s
Meeting was started, of which Mrs. Seymour Gookins was president.

How helpful the suggestions were which came from those meetings
to the mothers whose little ones were in their arms and by their sides,
is attested by the trembling voice and grateful word of appreciation
which to-day they, who then heard, offer in just praise to her who was
the inspiration and leader in this important work. But have we not
always had just such inspiring ones in the helpmeets of our pastors.
Look at the record.

We began Wright, which with the gentle Fanning started well the
Ball which brought us quickly into our Holmes; even this, however,
did not secure us against the fascinations of the Eddy which whirled us
on, o’er high, yet peaceful billows, past the lighthouses of Easton and
Curtis, not waiting for us to ask How-ie it was, but the favoring
Winds-or, perchance fate, have finally landed us on the gentle Hill. T
know I but voice the sentiment of this chureh when I bear testimony to
the helpful, suggestive, loving, Christian lives these dear women have
lived in our midst, many of them enduring their months of sickness and
sorrow, as those who have learned of Him * who was acquainted with

rief.” )

& If in the division of Woman'’s work in thischurch to them has fallen
that which is most keenly allied to the martyrs, in that they have
passed throngh the fires of unjust eriticism, and the carpings of the cen-
sorious spirit which has at times shown ite unlovely form, even in our
chureh, striking at that which they held most precious in life, still our
Joving tribute to them is, that even these trials have been borne as
“seeing Him whoisinvisible.” God bless with tender i:m‘ior our pastors’
wives. g

In the early days a Jadies’ sewing society was helpful in bringing the
sisters together in a social way, ang while, at that time, by no means a
wealthy and independent church, still they were not unmindful of others
less favored than themselves. Baxesof clothing for the missionary and
his family living “out west” were prepared and sent out, and good
boxes, too, they were, T am told by some who helped do the work, fill
the boxes, and send them on their way, rejoicing the hearts of those to
whom they were destined.
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Sociables, too, were what? a means of grace? I cannot voufh for
that, but I am assored by those who participated in them that they
were worthy in every sense of the word the name they were designated
by. As a resnlt of these gatherings, financially, and cceasionally
through some other means of increasing the revenue, the ladies were
enabled to have quite a fund at their command, which upon the com-

letion of the new church, was used in the furnishing of sofa, chairs,
table, chandelier, and at a little later time, the window blinds. All the
way through the history of this church these incidentals have beexz fur-
nished largely throngh the eiforts of the ladies. Careful records of this
socieby were kept. but I have not been able to gain access to them.
An original member informs me that she can state positively from
memory that it stands in the minutes of said society that at one time
Mr. N.C. Amsden (probably an honorable honorary) offered twenty-
five cents for an idea. Query: Does that show the scarcity of said
commodity in the society, their ingenuity in raising funds, or the rsady
belpiulness of our brothers to *lend a hand” in every time of need?

Perlhiaps the most important and helpful work, both upon us as a
chureh, and upon those whom we designed to help, was the org: “za-
tion of the Missionary Societies. A reﬁe_x influence is always felt hen
any one, or a body of workers, forgettmg_ themselves, send out thex’r
thoughts to those less favored, and stretehing forth the he}pmg‘h:ma,
endeavor even in this feeble way to execute the great command, Go tell.

In 1873,underMr. Easton’s pastorate, and because of his strong de-
sire, a I'oreign Missionary Society was organized. Thefirstpresidentwas
Mrs. Sidney Avery, whose beautiful life, closing only a year ago, has
left to this church the sweet lezacy of the memory of the just. Others,
too, associated with her in the early years of this organization, sharing
alike its toils and its cares, have been gathered home, their prayers, like
sweet incense, having gone out to the ends of the earth. Mrs. Walker
has served as presiding officer a longer time than any other, being four
times chosen.  Mrs. M. M. Rutger, for ten consecutive vears, has served
as seeretary and treasurer. . X .

Though small in number this society has met with great regularity
for the past fifteen years, held its meetingson the second %'nda_v of cach
month at half-past two, the first half hour devotional, fullowed by mis-
sionary intelligence and other interesting literary work, thus setting.
forth the fact that “wisdom and knowledge were the stability of its
times.”” The funds have always been sent to the board, leaving it free
to use as meeded. About 31,000 have been raised. At the secoz_l_d
annual mneeting, Mrs. Baston and Mrs. Sidney Avery were made- life
mewmbers of the W. F. B. M. by the payment of $25.00 each. From
time to time this society has received great inspiration from the visits

of those who have been on fhe foreign field, and of those abont to leave
for their work. Miss Edna Cole and Miss Florence Wishard both v:sx'b_ed
us immediately preceding their departure for Laos, Miss Cole in 15878,
and Miss Wishard in 1882. Miss Cole again visited us during the sum-
mer of 1883, she having returned to this country to regain her health:
which had became greatly impaired by her work, and by the shock
occasioned by the death by drowning of her associate, Miss C}_lmpbell.
Rev. Titus Coan from Persia met with us in January, 1876, and we
have not yet lost the inspiration caused by his earnest presentation of
his labors there. Rev. Mr. Walker has also at several times greatly
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interested us in the Gaboon Mission by his graphic recitals of bis life
- on that field.

Not content with having all the work done by a few, thus confining
the benefits derived from such laborsto a like limited number, the ladies
of the F. M. S. desired to enlist the younger members of the church in &
similar work. Cousequently in September, 1874, another society was
organized, which was called “The Auxiliary Missionary Society of the
Presbyterian church of Belvidere.” It was considered a child of the
F. M.'S., and ab first, reports were made to that society, but in process
of time, like other daughters, it concluded to change its name, and so
became the © Young Lady’s Missionary Society.” But one change did
not satisfy, so “Home’ was added to the title in 1883, and shortly
after “Young’’ was dropped therefrom; since then it has assumed the
dignified appellation, * The Lady’s Home Missionary Society.” More
stable in its choice of officers than in its title, it has been served in
its presiding oftice by five different ladies, Miss Hattie Foote continu-
ingin that positionfor tenconsecutive years. Article 1II of its Counstitu-
tion reads, *“The object shall be to secure systematic contributions for
home missions; also to encourage missionary effort in our church.”

How well we have succeeded in this Jaudable enterprise cannot be
definitely stated. The financial partof thearticle for the Iourteen years
that have elapsed since it was adopted is thus reported: Money raised
by this soriety, $2,030.72—bnt as this amount includes money raised
for repairs which we have put into our own church, and work doge for
our local poor, it cannot properly be classed as work belonging to home
missions. We have, however, done much dishinetively home mission
work, sent boxes to missionaries, aided schools, notably at Park Col-
lege, Mo., and Alaska; helped support a missionary teacher in Ttah,
assisted churches stricken by wind and flood, have never turned a deaf
ear to any entreaty which we could possibly grant, excepting perhaps
in one instancé, where a clergymanmodestly asked a full supply of linen
and broadeloth for himself, 8 grepadine dress for his wife, and 2 mode-
rately lavish outfit for a sisteriinlaw. Asa Home Missionary Society
we draw the line on the sister-in-law.

Fifty years ago an evil was in our community which has grown with
our growth, showing now its hydraheaded monstrosity in every con-
dition and circumstance in life. Especially does it assail the home,
woman’s strongest citadel, devouriog her choicest treasures, ever in-
satiable, ever erying for more, and never crying in vain. It asks, with
every assurance of obtaining its reguest. for our husbands, sons and
brothers, and shall thewomanhood of this church sitwith folded hands
and silent voice while our loved ones are drawn into this terrible whirl-
pool of sin and death? Believing this to be,work needing the couse-
crated energies of every Christian womanin $heland, manyin our church
have turned their thoughts earnestly toward the temperance cause,
thus working for and with Him *“who was sept to bind up the broken-
hearted, to proclaim liberty to the captives, * * * and the opening
of the prisons to them that are bond, to proclaim the acceptable year
of the Lord, and the day of vengeance of our God.” In the name of
our Master, whose we are and whom we serve, remembering the thous-
ands of women who suffer irom this terrible evil, the many helpless
children who mush be rescued, or lost forever to themselves, the nation,
the church, and to God, in their behalf we call upon the women of this
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church to unite in an earnest, continued effort to hold the ground
already won, and move onward to a complete victory over the foes we
fight. A service that many beloved ones of this church have had full
share in, and some are evenn now enduring, is the ministry of suffering
and sorrow. Alas! that in $his department of woman’s work our
brothers have borne share and share alike. Some,like unto their Great
Head, made perlect through suflering, have Jain for weary months
watching and waiting, praying that the time may be short, “until the
day break and the shadows flee awuy.” How sweetly patient these
tried ones have been, how fully they have shown that though **shut
in” they have not been shut away from the comforts and blessings of
our gracious, sympathizing Friend,let those other ones attest who have
endeavored by every gentle ministry found within the realin of woman's
tact and ready helpiulness to alleviate every pain and soften every
SOITOW.

¢ Perbaps the eup was broken here
That beaven’s new wine might show more clear.”

Who can measure the work accomplished by this hallowed band,
the lessons of patience and resignation, of the inner life that is devel-
oped, thus making it almost a surety; as one dear one expressed if,
who went from our midst after years of suffering: “Perhaps I shall be
permitted to nccomplish more in my death than I could have done in
my life.” Another has said: “I believe we shall fiud it to be the general
testimony that those who have the least trouble are the loudest com-
plainers; while often the souls that have been fairly sweptand winnowed
by sorrow are the most patient and Christ-like.” And is not this our
chiefest mission, to show forth the power our Jesus gives us, even over
disease and suffering, *“till He come.”

A recent writer says, music is the vehicle of moral transitions. 1t
is both an accompaniment and a weapon of revolution. This force is
as yebt not hilly comprehended ag a creative and elevating influence
upon the whole being. In this ministry of song many of our numbers
have been efficient and active. They have come to us in our hours of
bereavement and sorrow, when the heart was dulled by its heavy woe,
but which could be touched and soothed by the sweet song of consola-
tion; they have stood by the open grave and made us feel that to be
“gsleep in Jesus” was indeed a “ blessed sleep,” and that in the “Sweet -
bye-nnd-bye we shall meet on that beautiiul shore.” Some of these -
dear voices have failed us, by reason of years the *silver chord” is
weakened, and the once firm tones give forth now the “uncertain
sound.” Others who were ever a delight to us, making musie, in thejr
conception of it, the noble art that it is, elevating our thoughts by
their ardent devotion to it; these baving laid aside every earthly ser-
vice, have tuned their harps anew, and are singing now that wonderful
newsong which the redeemed from the earth alone can learn. T bespeak
for those of our church who are now actively engaged in this ministry
of song, your hearty appreciation of their work, for work it is. Too
often, I fear, this important department of church work is lightly
spoken of. Give it a place in your thoughts, as being one of the most
helpful and elevating of the many divisions of church activities. The
poet, Lowell, says, “One of His sweetest charities is music.”

1 bave endeavored to gather together a few thoughts bearing upon
“Woman’s Work in the Church;” how imperfectly it is done noune

.
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know better than the writer. If the matter should be dropped at this

. point, I should fail signally in presenting the maguitude of this work.

Who can estimate the value, the beauty, the power of woman’s work in
this church for the past fifty years. If we had the “golden reed” with
which the angel measured the Celestial City, we, too, should find that it
lieth four square, the length and the breadth and the height of it are
equal—but who will give us its measurements? Forgive me, brothers,
if I liken it to the nerve tissue of our physical organization, which per-
meates the whole system hy its wonderful ramifications, and reigns
queen over all. The silent. the unknown, the unnamed and unnamable
power of Woman’s Work is my last and chiefest division of this theme.

“Tyurn backward, oh time,’”” and reveal to each one of us what has
been the most powerful motive in forming our characters. Is it some-
thing we can readily and instantly name? Oris it some unseen, mighty
influence which swayed us, now this way, now that, which ab times we
were scarcely conseious of.  Much of this work is yet unfinished, going
on and on,reaching out to eternity. When the mother of sainted mem-
ory brought her young sop into this church, traiuing him in its Suaday
School, being made happy when, in his boyhood, he presented himself
for membership with the church, and later seeing him dedicate himsell
to the service of the Lord, to proclaim the “unsearchable riches:”
when she was aided in this grand training by that other one, also of
precious memory, who, as we have heard him declare from this sacred
desk, laid her hand on his shoulder and said, * Engene, do you love
Christ?*—when these were called up higher, do not their works still
follow them? Then, elsewhere, is just such grand work being done by
one who is—we fondly love to eall him so—a child of this chnrch. We
still have a claim upon him, for did not his baby eyes open to the mys-
teries of this life in our pastor’s home, and though by others he is
called Rev. George Eddy, *“we, the members of this church,” call him
Georcie. I do not need to emphasize again the value of a mother’s
training for you to recognize woman'’s work in this instance.

Five of our dear girls have gone as helpmeets to pastors who were
wise enough to choose them. 1 did not think in time o write these said
pastors for a report of the work thus rendered, but faith in our girls
bids me here state that they have never been founc wanting, and we
are not surprised when we hear thdabt * their praise is in all the
churches.”

Thus a few of the tangled threads of the fabric woven by woman’s
hand is presented for your cousideration. Iacknowledge that many a
name worthy of honorable mention here is omitted because the deed has
been done as “unto God and not unto man,” and He who seeth the
innermost recesses of every heart himself shall reward openly. Inspired
Dy what has been accomplished, dear sister, press onward, and

* Rou¢e to gome work of high and b&ly"love,

And thou ao angel's bappiness ehall know;

Shalt bless the earth while in the world nbove;
The good begun by thee ehall onward flow

In woany a branching stream, and Wider grows
The geed that in these tew and fleeting bours,

Thy hand unsparing and vnwearled sow.
Shall deck thy grave with amaranthiue fiowers,
And yield the fruit divine in heaven's immortal bowers.”
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FIFTY YEARS OF YOUNG PEOPLE'S WORK-

By MRS. A. 0. WITBECK.

Whoever in this assembly has experienced the joy of a family re-
union has not failed to note the many points of similarity to be traced
in this velebration of our church, The long separated members come
together once more under the dearoldroof-tree. The story of joys that
arepast, and anticipated ones that the fature promises is related with a
fervency that but adds zest to the narrntive and causes us to enjoy even
in fuller measure the cup of blessing, “ for a pleasure shared is a pleasure
doubled.” We tell with tremulous voice and bitter tears the story of
our woes,and as we recount the losses and tell-again the number of our
grievons failures, in some mysterious manner the burden lightens, and
never before did it seem so endurable; we have something akin to the
feeling of long ago when mother gathered us into her loving arms and
patientlx listened to the recital of childish griefs that for the time were
overwhelming to our tender hearts, then kissing away every trace of
woe she bade us go bravely back to the world which she knew too well
had presented but the first of its many, many confliets, but in this one
she had routed the enemy and saved the day for the little soldier who
came so near being vanquished. This feeling of comfort, deepened and
intensified, steals into our hearts again when alter the story of sorrow
and failure we cement the Divine with the human power of sympathy,
and realize that “a sorrow shared is a sorrow divided.” e listen with
pride and congratulaticn to the report of splendid achievement, of sue-
cess in the great warfare of life; we bow in gratitude and raverent devo-
tion whils one of the number voices our thanksgiving to the gracious,
all-wise Father, whose tender mercies have fcllowed us year affer year.
We sing again the old songs, and though we are making melody in our
hearts and voices, the unbidden tears course down the cheek and will
nob cease to flow. We gather around the table, and there as nowhere
else do we miss the loving ones who will not mingle any more with us
in these earthly festivals, for they are of the redeemed of the Lord, and
dwell in that Eternal Home. The hour of twilight comes, and while the
shadows deepen, the patriarchal father ventures to wnake known to all
this secret, that the dear old homestead Is about to indergo thorough
repair. His voice at first has the cadence of despair, as remembrance
of old-time associations steals over him; the hallowed memories, and
how mother and he toiled and saved to build it; yet us he talks on and
on, and the shadows deepen, the dear old voice rings out silvery and
sweet as he says: * Well, well. “twas good enough for mother and me,
but now John and Mary have possession, and fhey are not just satis-
fied to begin where we left off; young nnd vigorous, strong and ener-
getic, let them have it as they will, and I bid them God-speed in their
endeavor.”
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Before the day closes, very fittingly and enjoyably there comes the
children’s hour—the recital of their attempts, their successes and their
failures, and as no anniversary is complete without this crowning hour,
I am come to tell you as best I may something of the work among the
young people of this church. One strong thread of argument in favor
of organized Christian endeavor is that the record of work might thus
be carefully preserved. The historian of a half-century wouid have
found an easy task had there been books of record to whickh reference
might have been made and extracts gathered at will; but of the first
half of time there can be found no written record, consequently reliance
has been placed upon the memory of some of our oldest inhabitants,
and it is their authenticity you are asked to credit in certain state-
ments Ixcellent as is this valued authority, it has not been used as
the only means for reviving the record of the effort among those young
in years, at the time the chaveh was formed. It is related of a certain
scientist that his knowledge of the relationship existing between the
scales of a fish was sufficient to enable him to restore a fossil fish from
isolated scales brought to him; another was successful in giving an
entire skeleton and outline of form from o single bone. We must
reverse this order of scientific research, and resolve the perfect and com-
plete whole into its parts. Today in this beloved church we behold an
organization signally blessed of Jehovah. Founded in righteonsness,
when we attempt to follow out individual history, connected with it we
discover that the unwritten and unwritable after all is the real, in all
history, especially in spiritual history. Thinking over, then, the great
host of individual lives that have contributed towards the prosperity
of the church, our lesson in comparative anatomy must be one of invo-
lution; we must take backward steps from parent to child,'must dis-
mantle, dissect, retrace, and classify, till we reach the germ ol that
endeavor, which, in its development, built up in the most holy faith
those early associated with the organization, and laid the foundation
of present prosperity. .

Since an early day the record for counrteous hospitality has been
untarnished. In 1848 this Sunday School sent an invitation to the
school in Rockiord, to come over and join it in a celebration of the
Fourth of July. Meeting at the church a procession was formed which
inarched to the spacious grounds of Deacon Crosby, where an enjoyable
program was presented, after which all partook of dinper, which was
spread and served by the Belvidere School. Honor to whom honor is
due, so let it here be recovrded that as the Rockiord School took the
long drive of twenty-eight miles in open wagons under a July sun, they
furnished an early and positive instance of ““the perseverance of the
saints,” in thus accepting this kindly invitation.

Young people of to-day will do well to remember that they have
many helps to a growth in grace thatwere potirely wanting in the early
day. Then no special service was prepared for them, other than the
Sunday School; scarcely a young people’s prayermeeting. No pleasant
Sunday in June was set apart as Children’s Day, and no juvenile
societies were formed whoze object it was to interest and instruct the
youth in the subject of missions, temperance and general usefulness.
“Their work " largely consisted in the earnest endeavor to comprehend

- a sermon so profound and doctrinal as to be well nigh overpower-
ing to their young winds, which, unlike their libtle bodies, were not

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH, BELVIDERE, ILL. 39

confined within, although the door of the pew was so securely elosed as
to preclude all possible escape of the aforesaid little bodies; so it came
to pass when boys and girls learned their “Bible verses” and the
shorter catechism with mother’s help, and in her pure strong life dis-
covered a living embodiment of these truths, it is not strange that this
discipline was called home training rather than church work, and that
the record of it was never spread upon the pages of a secretary’s book.

Looking back through the years that seem so long age we find this
bit of unrecorded history: Among the lads of the church in 1851 or
1852, Mr. Fanning discovered one who was cherishing the hope that he
might “go to Beloit College.” Just away from his own college days
and his own theological studies it was not strange that frequent con-
versations with the young pastor ended in the formation of a Latin
class of one; it was not strange that from the home farm four miles
away, the class walked with firm step two or three times each week to
the kind pastor’s study and recited the lessons that were well memo-
rized during the long prairie walk. It was not strange, it was simply
natural, when the lad, taking his share of farmwork, was heard at
“‘chore time” repeating to the listening cows, **4mo, dmas, Amat.” So
the conjugations were mastered, and those hours in the pastor’s
stady prepared the lad for Beloit. The years of college life were soon
over, the years in Union Theological Seminary, the year abroad, and
our young man came home to the dear father and- mother, whose
prayers had followed him all these years; came home to this, then
new church building for ordination by the hiome Presbytery, and for
his bride. Mr. Fanning was not here to “perform the ceremony,” but
Mr. Holmes gave his loving Jatherly blessing as the young minister and
his wife went out to the lile they would not now, after years of service,
I ween, exchange for one of personal ease and comfort.

During the years of dreadful war this church gave some of her
bravest and best beloved sons to go out in the delense of right, from
prayermeeting, choir, and Sunday School class; many valiant ones
went forth and you, and you, as weil as I are keeping sorry vigil today
over the grave of our soldier dead; but some of them returned, so
though our eyes may be dimmed with bitter tears as we think of our
heavy loss, let us forget self in rejoicing with them who received again
their loved ones to their hearts and homes “when the cruel war was
over.” During these years young people’s prayermeetings were insti-
tuted under the lendership of Mr. Eddy. They were a means of grace
to very many. All unused to the sound of their own voices in prayer
ortestimony; themost timid ones found cournge to speak whenasked in
the words of that pathetic song, “ If Jesus must bear the cross alone?”
From that time until the present the young people’s meeting has been a
recognized part of church work, though their have been seasons when.
the interest flagged and the service becamealmost spiritless. A revival
of interest begun in the winter of 1880. Three young men who con-
stituted a self-appointed executivecommittee held themselvesresponsible
and always ready to fill vacancy in the leadership. During Mr.
Howie’s pastorate he suggested the plan of organization, which
was received with favor as evinced by adopting a constitution and
electing officers. A period of success and prosperity was foiin_wed })y
‘one of discouragement for about this time the work lost many of its
active supporters by removals, etc., but by the time Mr. Windsor came
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a better spirit was gaining headway and his proposal to re-organize as
a Young Peoples’ Society of Christian Fndeavor met with a cordial
acceptance. This re-organization was effected in 1887, the membership
of the new society being about seventy-five. The constitution adopted
was not in all respects like the one of the United Society, and in time it
became evident that it would be better to adopt the model constitu-
tion. This includes a pledge binding the active members to attend all
the meetings and take part in them, unless kept away by absclute
necessity. Another reorganization took place in October, 1887. This
was something of a sifting process, but it is believed that what was lost
in membership was made up in effective working force. The number of
members now is about sixty, forty being *“active,” the balance ““asso-
ciate.” The interest is unabated, and the management of the present
very efficient officers and committees gives promise of much future
good resulting from the Y. P. 5. C. E.

The Belvidere Society of the King’'s Daughters was organized in
April, 1888, with ten members. The motto of the society is, *“In His
Name,” and the badge is a swall silver cross bearing the letters 1. H. N.
* = * Tocal societies are iree to decide upon any line of work. Our
society determined upon home missions, asd is doing whatever it can
for the poor and needy ones among us. :

In July a society was formed of the “ King's Little Daughters,”
who worked faithiully during the summer and fall, raising money in

" various ways to be spent in the King's servite. In November the Lit-

tle Daughters were invited to join the older society, which they did to
the satisfaction of all. The present membership is thirty-seven, and
the regular time of meeting is Tuesday evening at the close of the reg-
ular church prayermeeting. All thatis doue in this society is done for
Christ’s sake and in His name. ‘

Two mnoun-sectarian organizations receive the support of some of
our young people. They are the Yonng Woman’s Christian Temper-
ance Union and the Young Men's Christian Association. The first
named was organized in February, 1887. The object of this society is
to plan and carry forward measures which, by the blessing of God, will
result in the suppression of intemperance and the overthrow of the
liquor traffic.

The ather, the Y. M. C. A, established =1 local organization in Belvi-
dere November, 1858. Irevious to this date, meetings of the young
men were held under the name of the Y. M. C. A. Training Class. Find-
ing, however, that the interest warranted a permanent organization,
this was effected by adopting n constitution and electing officers.

The Snowflake Society was orgaunized under the efficient lendership
of Miss May Windsor January, 1886. Begiuning with a membership

, ot thirty-two, this society accomplished much good. Its object was to

raise money for missions. With the exception of its- officers and com-
mittees, the membership was limited to gii'ls of fifteen years of age.
They met semi-monthly, and, while they seWed, one of their number
read selected articles bearing upon the,subject of home and foreign
missions. Socially, this society furnished 'several pleasunt entertain-
ments, and if by so Joing they put inoney in their purse, we are sure
it was afterward spent for wise purposes.

There is yet another society of organized effort ol which I must tell
you. There's nothing small in that society except the boys who com-
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prise it. It is the Lend-a-Hand Society, and was organized and moth-
ered by Mrs. Windsor. First meeting was held at the parsonage March,
1886, at which time officers were elected, Mrs. J. C. Foote, President,
Mrs. Windsor, Vice. Their object was to collect money for missions
and to cultivate a true missionary spirit. The pledge signed by all
members required them fo abstain from intoxicating drinks, the nse of
tobacco, and profane language. Very glad would 1 be to trausfer the
whole record of this little band to this paper for your enjoyment, but
as this cannot be, 1 select one specimen page. It is the record of the
first meeting, held after the summer vacation: “The weeting of the L.
A. H. Society met with Miss Foote September, 1886. The meeting was
opened by 2 verse of Scripture from each member and a prayer from
all. Then Miss Sabin gave us some music, and Migs Foote read all the
Teports of the other meetings, and Charlie read the cashier’s report.
Then we voted Mrs. Windsor for President, Miss Sabin, Vice, Earnie for
Secretary and Eddie for Treasurer. Then 2 collection was taken by
John, getting 30 cents. Then the money of all the meetings was
counnted, finding it to be $1.30, which was not decided who to give it to.
Then u vate of thanks was given to Mrs. Foote for her long and pleas-
ant reign. Then peanuts were passed around, and a pleasant time was
had !’ ‘This society flourisbed till January, 1888, and by its efforts
between four and five dollars were raised, mostly by individual effort.
1t is proposed to revive its life soon, and as its charter members are
determined, hrave boys, the next anniversary paper will doubtless
record glorious things accomplished by the L. A. H. Society.

Did I tell you, in the beginning, there was no record kept of thé
faithful work performed in thove years of the long ago? I was mis-
taken. The record is kept, bub over the page no curious eye may
glance; no one of us may climb the heavenly height and scan the ree-
ord. It is enough for us to know that over against the names of many
of those who started with the first years of the life of this church it is
written: ** And they shall be mine, saitu the Lord of hosts, in that day
when I make up my jewels.” )
. To you, then, who may feel that great injustice has been done you
in this very imperlect report, let me say—

** Think not thy worth and works are all unknown,
Becnuse no partial pensman painta thy praise ;

Man may not eee or know, but God will own
‘Thy worth and works, thy words and deeds and ways.”

Benediction by Rev. J. C. Hill.

SATURDAY EVENING.
Singing No. 357 and No. 96. Scripture reading, Genesis 48, by
Rev.D.R.Eddy. PrayerbyRev.T.C.Easton,D.D. Solo, “Jesus, Lover
of my Soul,” by L. D. Collins. “The work of Rev. R. N. Wright and

Rev. Charles Fanning, the first two pastors.” by Eugene H. Avery, of
Vinton, Towa.
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MR. WRIGHT AND MR. FANNING.

By REV. EUGENE H. AVERY.
/

The success of any great enterprise depends very much upon-its
beginnings. A railway may be spoiled by the incapacity of the engineer
who laid ont the original line. A vast buildiog may be ruined by a
defective foundation. Almost equally, the suecess and useiulness of an
institution, like a school or o chureh, may be affected by the character
of the earliest workers in its history. Who laid the foundation? Who
gaveshapeanddirection tothe organizalion? What spirit waspnt info
the enterprise in its earliest years? No genius or devotion coming later
can wholly mend mischief done by poor work at the beginning. Nor
can mistakes of later toilers altogethier spoil the effects of consecrated
wisdom and zeal at the outset.

1t should be remarked also that great credit is due those who toil
in laying foundations. Be it in building a state, or in bnilding arhureh,
they are obliged to work at a disadvantage. Their facilities and appli-
ances are much less than later comers enjoy, while difficulties and
obstacles to be encountered by reason of sparseness of population, the
poverty of the people, and the unsettled condition of new communities
are much more serions than their successors are silely to meet with.
We cannot forget these, when we review thie history of this now goodly
chureh.

The first pastor was the Rev. R. N. Wright. A small beginning had
been made by a handful of Christian workers under the lead of the Rev.
J. Morrill, already mentioned with honor in these exercises. The time
ha-l arrived for more complete organization, and for systematie labor,
with a view to permanent results. At that juncture God sent to the
young chureh a minister admirably adapted to the requirements of the
time und the field. Royal N. Wright was born at Hanover, N. T, Dec.
14, 1811. He was graduated from Dartmouth College in 1837. He
then entered upon s course of theological study in Lane Seminary at
Cincinnati, where he was granduated in 1810. In that institution he
was under the powerful, stimulating, and formative iofluence of Dr.
Lyman Beecher. Through recommendation of Rev. Mr. Bascom, then
representing the American ome Missionary Society, the young: preacher
came to this part of what was then the wild westerh ffoutier. lle began
his labors with the little churcls of Belvidere in Aygust, 1840. On the
23d of June in the following year, the Presbytery df Ottawa being in
session liere, Mr. Wright was ordained and installed as pastor.

The first gread undertaking of the church under lead of the new
pastor was the erection of a house of worship. Though plans were
modest, yet in the circumstances of the people at that time, the
enterprise wasone thatrequired more faith and courage and self sncrifice
than the later efforts to erect the present edifice. The patience, toil
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and prayer that were built into those brick walls in the midst of trials
and delays ean be imagined. No complete detailed record of them is

" preserved. The work was carried through and the church thankfully

took possession of its sanctury and dedicated it to the worship of the
trinne God in Angust, 1843. Msny of us remember that unpretending
church with peculiar and tender emotions. There we listened to the
voice of the first pastor and to the voice ¢f the Lord. Beneath that
roof we took upon us the solemn vows of Chiistian discipleship.

The last year of Mr. Wright’s ministry, 1849, was signalized by a
revival work which was notable for its extent in those days and indeed
has not often been surpassed in the history of the chureh. Union meet-
ings were held during the latter part ot the winter. An interest in
spiritual things was awakened which drew great numbers to the ouse
of God. Regardless of the condition of the weather or the roads loads
of people came in at night from the farms in all: directicns, and “‘ the
power of the Lord was present to heal.” At the communion season in
the spring those who had Leen examined and accepted by the session
were welcomed into the fellowship of the church. It miust have been an
hour of peculiar gladness to the good pastor’s heart when a company
of thirty-eizht persons stood before the pulpit in a. line that stretched
from side to side of ihe little church to enter into covenant with the
people of God; thirty-two of them on profession of their faith. In age
they ranged all the way from mature manhood down to boybood.
That was on the first of April, forty yvears ago, less two weeks.

The youngest of that company looks back over this tract of years
with thanksgiving to God that he was led to take that step so early in
life and with greatful remembrance of the kind pastor who dealt so
gently with a child’s faith. How little we thought that day that Mr.
Wright was doing very nearly his last work on earth. As the season
advanced he seemed somewhat weary and broken in health. During
the summer he made an extended visib to the east. Very soon after his
return he becaine seriously ill, and it was to be the illness unto death.
For him prayers were turned to praise in the upper sanctury on the
G6th of October, 1849. It was like 2 weeping family that the people
gathered in the old church where the silent form of the beloved pastor
lay Lefore the pulpit. Rev. Lewis H. Loss, of Rockiord, conducted the
funeral services. Bevond that, memory does not serve me to name
other ministers who were present.

In person Mr. Wright was a little above medium height, slender,
dark-haired, pale-faced, having a scholarly and gentle aspect. Though
I have no distinet recollection of his preaching, the man, the pastor is
clearly before me as my boyhood learned to revere and love him. He
was a Christinn gentleman.

Col. Walker, In notes dated November, 1844, says of Rev. Mr.
Wright: He preached bis first sermon August 9&h, 1840, from Psalms
34:8. From that time to the present he has faithfully fulfilled the
duties of a pastor, seeking the good of his flock at all times, but more
especially in times of sickness has he manifested feeling and eare for
his people, and for all within the sphere of his infinence. That should,
and I think has endeared him not only to the church and society over
which God in His providence has given him charge, but to all in this
region.
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From a newspaper sketch published a few days after the funeral I
take two sentences: So deeply was his soul imbued with the spirit of
Cliristianity that every act of his life flowed out almost uscoasciously
as an example of its precepts. To the eminent purity and self-sacrifice
of his life, to the extent of his good influence upon the community, to
his constant earnestness in promotion of every good cause, the heart of
every man among us bears testimony-—(Belvidere Republican, Octo-
ber 14, 1849.)

One thing should not be omitted in the accouunt of Mr. Wright’s
pastorate, and that is the exceeding kindliness of relation existing
between him and the pastor of the Baptist church. Rev.Seth Whitman,
commonly called Prof. Whitman, was another loving Christian gentle-
man. It speaks volumes for the deep worth of both men that over
denominational differences their mutual confidence and personalattach-
ment could be so strong and lasting. This peculiar relation may be
illustrated by the mention of two scenes. There ave individuals present
who clearly remember both. :

One Sabbath, for some reason the services in the Presbyterian
church were suspended, and pastor and people together went over to
joimin the worship at the Baptist chureh. s a kindly fortune would
have it, the commuunion service was in progress there. Pastor Whitman
was just taking bls place nt the communion table. Seeing the Presby-
terian pastor enter the door, moved by an impulse of love. he called
outi at once: ' Brother Wright, come this way,”” Brother Wright, with
a quick perception of the embarassment which might arise from an
aceeptance, quietly declined the invitation, and sat down near the door.
The listle scene was highly honorable to both ministers.

The other incident to be recalled touk place at the funeral of Mr.
Wright. Ior this description [ nm indebted to another, whose mem-
ory rans back to those days with greater certainty than my own:
“When the services were nearly over, Irof. Whitman walked up the
south aisle very slowly, for he was feeble, took his place at the foot of
the casket, and told the weeping congregation of his great love for his
departed brother, of their harmonions work in oll that had seemed for
good and for the best interests of Belvidere; and theun, turning, he
looked upon the face of Mr. Wright, saying, ‘ My dear brother, I shall
be with you soon,” and hkaving spoken these few gentle, loving words,
he left the church.”

Mr. Wright’s pastorate here continued o little over nine years.
During that time there were added to the church 182 members.

I used to hear my father sny that Me. Wright sbrank from the use of
his full name. Royal Nathanjel was somewhat too sonorous and digai-
fied for his unassaming and gentle nature. But I have thooght he was
most happily named. He certainly possessed many of the gualities of
o most royal charaeter; and of him it might be said more trathiuliy
than of the average uf men, or of miuisters, as the Lord Jesus said of
that Nathaniel who was brought to Flim* +* Behold an Israelite indeed
in whom is no gnile.” ’

Charles Ianning wis born in the cikv of New York July 22, 1822,
He graduated at the University of New York in 1843, and at Union
Theological Seminary in 1849. After spending on additional year in
study as a resident licentiate, he turned his face westward for mission-
ary work. He commenced his labors with this church April 14, 1850.

.
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He was ordained and installed pastor Oct. 23 of the same year. This
pastorate continued till April, 1854—four years. And those were vears
of quiet prosperity, of harmony and growth, both numerical aad spir-
itual, for the church. Therewere received into membership during that
period 118 persons.

It must have been in a thoroughly missionary spirit that such a
man as Mr. Fanning came to labor in such a field as this was thirty-
pine years ago. He had spent ail hig life in the city. He had every
advantage of culture and of influential friends to introduce him to posi-
tions of greater prominence than this; but he settled down in this
quiet village, and with a simplicity and heartiness of adaptation to
his surrroundings that won all hearts, he devoted himself to faithiul
labor for the spiritual interests of the church and community on an
extremely modest salary. Mr. Fanning was in his twenty-eighth year.
He was of medium size, was round-faced, rather florid in complexion,
having blue eyes and auburn hair. He was genial, smiling, pleusant,
attractive. He was kind to the boys, and the boys liked him. .His
preaching was not brilliant in the way of oratorical display; it was, as
I used to hear my seniors say, seriptural and feeding. Only one ser-
mon ean I claim with any distinctuess vo recollect. Never to this day
do 1read in private or in public the text, Jer. xxiii. 24, without having
brought vividly before me the face and the voice of Mr. Fanning as he
explained and illustrated the wonderful doctrine contained in the
wors, *“ Do not [ fill heaven and earth? saith the Lord.” X

There was no parsonage in those days. The young pastor and his
beautiful wife had to content themselves with what would now be
thought narrow quarters. They occupied, the first year, two rooms
up-stairs, in Col. Walker’s house, now Mr. Ramsay’s. One was their
sittine-room  and parlor, the other was bed-room and study, nqd
sometimes on wintry days the delicately-reared young pastor would sit
at his writing table in his overcoat for lack of facilities for sufficiently
warming both rooms.

One duy to thatchambersitting-room cauneacountrylad, prompted
therebo by his sister, to ask the pastor’s cultivated wife if she would
please help hiin learn French. He was a freckled, bashful libtle fellow,
wearing an overcoab that his bigger brother had outgrown. But he
wits very politely and kindly received, and presently was sitting by the
stove busy with the first pages of a Fronch grammar.  After awhile, as
the boy was Jeaving the Irunse, Mr. Fanoing came out of his study, went
with him into the hall, and, after the lad was hali-way down the stairs,
leanine over the balostrade said to him: )

©Why don’t you try Latin instead of French?”

Of course the answer was, “I don’t know.”

“ Wouldn’t you like to go to college oue of these duys?”

“Yes, sic T

“And perhaps you'll be a minister scmetime.” . X

The pustor wisely advised that it would be more directly in the line
of college studies. and more prefitable, to look into the ancient lan-
guage than the modern. The result was that the lad carried home one
of Mr. Faaning’s school books, an old canvass covered Adams’ Latin
Grammar. Itis now more than twenty-six years since the lad, after an
all-day examination, stood before this pulpit to receive license to
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preach the gospel, from the Moderator of the Presbytery—good old
Father Taylor.

Alter four years of faithful and usefullabor in this pastorate, the
condition of his health seemed to demand a relincuishment of the work
of the ministry. Mr. Faoning returned to New York, and engaged in
business with his fatherindaw, Mr. Lucius Hart. He did not, as some
have done on quitting the ministry, give up his faith or lose his interest
in Christian work. His faith was too deep, his character too genuine
for such a course. 1t was my privilege, while a student in New York,
repeatedly to mweet him. In his home, in the chureh and Sabbath
School, hewis still the enrnest Christion gentlemman.  He found zn exceel-
lent field for the exercise of his gifts in the Sabbath School. For many
years he was an active and efficient superintendent.  He held that posi-
tion in one school for fourteen years.

He departet ta be with Christ, April 24, 1883, in the sixtieth year
of his age. It cannot be out of plawe to quote here n fow sentences
from an address delivered at his uneral by one who had known him
long and intimately—the Rev. Dr. Con:

““He was born into the Church of Christ, and to the very end of his
life he faithiully served the God of his fathers. * * The foundations
of his character were derp and strong. Drawn into a new field of activ-
ity, he never wavered in his purpose to do right and to do good. * *
Here was n man who carried his religion into his business, and who was
a Christian gentleman in his counting room as well as in his home and
in his church., * * Ie was o diligent and devout student of the Word of
God; he was familiar with it; e loved it; and he knew well what he
believed and why he believed. * * 1t was a triumphant death, so
serene, so joyiul, that to thos2 who witnessed it, it seemed as il the
place was holy, as if the Lord Himself were near.  But it was so beeause,
long before, he had learned to put Lis trust in that divine S8avior who
alone can give to the departing spirit a vietory like His own.”

1t is certainly a cause for thanksgiving that we have such a record
of the later years and the closing days of a life which was so0 long ngo
tdentified with the life of this dear old churcli. The truth which he held
before us here he kept before his own mind clear down to the end,
and he found that trush shedding light upon his path all the way, so
that as he entered into the Valley he could answer to loving inquiries,
“Noitisnot dark.” Itis all light with bim now.

Among the joys that we are warranted in anticipating on the other
shore is that of greeting loved friendswhu have made the journey before
us. Tor my part Ilook forward to meeting with many dear ones who
bave gone out of this congregation, and with peculiar interest and
pleasure, do I look forward to meeting the two pastors of my boyhood,
Mr. Wright and Mr. Fanaing. R

Duet, Mrs. Perkins and Miss Mundy. ,

The following obituary upon the deatlt of Rev. Eleazer T. Ball, the
third pastor, taken from the New York Zrvangelist of Agust 1853, was
read by Elder H. W. Avery: ~

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH, BELV.DERE, ILL. 47

REVY. ELEAZEE T. BALL.

The death o1 this nctive and successial laborer in the vineyard of
Christ—cut down unexpectedly in the midst of vigor and usefulness—
is one of the mysterious dealings of Providence. He died in Belvidere,
I1i., on the 9th of August, 1855.

Mr. Ball was born in Orange, N. J., in 1509, He received his aca-
demie edueation at Union College, and his theological training 2t Lane
Seminary. He commenced his ministerial lahors in Patterson, N. J_,
where Lie preached several months—and then removed to New York
city, and engaged in an effort to build vp a church in Grand street.
From this field he was called to Cincinnatus, N. Y., where he was first
ordained and installed as a regular pastor. He labored there success-
fully Tor the space of twelve years. Thence he was called to Genoa,
where he remained nearly two years. He was next settled in Mecklen-
burg, where he prosecuted his ministry for four years and a half, to the
edification and prosperity of the church in that place.

During the last winter he received w eall from the Presbyterian
church in Belvidere, 1., to become their pastor; and although the eall
was resisted by the affections of his people, and the judgment of his
Presbytery, yet they yielded to his own convietions of duty, which
urged him to a compliance. Heleft the chureh in Mecklenburg in the
midst of the fruits of an interesting revival, and arrived on his new
field about the first of May last. Finding a large, scattered and shep-
herdless flock of 230 members, he addressed himself with characteristie
energy to the pastoral duties, and was fast reviving the activities and
winning the affections of his-people, when he was suddenly overtaken
by the great destroyer—just one solar month aiter his installation.

Sound health and a hardy constitution. whivh had enabled him to
perform his Sabbath duties with but three or four interruptions for
nearly twenby years, tempted him to excessive labor, which induced an
attaeck of malignant dysentery that proved fntal inten days. He was
for some days ealinly-npprehensive of the result, and uniformly ex-
pressed his willingness to die, if his death, more than his life, would
subserve the interests of the Redeemer’s kingdom. {Iis leave-taking of
his family, his prayers Jor the Church, and his quiet and firm expres-
sions of confidence in his Savior. were o beautiful and sublime exampls
of the trinmph of faith; and a fitting close of a life devoted to the ser-
vice of Him who has promised His followers that He will never leave
nor forsake them.

Just two weeks previous to his own burial, he preached the funeral
sermon of the senior elder of his chureh, Col. Walker, from the text,
“I would not live always;” and the last Sabbath of his inistry he
preached from the words, *There vemaineth therefore a rest to the
people of God.”” His funeral sermon was preached on Sunday, the
12th inst., by Rev. Mr. Chester, of Niagara, N. Y., who was providen-
tially in the neichborhood. :
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His widow, though grievously smitten, and leit-with the care oira,
young family, is wonderfully sustained by the same precious faith, so
deeply loved and happily illustrated by her departed husband. The
church have presented to her the sum of four hundred and filty dollars,
not as o gratuity so much as a debt of affection and sympathy. -May
the Lord reward them with humility; and bountifully bestow upon

_them that poverty of spirit which is the true riches. S.

BeLviperg, [Hinois. Ang. 21, 1855.

Hymn No. 172, “Lord, dismiss us with Thy blessing,” was sung,
and benediction pronounced by Rev. I, I. Avery. :

The singing on Saturday evening was conducted by about a fdozen
members of the OLD CHOIR, in the old gallery, led by M. . Leonurd, the
chorigter of 30 yeurs ago.

SUNDAY MORNING. ¢

Anthem by the choir; Doxology by the congregation. Seripture
reading, 90th Psalm, by Rev. J. C. Hill. Singing of the following

JUGBILEE HYMN.
BY THE REYV. ROBERT ROSS SUTHERLAND, D. D., KNOXVILLE, TENN.

IWhat shall we render Lord to Thee,
For all Thy gifts of love and grace?
For what of gnood our eyes now see?
For blessings which our thoughts can trace?

We linger o’er the time now gone,
(Ver fifty years of labor spent;

We count the triumphs we have won,
And know that a)l from Thee were sent.

We glory not in what we wrought,

Except as Thou dost shine in all;
_ Our highest wisdom was thy thought,

Our joy to hear Thy loving vall.

For fifty vears this eburch has known
How kind and loving Thou eanst be

To all Thou choosest us Thine own—
To all who strive to follow Thee.

While grateful love our songs demand,
Qur thankful hearts thestribute pay;
We praise Thee that Thy loving hanid
Has kept us to this joyltlkday.
And now, for all the days to be,
For strength, for help, Tor work, for rest,
Give us the grace to look to Thee.
And then we shall be truly blest.

Seripture reading, Gen. xxviii. 10 to end, Rev. T. C. Easton, D.D.
Solo, “Come Unto Me,” L. D. Collins. Prayer by Rev. E. H. Avery.
2

* FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH, BELVIDERE, ll’.tj.

SERMON BY REY. D. B. EDDY.

PsaLx ¢. 4—*Enter into His gates with thanksgiving, and into His courts with praise*

This Psalm is a gladsome summons to universal, grateful worship.
“Make a joylul noise unto the Lord. all ye Innds.” The exultant spirit
of the writer would stir humanity to gratitude and song. He wonld
have them recognize the fact that Jehovah is Ged. *Itis He that hath
made us, and we are His. We are His people avd the sheep of His pas-
ture. He owns, and keeps, and leads, and feeds us.” Utuder the urgency
of these thoughts, he sends ringing along the line ol the vast hosts
that stand before his enraptured vision the cheering order, * Enter into
His gates with thanksgiving, and into His courts with praise.”

Iwould have you pause upon the threshold of the text, and glance
at the thoughts helpful to gratitude that cluster around the first word,
“Eater.” The facts that we are permitted to draw near the gates of
the Lord, that we have health and strength to come, are grounds for
thankfulness and praise. To be well and strong, to walk abroad where
we choose, free from pain; to take in with ease deep draughts of God's
pure air, may seldom stir within us a ripple of grateful afiection; yeta
few minutes’ walk would take us to the bedside or the chair of those
who, if they could once more be well enough to come to the sanctuary,
would leap and shont with grateful exultation. Aht theywould “enter
into His gafes with thanksgiving, and into His courts with praise.”
But have we any pre-emption claim to health and vigor? Shall the
radiant blessings fall unheeded till brought sadly out by the dark,
broad contrasts of pain, and helplessness, and solitude?

Then, too, there is cause for thankiulness that we have a heart to
come, u disposition to approach the house of prayer. We may have
been moved merely by the force of steady, jogging routine, by » semi-
conscious instinet of Sabbath propriety, as by the pendulum swing of
incessant custom. We may have come simply because we were brought
up in that way. Butis there no glad meining in such a fact, nothing
precivus and sweet to remember? What does it imply? It implies
that in your old home the name of God was kuown and honared; that
the hearts that nurtured and trained your young life were warm
with saintly love. It implies that your fathers and mothers walked in
the fear of God and sought to guide their cbildren in the paths of light,
and life, and peace; that when the Sabbath morning czae and the
sweet tones of the old church bell filled all the tranquil air with sacred-
ness, and hushed the youug hears into the deep feeling that the time
was holy, godly hauds were wont to take your own and lead you to the
hiouse of prayer.

1t implies that your early yenrs were brooded over by spirits thab
were saintly; that the touch of God was upon your soul; that into
your childhood played jets of power out of the same wondrous source
from which flowed the mystic river, seen of John in a vision out of the
throne of God and of the Lamb. Indeed, it implies that you were born
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in Christ’s kingdom seem to apprehend how widely and freely Sod opens
the gates of amnesty and life and grants immediate audience through
the blood of Jesus. And yet here is a fecord 3,000 years old of o proe-
lamation that bids humanity enter into His courts.

. It nmy be difficult to harmonize this fact with prevalent concep-
tions of Hebrew exclusiveism, yet it is s Hebrew bard and sovereign
whose inspired lips herald the gracious message. And even the ancient
temple, which was necessarily limited in capacity, and could not at one
time accommodate all the Hebrews that might throng its approaches,
had nevertheless & conrt of the Gentiles, i. e., o conrt for all the ontside
world, thus mutely intimating that even then God was stretching forth
His arms and offering to take humanity into the fold. They had sin-
ned, but He offered pardon; they were defiled, but He would cleanse.
As a race they were renb and divided by hatred and strifes, with no
thought of the unity thatwas in their blood and that ought to sway
their hearts, but He was ready to receive them and bring them into the
Divine harmony of a worldwide though spiritnal kingdom—nay, into
the oneness of an inalienuble brotherhood. .

But pausing no longer on the threshold, let us go into the courts of
God and inquire in his temple. Let us seek the meaning of the sanctu-
ary, the leading idea which it is desizned to impress upon the soul of
man.  What is the essential element of its sanctity? \What constitutes
it a house of God? Does it not reside in the fact that the sanctuary is
the environment in which{iod doth manifest himseli? Show me a place
where devous hearts have been wont to gather in humility and sweet-
ness of trust, and, because of what they saw and heard aud felt, have
whispered * God is in this place,” and I will show you a true sanctuary,

on the banks of the River of Life; that youwere a child of the kingdom,
and that the good hand of God set you upon a high place of mercy
and of privilege; that the frame work of your early life was built upon
a wise and worthy plan. Good habits can be formed only by a shaping
mind that is good and wise, and to be trained to ways of life that are
right and true and pure is among the best and brightest boons theheav-
enly Father cau grant us. Hence if today your feet have approached
the sanctuary, because parental love trained you to church-going hab-
its, you have occasion to “enter into His gates with thanksgiving and
into His courts with praise.”

But it also may be true that you are here because yor love the
courts of the Lord, to draw near the throne of grace, to worship with
His saints, to praise and pray, and hear His word; becanse throuch
long years your heart has here been wont to find scrength jor toils and
trials, and reliel irom cares and fear and grief; Lieause here you caught
gleams ol bope when your sky was overcast, an:d doubb and anxiety
and trouble hung Jdense and dack aronnd you. Hers the burdens have
grown lighter. The path of daily life has lost something of its rugmed-
ness and thorns. Yon may remember tears of anguish that God here
wiped away; moanings of anxiety and dread that were hushed by the
-whispering of Hislove. You mny frequent the sanetuary, because you
have found it a place of rest to a heart yeary of sin, to 2 heart thatwas
sterm beaten and almost wrecked, and beeanse your cournge has here
been Lraced for effort and endurance, 2 your vision opened to discern
the distant headlands of premise, to cateh some glintings of the pearly
wates aml towers, somesweet fortaste of the feastinz, ome Inint strains
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of the far off musie, some heart thrilis of the triwmph and joy and glory
of your Father'smansion. 1i so,then thinkingof the merciesof the past,
the grace oi the present, and the hopes of the future, you may well
*“enter into Ilis gates with thanksgiving, and into His courts with
raise.”
? But the fact that the great God ond King of all worlds, allows a
child of sin andwrath, a enlprit and nn outlaw to deawnear His courts,
lets one who has often pushed open the Jdoor of temptation, wiose
history has bren one of continned short-coming, and who has * grieved
Him by a thousand iali5,” lets an ingrafe, a rebel, o sinner draw near
" the place made holy and majestic by the Divine presence, suffers him to
come with no fear of vengence or weath or death, should make every
human keart swell forth with gratitude and praise. It may be urged
that sueh patience and forbearance are characteristic of Him wnth
whom we have to do in the sanetaary, that such lopg suifering mizht
be anticipated at the hands of infinite love, that * His tender merries
are over all His works.”” But the fact, that his grace s incompnrable,
that no other approaches Him in comparison, does nob diminish the
salue of His favors, the worth of the bles%ing hie confers, the nrge
oceasion for greatiul appreciation and worship.

Nor should we forget that the heart is, duil nnd siow to learn and
believe the love of God. Where outside of*Christ’s Linadom will you
{ind & race that has not looked npon the Most Hioh with dread; that
has not regarded the thought of coming before Him as one which only
n-chosen few might c¢herish? In the desperate conscivusness of sin,men
have fancied insurmountable barriers frowning upon them and excind-
ing them from the courts of God. In fact, onlya comparative Jew, even

It was in the dream of the zngeli¢ Iadder, and of the unveiled God. that
J;\&:)ﬁ found at Bethel a sanctuary, and reared there his memorial
altar,

The glory of the tabernacle, and of the temple that succeeded it,
was the fact that within the holy of holies, between the cherubims that
hovered above the ark of the covenant. rested the Shekinal, the visible,
awful token of the presence of Jehovah, the (God of the covenant. The
glory of the temple long azo departed, and centuries have fled since the

. saered walls were leveled to the dust. But around us the better day to

which the worshipers who througed those aucient courts looked yearn-
ingly Jorward s shedding the light of its early daswn. The veil that
shut in the holy of holies and kid its glorious mysteries from the eyes
of all the priests save onre, and behind whose mystic folds even he
could o anly one day in all the vear. bas been torn asunder forever.
Thus by a marvelous divine object lesson are we taught thas the inner-
most chamber of communion is vpen to every worshiper; that by the
precious blood we have boldaess to enter jnto the holiest. Everyeye
may gaze upon the glory of God, in the face of Jesus Christ, and the
chief meaning and priceless valee of the genuine sanctuary is that there
the Lord dotb manifest himself; that before his feet his people there
may bow and worship in the assurance that he doth come unto them
and bless them.

There are revelations of God that terrifvand overwhelm. Even
the exhibitions of the forces that have been culled into existence by the
word of His power, the movements of sccondary causes that are sus-
tained by his preserving haund, sometimes appal and unnerve the heart.
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Man in his pride and indepenidence cowers anid shrinks with dread when
the skies grow livid and green because the cyclone is coming fo its
birth; or when fierce electric storms rend and shatter the firmameunt,
and smite the earth in rage; or when autumn fires hold high carnival
in the parched andwithered woods, and seem tg lnugh and mock at the
tervor and desolation and death that attend their wild revelry; or
when continents lie in earthquake convulsions, and tidal waves trample
and terriiy the seas.

But these dreadinl forces in their most appalling manifestations
are but as leaves rustling at the Almighty's feet as He walks: and if
in the sanctuary He revesl guly or chiefly His posver, thet: weeoubl enter
into His gates only with trembiing. and into His courts with dread.
So, too, if in His house He reveals Himself only in stern, unyielding
justice or in th - consuming lires of holiress, humanity could not staud
before Him or #ven dyraw near His gates.

The old dispensation has citen been regarded as one of relentless
severity alone; but this was not the import of the sanctuary. The one
erand feature of the Divine churacter set forth in those old tine courts
was Mercy. This is the grand reason given for thankful, worshipiul
entrance into the sanctuary. For the Lord is good; His merey is ever-
lusting. The sanctuary was called the house of prayer, and the Master
vindieatesd the propriety of the title when He scourged out of the sacred
enclosure those whose eagerness for zaia made it o den of thieves. Dot
in the namwe, “lhouse of prayer,” was lodged the assurance that the
sinner's appeal to God for mercy would not be Invain.

The types and symbols of the sanctuary pointed as impressive
object lessoes to this characteristic merey. The smoking alter and the
bieeding innocence of the morning and evening sacrifiee were speechless
prophiecies of reconciliation, the Divine expiation of sius in mur+y.

The most sacred olfect in the taberaacle and in the ©  .ple, the
most vunspicions and pre-eminent featura of God’s house, a.. . urr upy-
ing in solitude the most sacred npartment was designated Ly the
signifieant title, the mercy seat. ‘The temple was styled the house of
the merey seat. Upon the mercy seat entbroned in quiet selitude
rested the =lory of Jehovah. In *he Divinely ordersil history of the
temple orearred o sublime and notable coincidence which has a most
important bearing upon this question, cancerning the chief sigmificance
of the sanctuary. Probably the most illuostrious time, the grandest
moment in the entire history of the first temple, was when during the
serviee of its consecration, the glory of the Lord took possession of
the pdifice.  And I wish you to note the precise moment at which the
olory apprared. A company of singers arranged in white linen, having
eymbals and psalteries and harps were standing at the east end of the
altar, and with them a hundredand twengy priests, and were singing the

136th psalm, and it is written that “it came even to pass as the
trompets and singers were 2s one, to make one sound to be heard in
praising and thanking the Lord; and when they lifted up their voice
with the trumpets and cvmbals and instruments of music and praised
the Lord, saying, for he is good, for his nerey endureth forever; that
then the house was filled with a clou . even the house of the Lerd:
so that the priests could not stand to :ainister by reason of the ciond
for the glory of the Lord had fiiled the house of God.”

The glory came just at the moment when the minds and hearts of
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the people were dwelling upon_the mercy of Jehovah. Thus it is abun-
dantly indicated that mercy Divire and everlasting was the meaning

of the ancient sanctuary. And has He who is the full Divine expmsioﬁ

of the truth that all these types of mercy with dumb lips were laboring
to utter; has He wha is the glorjous subistance of which they were the
flitting shadows; has He to whom they eagerly pointed as therr fulGll-
ment, und were {rying to reveal as the Lamb of God; bhas He who
Ioved us and gave Himself for ns—has He come to tell us that the sanc-
tuary has Jost its meaning of merey?  Ask the angelic hosts that over
the plains of Bethlehem hovered in rapture at his birth. praising God
and saying, “Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace, Zood
will toward men.”  Ask the apostles who were commissioned to gooinm
ail tke earth and preach to every creature the giad tidines of mercy
free and full.  Ask the chief of sinners—chief of sinners in ifis own esti-
mation, but clief of aposties in ours—and hear him answer. “For this

canse I obtained merey that in me first Jesus Christ might show forth

all long suffering, for a pattern to them which should hereafter believe

on him to fife everlasting.” Ask the aged exile of Patmos,and kear his

seraphic lips echoing the Savior's last message: ““The Spirit and

the Bride say come, and let him that heareth say come; andwhosoever

will, let him take the water of life freely.”

. Beyond o peradventure, the sanctuary still bears its anciend pre-
clous meaning of merey. Her sacred walls still echo to the psalm:
**Oh, give thanks unto the Lonl for He is good. for His mercy endureth
forever,” More emphatically and more imperatively than ever rings
put the summons to all lunds. ** Enter into His gates with umuksgi%’
ing, aml into His courts with praise.”

With enger trustful heart should we to-day respond to ihis plnd-
some cail. For Gty years has this favored eburch stood like the golden
candlestick that it is, under the loving care of the Divine High Priest,
srradiating wospel light, a living trumpet at the lips of God, sending
forth no uncertain sound, but the glad tidings of mercy full and free.
Fiity years of successful toil and contlict; £ty big round years of grace
and blessing, call upon us to enter into Iis gates with thauksgiviog,
amd into His eourts with praise.

The modly fatkers and mothers in Israel who preceded us laid the
splendid foundations of this church deep and solid spon the ruck Christ
Jesus, p!e:gsnd and honored are theirnames,and fragrant with remem-
Lierml suintiiness.  And rou,their sons and davghters, havenot labored
in vain. Many a time have you gone forth weeping, bearing precious
seed, but repeatedly Lave you come again with rejoicing, bringing your
si:vm:es with you. Yon have been laden with sich experiences of mercy.
In this church many of you hiave cast yourselves as helpless sinners at
the feet of Jesus, and from His wounded hands have received gracious
forgiveness and accepéance. Here many of you have known great up-
hitings and iilmminations, and your feet have thenceforth run upon
higher planes of life and faith.

Tlge more than nine years spent among you are numbered among
the brightest and most precions in my individual history. Thronging
recollections of hlessings, favors, benefits, remembered manifestations
of the power and grace of God.  Divine patience, forbearance, compas-
sion, and tenderness extend and multiply the ealls to personal grati-
tusle and worship. This glad re-union and renewal of the fellowship

" '
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and associations of other years; this looking into fanmliar iaces, end
clasping again of friendly hands is a privilege that comes nof oiten
aiter our separations and journeyings. But pensive, serious thoughts
asserb themselves as we meet. I discern here and there fnces that
grected my first coming among you twenty-six years ago Sabbath be-
fore last. Bubt many of the goodly congregation are not here. I
would speak to them I must zo oyer the mound and prophecy to the
precious dush that is slumbering there. Nay, I must dartaway to the
third beaven the paradise of God, fur the believer in Jesus to be absent
from the body is to be present with the Lord. :

A growing congregation is gathering there from the chureh of Del-
videre united, bound together by peculiar ties, godly men and saintly
women; good garovhieads that were wise ju counsel, and loving hearts
that were genial:cul tender as childhood,and tongues that coula speak
the gentle word toa! turned wway wrath and ealmed the troubled soul;
jathers and mothers, husbands and wives, hrothers and sisters, and
precious sons and daughters. And when comes the thought that their
feet will no more tread these aisles; these walls wili no more echo with
their praises, the heart may be bowed down with anguish that caunot
be uttered.

But is it not well for the sainted oues that they meed motcome?
They bave entered into His gates with thanksgiving and into His
courts with praise. And what think you must be the magnificence of
those gates, the spiendor of those courts, what rapture in their thanks-
giving, what music in their praise. Could we say to them, come back
from the realins of morning; break off your glorying; cease your
triumphs and your songs; come back again and take up yYour crosses;
plunge again into your trial; back to ¥our contlicts and groans and
agony? No, no; He who Lath redeemed them, and whose they are by
the highest, holiest title, would not suffer it. He keeps them sufely anid
well.

“There on the bosom of their God
They rest In perfect love”

The same grace and glory await us also. Pressingon till our course
is run. Fighting on till the conflivh is won. Trusting, toiling, waiting,
endeavoring to the end, then in o new, blessed, glorious manner we t00
shall ** Enter into His gates with thanksgiving, and into His courts
with praise.”

Prayer by Rev.J.C. Hill. Sioging No 339. Denediction by Rev. T.
C. Baston. ‘ ’

Suxpay Scooon At 42 M.
LI

Lesson—Mark x:13-23. After the opening exercises,and prayer by
N. C. Amsden, of Dubuque, Iowa, the study¥ of the lesson was suspended
and remarks were made by tbe foliowing named persons: N.C.Amsden,
James Leonard, A. M. Blakesley, Matthew Harvey, W. D. Avery. Levi
D. Collins, Rev. Eugene H. Avery, Mrs. E. H. Avery, Mrs. L. D. Collins,
and Rev. T.C. Easton. This was indeed a “Feast of fat things well

refined,” most of the speakers having been members of the school.

D L el e X e ISR LER

wy:

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH, BELVIDERE, ILL,

SUNDAY EVENING.

Anthem by the choir. Secripture reading b

Oir. 7 by Rev. E. H. Avery—
John xx:19 to end. Singing No 119. Pra?’er by Rer. D. R Edg_y
Sermon by Rev. T. C. Baston, D. D. ' ’

“THE HNAIL PRINTS.”

PRELUGDE.

The beanty and tender pathos of the message this ing Ii

i 3 2 message this mo

in all our hearts. It was rich in sweeland hallowed mmn?rlirnlf‘];:%vng

a fitting historical tribute. I shall not dwell on the pass, but rath‘er

proi;;?-gvcggg, what is to be the secret powerin the fifty years to come?
My textis: -

St. John, xx:25—~* *Except I see the print of the nails I will not beliere ™

01d 8t. Martin sat in his cell. He was busy in hi i
when a knock at the door was heard. “E’l)lter,"l'nfxesggl{fld s%l?elg
ﬁppeareﬂ‘a stranger of lordly look, in prineely attire. “Who artthou?”

[ am Christ.”” The confident bearing and the commanding tone of
the visitor would have overawed a.less observant and sf):irituall
minded person. But St. Martin simply gave his guest a penetraﬁnz'
glauce, and quiesiy asked, ** Where is the print of the nails?” The one
conspicuous badge of Messinhship was wanting. The pompous air m‘nl
jewelled robe assumed by the prince of evil availed nothing. The guise
was transparent, the trick was exposed, and the deceiver departed
The question that the saint put to Satan is the grond crucial test to
apply today in onr examination of truth and of character. In an age
net only of candid inquiry but of captious criticism, when the very air
is full of doubt; when old Inndmarks seem to be swept away,and many
ask in despair what Pilate asked in scorn: “ What js trnth?” it is
well to imitate the incredulity of Thomas, who saild: “Excepk I see the
print of the nails Iwill not believe,” This diseiplewas not a disbeliever.
He was not even an unheliever. Willing, anxicus to believe, he
valy demanded such ocular and tangible proofs of Christ’s identity as
others enjoyed. As Christ was known in the world. so are we t(f De
known, 50 is the truth to be recognized. Ilere then is our theme this
evening:
“TUE SYMBOLS OF THE GREAT TRAGEDY, TH N
BELIEF, AND THE BADGE OF OUR mscmx,r;sm'p.”g CREDETIALS oF ooR

i\r}(’]r lI remark—

. The print of the nails isan infallible test by whict i
the validity of the claims so contlicting made on '(‘)ur blélze‘;.e %(Z:r;l:;z
sure are the tests of the labratory in the analysis of the chemist than
‘t‘he evidence which Christ presents to the honest inquirer after truth
“ Behold 1y hands and my feet,” He says. Christianity ever courts
investization. It courts a careful study, research and disclosure. We
know it by the nail marks, Not only that which we have heard of do

» ‘
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declare, but that which we have seen with our-eyes, wh' we have
;:%ked up(;n and our hands bave handled, of the ¥ ordofL A .CX‘UCIE
fied Christ is the pivc .al centre oia Christian philosophy. « p.omf. ©
departure is the cross; its animating spirit is redeeming love; its two
co-ordinate ideas are sin and salvation, guilt and grace, Tuin and recov-
ery, the helplessness of the sinner and the almightiness of the Savior.,
1t does not nim to save the race by learning art culture, by the m.ee.t
humani s of life, ignoring the §upernatuml eleme ts of christianity,
nor by ritualistic and ceremnonial observances, by any genuﬁectm.ns.
rosaries, acolytes or priestly necromancy, but by, recreating man 2 NEW
creature in Christ Jesus and stamping on him these marks of Christ’s
proprietorship. Regeneration by the power of the Holy Ghost is the
aveat act of moral recovery and restoration to Godlikeness. The
only philosophy that has power in it is the Pavline philosophy whiclt
affirms that circumeision nor uneircumeision availeth anything but a
new creature. It Jdoes not build up an old life, but introduces a new
one. Its maxim is not *develop yourself and follow reason, but
deny thyself and follow me. Wherever genuine Christianity appears, 11;
bears these credentials. It is * Christ in you, and to any o(:_lle_x?":,;ospe
we may pub the query in vain, “ Where is the print of the nails?

2. "More important is this tesh as applied to individual character.
Panl always bore about in his body the dying of the Lord Jesus. Hls
objert was to fill up in his flesh the afflictions of Christ, and thus n}:ﬂﬁ
full proof of His ministry. His was not a seli-indulzent life. The w orl
had no seductinns and pleasures, no delights suflicient to draw him
awny from the Crucitied. In his subjection to the will of Christ he
found his truest liberty In that one magnificent arguuent ’for'_tl.xe
Gospel and eulogy of its anthor, the Book of Galatians, Paul’s vivid
rhetoric exhibits the glory of such freedom. Let no man trouble me,
for I bear in my body the marks “stigmata’ of the Lord Jesus. His
words breathe the breath of battle. They come with_the impack ol
actillery, for bis faith was born of conflict and nursed. in trial. To
those who crept in to spy out his liberty would he give place by subjee-
tion? Mo, not for an hour. He found another yoke easy and its ln}r-
den light.  Dying daily to self and theworld, the life of Jesus and power
of His resurrection were exhibited in Paul The personal, indwelling
Christ made him o conqueror. Lalayette used _to poinb to the bullet
mark received in his person at Germantown w}x‘x}e ﬁght(m‘g jor.\mnerican
independence as the proudest badge he bore. Can you, (,.hrxs\tlgm‘; sl'mw
anv scars, any print of the nails, as proofs of your discipleship? The
world, pleasure, faghion, avarice, indolence and o thc.)‘usand other t_.{:mp-f
tations environ you; do you yield to the pressure: _In the choice 0
residence, companions, enjoyments; In the style of living, dress. ':unuse;
ments, eating, drinking. conversation, readihg; in the use _of txme,, 0
money, or of influence, in everything that goes to make up‘hfg, are you
conformed to or running conbrary to a f odless and Christ-hating
world? Are the marks of the Lord Jesus, on the dime or dcﬂlqr you
eorn® If s0, it will be neither hoarded nor :squanderefl, bug *“tithed
for the Lord. You,are His steward. His image and superseription
ought to be on each coin. Bought with a price, we are Ris peculiar
people—that is, His in a peculiar sepse, with a special oplxg}atuan to
reproduce His unselfish life while in the flesh. Is this your aim? Except
1 sce the print of the nails, I will not believe. So says the man of the
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world whose only gospel is the Christian’s life. We are living epistles,
read and konown of all men—His epistles. How do weread? -Weare
the body of Christ. Are there any nail marks? He showed His hands
and feet to the disciples, and we are daily showing ours to the world.
Are these hands feeding the hungry, rescuing the perishing, or-occupied
in busy idleness, perhaps some ueedless work, red with theblood of mur-
dered time, or, perhaps, far worse, busied in unlawful industries and
illicit pleasures? O child of God, where do those feeb of yours carry
you—to the cottage of the poor, the chamber of the dying, going abont
doing good? or are they walking in the counsel of the ungodly, forsak-
ing the assembly of praying ones and standing in tke way of sinners?

O child of the cross, where are the nuil prints ?

3. The value and permanente of the work we are doing is fixed by
{he sametest that determines the validity of truth and genuineness of
charaeter. Am I a preacher and “eacher of preachers? Leb me remem-
ber Philip Ienry’s motto “Pieach a crucified Christ in a erucified
style;” a greater than Henry has said, “We preach not ourselves but
Jesus Christ,” ho® many of our pretentious pulpit orations vanish in-
to thin air when this test is applicd; how cheap the tinsel; how tewdey
the ornameats; how vulgar is that frothy sensationalism which frantie-
ally nims apparently to atiract a crowd; to court a gain rather than
win & soul to the Redeemer.

AmIa parent,guardian, teacher? Let me remember that the graces
of theSpiritare more than the graces of the drawing room; theimageof
Jesus shining in the face far more than the glittering cross or emerald
intaglio on breast or finger; the daily lessons of patience and fidelity
taught by my example are more ineffaceable than ear-rings; in short
that to put seli alone into my work is to ensure an early oblivion, but
to putChriss into it secures for it and for me immortality}! Hewholays
up treasure and is not rich toward God; he who seeks honor of men
and hankers aiter titles and position rather than the approval of a
good conscience and the commendation of Christ; he who in a word
makes self-gratification the end of life will be eternally wretched in his
disappointment, while he who loses treasure, reputation, life, even_for
Christ’s sake, shall find them all o thousand fold in life everlasting!
Who says investments are now difficuly to make safe and that just now
a great deal on the list is declining. I.et me assure him that it is possi-
ble to try lnrger investments in His securities which never passed their
dividend and never defaulted their interests.

. You must have met with the account of a person in high life in Ru-
sia who fer political offenses had all his property <onfiscated and sen-
tence of banishment passed on him; one thing of all bis wealth he was
able to save—a. pear} of peerless quaiity and fabulous cost. e seized
it, he hid, he set all his wits to its concealment, and was able to get
away with it unobserved; and in the distant land, in the depth of his
privations and debasement. he thought of it waking and dreamed of it
sleeping. One day he would safely market it,and gain a great price for
the jewel. That time came, and with what unspeakable interest he
took it from its hiding place; with what choking eagerness he opened
one after another of the coverings, until his eyes fell on it, when, lo! it
was but a pinch of quick lime. The uniriendly atmosphere had eater it
up. and itwas back to its original elements—quick lime. So is the folly
of the man who cannot now use what God has given him, and thinking
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. of the poor exile and his pearl, we hear the echo of Cardinal Woolsey's

cry at his fall from power: « parewell, a long farewell vo all my great-

. ness!” Inyonder land where we are all soon to be, values will be truly

eskimated, and what has nob been consecrated to God here and worn
the nail prints of Calvary, will prove as dust—yea, WOISE, will have

* pecome the millstone to drown the soul in the deepest despair. Pearls

may be so preserved as 60 stud the ecrown of our immortality, and flush
in grandeur under the smile of Him whom we served and honored by &
loving devotion.

4, The grandest inspiration of life is found therefore in the posses-
sion of these marks of the Lord Jesus. The grace that flows from a
crucified Redeemer gives a beautydud o charnn t0 the most unromantic
career. Christ in us the hope of glory causes us 0 triumph daily. The
infirmities of humau temper, the infelicities of human condition, the
hindering of activities and the baifling of our brightest hopes, yea

wRane and blessing, pain and pleasure
By the cross are ganctified.”

Pestered by little cares, worn by the friction of little harassments, as
well as hindered with heavier griefs, we may resb all on those hands
which were pierced for us. «rpg NAIL PRINTS” tell us that all is salein
such gracious hands. As the ship is lifted by the tide, and as the earth
obeys the sun, g0 will the power of aliving faith lift and buoy the soul
in the midst of conflict, worry or work. Fellowship with our Lord in
suffering is a pledge of feilowship with Him in lis celestial glory. His
Joving presence sweetens every heart pang. Ilis cross sanctifies all our
erviefs. His tears have sweetened all our cups of bitterness, and, drop-
ping upon the graves of our loved ones as they did at Bethany, have
flooded the gates of death with light immortall
Podavirus, the servant of & DBohemian king, one winter's nighk
aceompanied his sovereign to his midnight vigils in a distant church.
Barefooted, like his king, Podavirus endeavored to walk even as he
walked, but the extreme 20ld, the sharp,cutting ice pierced his feet, and
he was soon overcome and about to sink, when his royal master told
him to seb his Jootsteps just in the prints which he had made, and,
treading thus, the feebler found a cure for his pain and an inspiration
in his hour of weakness. S0 the disciple of Christ today, footsore and
weary, faint at hearb and ready to sink, need only remember the Mas-
ter’s presence any watch His footsteps to find new hope and strengbh
by the wvay, until ench shall appear in Zion with joy and everlasting
rejoicing. O, get your feot into His tracks, and how easy will your
heav mward walk at once become, how gladsome will be your following
the Crucified! v oo
Two other suggestions must be dismissed, withonb. amplificntion.
We see here the grounds of a true eatholicity of temper 2monyg Chris-
tians. Ibtis pot high church or low, new schwopl ot old school, Calvinist
or Armemnian, conneil or platiorm, priest ot preacher, rubrics or bap-
tisms, litanies or liburgies, by which we are tO be known, but by the
« pRrINT OF THE NAILS' alone. We ought nob to ask for more; we ¢an-
not ask for less. Except there are seen these marks of the Lord Jesus,
we will not believe; bub wherever and whenever they are conspicuous,
we will speak a brother’s greeting in the Lord. *“ToE NAIL PRINTS” 18
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‘the badge of -our rayal allegiance to Chri '
3 rist. W F—W
do e%ie-gtlorx save In J esus crucified. i e can auly—we dare ok
ere too is & suggestion in reference to the otential civilizati
t%lle new century on which cur nation has enteretll), a brief t:‘zn ]ylez:;:rs":;gf
W ;)ati ]18 tod be its character? Shall christianity be eliminated; our
schoo 2ma eGodless; our literature the vehicle of skepticism; onrcom-
merce he scale of luxury; and our legislation the voice of cupidity; and
(;ur.wurts as Augenan stablesof bribery and injnstice? Shallour sacred
;_:_13’5 ;oecome holidays and religion the servant of the secularities of
1;«3, t 1(; c'h'urc}l a select coterie, a religious lyceum; the sanctuary a
P a(;‘f; of diversion; and the preacher an actor to whose thetorical, vocal
zg\wxrxstt‘:)ngmc talilnb a im;'rketable valuation is affixed; or rated i)y the
raw and make finances easy i i
por t% So draw and i inances easy and the service as near as possi-
Alas! That so many should thus seek
1 h popular appinuse at the cos
of bloud,even the blood of souls; oh, for a b:?ptism It))li) the%ﬂol}r éll:g;g
on t‘l‘lve‘ {:lhl;r_ch!l;che ministry and the word.
With bis i uminating, purifying and controlling i
:llel mdwl.dual., the churcf; and the nation will be rengvgm}f ”gllleis]g;egf
t;a tb-z.p.t.xsm is one of fire! It is the spirit of judgment and burning
sim' purges 'Zxon and Jerusalem. When thedross of our worldiness and
ﬁn 1sqremos ed and on the pure gold of consistent piety genuine chris-
£ adn ¢ mx‘a(.:_ter are stamped the image and superscription of the cruci-
ligbl’e I?;nt 1\: (:llllx)glslg}'e, ’foxl'_?s’the ce}llebmted Christleit says: “The world’s
; jan’s life,” nothing will pass g i
plac{::(x)r pm}\;p}r unl(i’ss,ib bears *‘rHE I?R!N'["'l!)}‘ TH;‘;}:{?E: o hae either
) ien philosophy and theology, science and lesistation. th ivi-
ties of the individual life, and the spirit of soc?etay it.sel-f, :r: c&:xls

“marked; when in the catholicity of temper, in seli-denial, and consecra-

tion of purpose; when in burning d i
5 pur ; ning devotion to save the souls of men,
w;ll‘ 111:; nll ﬁf;:aﬁﬁfnxq:w ;’t;s everi};\v}xere made visible, Christianity
i « mage of those whom it came illion:
m]lllg)elied e‘t}o scrve Him who died to redeem them ta bless, and witfiora
oloved, do you wear the nail prints? Are 01.1 erucified wi i
’ 7 : with Cl
and have you entered the penetralium of th:a’;t deep heart t::cl’x::x‘:’f;
communion with God that says *J am dead, yet nevertheless 1 live;
;v:t; n(l){s. I, but Chr:st; liveth in me?’> Are you walking in His footprint.s:
in s e (ing t{le lost, and have you _actual joy in the salvation of a sin-
: n_xe] and sinned soui? Does it wound your pride to have a poor.
In)lenfn‘ é'ro:}ture enter into conversation with you as to the LordJesns‘:;
: :e].s ; &s er form a part of your Christianity to vrge the famishing
en: s ~ot 1is pzmquet.; of salvation? Does it actually become & compona-
ent p;:urofu%ggr:gll;glgr:] " 1to reécughthe perishing, lift up the iallen.”
. vounded hear > i
WHERE ARE THE NAIL PRINTS. e valuo of Gol's compassion?

Holiness is strength, and sagctified meekness is power. Purity is

- the secret force to conquer surrounding evil. Get church pride, Tamily

pride, and heart pride all on the cross naziled thereto

- - > ’ n -

i{mg, dy{ng;,; malefactor, Christ’s enemy and ours, and ha.vz;sit %g:-g

t}mre until “* dead! de‘adg dead?” and into every NAIL ERINT will steal

H l:e s?creb current of God’s life. God’s power and Zion will stand before
e world INcARNATE ALMicHTINESS. The Church of Christ, your Lord

s
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and mine, bends over us in loving, longing gaze, t0 blgss us, and His
one all-piercing question is, WHERE ARE THE NAIL PRINTS ? _
Beloved, in closing up this half century of church Tlife, we ask for
the secret of that growth and power which have S:hamctgnzed your
history, and we find it all centering in fihe fact ‘bh,i}t its p{x{ﬂplt has ever
presented as its great theme ** CarisT CRUCIFIED.”” The “NAIL PRINTS

have been seen in all its great messages of grace and salvation. The

- hope of this church for the future is in its loyalty to the Crucified

One and love to each other for Jesus’ sake. We are told in history of
the Theban Legion thatwent forth to the battle, that so solid and
compact was the host that shield lapped on shield, and
the spears touched each other; that it seemed a wall of
living steel, and when the thunder cloud that rested over
them broke, and the lightning fell, it ran along the spears .nm"f
charged every soldier with the electric fireand thelegion was invineible!
So will it be with this church if in the fifby years to come there prevails
the uniby and harmony of the past; the fiery baptisnt of the Holy Ghost
will render this sacrumental body, the impetrsonal Christ, a power per-
manent for the salvation of men and more than a match over all Zion’s
foes. Glory in the nail prints! Let nothing set aside your loyalty to
the eross and love to each other, and when you come to round up your
centennial ib will then be seen that your supreme dignity, power, growth
as a church of the living God, all centered in wearing the print of the
nails! Amen.

Prayer by Rev. J. C. Hill.- Singing, hymn No.150. Benediction by
Rev. D. R. Iddy.

MONDAY AFTERNOON.
’

According to previous arrangements Mr. E. 8. Garduer nncovered
his eamera at two different points in front of the church and secured
very fine views of the exterior of the church with a large group of peo-
ple stationed upon the platform and steps. After which, the exercises of
the afternoon were commenced by the singing of Hymn No.125 and
prayer by Rev. J. C. Iill.

‘Addresses were then made as follows:
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ADDRESS OF CHARLES B. HOLMES.

ME. CoAIRMAN AND FRIENDS—AS the dykes of Holland sometimes,
under heavy pressure, give way, and the waters of the great deep rush
in till meadows and homesteads are covered with thewavés, so. coming
into this sacred place onee more after an absence of more than 2
quarter of a century, I find that the barriers with which men are wont
to repress their feelings give way, and the tides of sentiment, ol mem-
ory and of grateful recollections come surging through my soul till I
um as one lost and bewildered amidst the raging tumult. I am also
embarrassed in attempting to address you this aiternoon, because it is
impossible for me to bring you an impartial account of my father’s
work, and I am embarrassed, also. becanse for-two days you have held
this grand jubilee and have been filled Jull of sentiment and memory,
while not one syllable of the addresseés have 1 been permitted to hear,
so that I fear 1 may traverse ground which has already been passed
aver in n, much more able and satisfactory manner than it is possible
for me'to treat it. ButIam asked to speak to you for a few moments
regarding the work of my father, the Rev. Henry B. Holmes, who for
seven years ministered as a pastor to this people and church.

+ 1t would be impossible to speak of his work in auy satisfactory
manner without alse speaking of the personality of the man, for we
believe preaching to be a pouring of the truth through one mind and
heart into the minds and hearts of other men; hence, the personality
and individuality of the preacher must tincture and color in a marked
degree the truth presented by him.

" Among the first of the characteristics to which T would ask your
attention is the hizh and lofty appreciation in which he regarded his
own calling. Not that he was insensible to the value and importance
of other callings, nor their relations to the community and to society,
but in his measurements of work and of influence and their results, he
did not use the little, petty criterion of time und success, but measured
with the mighty cycles of eternity, and so measuring, he year after year
grew more and more to appreciate the sacreduess of his vocation.
Tlere was nothing in his method or his manner that had any touch of
trifling with sacred things, or that bordered upon frivolity, for he felt
himsell to be, and always conducted himself as though he were, an em-
bassador from the King of kings to sinful men. This high appreciation
also grew out of the sublime subjects with which he had to teal—the
sovereiznty of God, the redemption of Christ, duty, love, faith, hope,
immortality. Where in all the range of lunguage can we find terms so
laden with meaning and full of inspiration? His personality was the
result of the deep conviction which filled his soul and his life touching
these oreat themes. No shadow of daubt ever flitted across his miad
regarding the being and attributes of his God, or of the necessity and
efficacy of the Suvior's redemption; hence, his ministry had no uncer-
tain sound, but lis deliverances were like 2 clarion note, always sound-
ing an advance. and never a retreat, for he was pre-emipent—ly a Jeader

. - .
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of men Godward, and «Thus saith the Lord,” settled all questions in

" his mind and was the basis of the strong conviction out of which his

1 proceeded. And this leads me to speak of his personal influence-
:gé]ﬁ })n((])ic‘?iduals as he came in contach with them, for as ‘ fire kindiss.
fire,”” so the spirit in the heart of man kindles a kindred spirit in those
he meets. He could say with as much assurance and as.mnci},smcenty
as the ancient patriarch, «J know that my Redeemer liveth,” and, full
of this profound conviction, he could impress his personal .m.ﬂuence
upon his fellowmen, and make them feel that they had a living Re-
deemer. He was fully impressed with the Jdark fact of man’s sinfulness,

bub over arainst this was the golden light of God’s helpiulness. He .

Lelieved that the pastor and preacher constituted the medium throngh
which it has pleased God to reach men and bring to them redemption.
Ile came to this people in the prime of life, full of courage, full of
hope, full of enthusinsm, full of sympathy and full 9‘[ vitality, rich In
mental resources and possessed of x-emm'kable"mct‘,-”lhere was,‘bhrough-
oub his whole life’s work, & fixed and definite aim, and this was o
glorify God through the salvation ol men. He realized that the bond-
ace of sin was renl and dreadful, and it was his earnest effort to bring
men out of this bondage into Inyal allegiance to J ehot_'a.h. This \:’:xs
the keynote and inspiration of all his ministry. He realized the sinful--
ness of sin and the wretchedness which sin wprks in the human soul und
the human iamily, but he was just as confident that a cure has been
px'ovided, and that the Physician of‘the smsxc}( soul can rescue it from
the fever of sin. As the cancer eats into the vitals of the body until it ,
hias destrayed the substance and essence of life, so sin eats into the
soul and destroys its value and its life; and as acure for this awful
malady in the body is greatly to be prized, so ik was his grateful errand
to briﬁg a still more efficient remedy for the stillworse malady of sin.
Let me now mention a few of the methods which obtained in his
work; and first, so high was the value whlch he set upon the human
soul that he was not content that any of ll}s_people should do less than
their best. 1ie held up before them the Divine standard of character,
and earnestly desired that his people should nush for“:ard.towards tl.ns
hich ideal, and in doing this he sought to inculeate sghdm.nal, the power
of truth in the whole being, and to develop something like heroisin 1n
these lives of ours. Dub he did nob bring these high esdeavors to hea.r
upon the soul g0 overwhelmingly as to discourage the heart} and u}zil\e
one feel, * It is no use to try.” But this can be s'mC_v—he never deceived
a single person; he never painted the Christian life in colors other than
the truth. He always taught that to be a (‘Illrlstxrgn was.to be self}
denying, was to be Jevoted to the service of God and the wellbeing o
man. The fact and sense of duty were ever befgre him asa deep‘ reality,
and out of this grew his sense of respongibility towards (wsl amld
towards man, a respousibility which 1o words can adequately express,
for he had to deal with the most tremendoustigsues that pertain to the
human life. This deep sense cansed his work to be thoroughly consci-
entious, and this was shown in the manner and form of lns‘serm( .
whieh were composed of a few clear, cleancub propositions, which, mmg
as a whole, encompassed his subject, and these were driven home an
lodged permanently in the mind and counscience of his hearers asa
barbed arrow becomes firmly lodged in the object into which it is sent.
and the truth was made impressive by the logic with which it was urged,
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the illustrations with which it was made plain, and thé warm eloquence
with which it was urged upon his hearers. : .

There was one aim and one purpose in every sermon which he
preached, and this was stoutly adhered to, and on these he brought to
bear the snblime motives which it is the privilege of the Christian min-
ister to use in his high and holy work. There was no dallying, no
trifiing, no compromise, but he possessed great boldness of speech and
presented the truth in its entirety, not once stopping to ask whether
it would be congenial, but only whether it was indeed the truth of God.
His method, like himself, was his own, and not an attempt ab imitating
some ather man, and there was throughout his long ministry what
might be called a development of the unanimity of truth. After
preaching Sunday morning in the church, at some schoothouse miles
away in the nfternoon, and again in the church in the evening, it was
very difficult for him to fall asleep on Sunday night until almost the
next morning, and in these wakeful hours he was wont to evolve at
least the subject, if not the plan, of his next Sunday’s discourse; con-
sequently, the record of his sermons shows & gradual climbing up fromn
one truth to another.

e felt what many others have felt, that there isno question of
government of finance or of material interest which could compare with
the question, “ What shall I do to be saved?” Thrice happy is that
people whose pastor can always find answer to this question so intelli-
gent and plain, that the timid, shrinking, straggling soul which asks
the question, shall be able to take hold of the truth and find itswayout
of darkness. e possessed that keen perception of character, and that
warm sympathy for his fellow men which enabled him very quickly,
and almost unconsciously to the person in distress, to put his finger on
the spot where the difficulty lay—the hindrance which prevented the
soul from making its surrender to the claims of God; aud having thus
found the difticulty, Iie had the rare faculty of leading the soul onward
to the only Physician who ean make a cure for this disease of the soul.
But having done this, he also knew just when and how to withdraw and
leave the soul in the presence of its Maker to make its own surrender.
Ile often said, “Religion is a personal transaction between the indi-
vidual soul and its God,” and he felt that that place wus too sacred for
anyone to intervene, and that any attempt to do so might prove
disastrous to the one who was to be aided. As no one else could make
the surrender, no one else should attemps to do it i

He loved also to iced his people with the Bread of Lile, aud have
them go away from the sanctuary feeling that they had been" so
fed, so nourished, so strengthened that they were able during the
week to meet the temptations which they bad to endure, and to
bear the burdens which had to be borne; consequently, in his
ministry there were no seasons of wild excitement which at times seized
the muititude and bore them almost recklessly along, and then perhaps
Jeft them stranded. Iis i<2a was that the work of religion should be
like the coming of spring, when the warm, solt breezes from the south
melt the ice and snow, and draw the frost from the ground, and caunse
the grass to spring up, and the trees to put on their leaves and flowers,
and all nature to rejoice in this new resurreckion: so, he felt, the
truth should take possession of the heart through the intellect, and

work its transforining power, powerfully and surely even though slowly.

* ‘
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He had rare faculty in comforting the afflicted. During his

-pastorate many of the sous offered as & hoble and costly sacrifice upon

- the altar of our country, were brought home wounded unto death. or

" . gtricken by disease, and ia those days of distvess to our land, ministers *

- were taxed in foll measore $o comfort the afflicted and to bind up the

broken bearted. Iis pastoral work was always strong and efficient.
1 nm not here to claim that my father was & great preacher as the

< world reckouns greatness, but 1 do claim that the seven years of his

astorate here were filled full of earnest, houvest, conscientious ang
officient labor. There was cue department io which he did excel
in wonderinl measure. Tt has been my privilege to listen to many of
the renowned preachers of our own and other Jands and also to visit
churches where the grand liturgy which has come down through the
ages, purified and ennobled in its history, has been used, but on none
of these have I fels my soul so lifted up and carried onward into the

resence of the Merey seat, as I have by the prayers of my father;
whether from the cncred desk, or at the family altar, oF under the roof
of his people. It was his happy quality to be able to gn directly and
with great assuyraace along that path his fect hiad learned to foliow,

* and carry with him the henrts of his listeners, until they jeit that they

1ad been in the presence of their God,and had brought away with them
the benediction of the AMost High.

Having glanced at these qualities and methods, permit-me now to
make mention of « few special features of his work. The first sermon
he preached ©o this penple was in November, 1855, from the text,
scGod so Loved the World.” It was the characteristic theme and
sounded the key note of his entire minisbry. A little later he preached
a sermon from the words, 1 Determined Not to Know Anything
Among You Save Josus Christ and Him Crucitied,” and by the grace of
God he was enabled in a pre-eminent degree to carry out this determin-
ation. When he came here, the people were worshipping in 8 little
brick church which had been reared many years before through greab
seli-denial, but it had become quite inadequate to hold the ordinary
congregation, and the people were brought face to face with the
question, ¢ Shall we build & new church?” The greater partion of the
communify were engaged in farming, and had but very recently
suceeceded in redeeming their farms froin the wilderness. While they
had gathered aboub them many ol the consorts of life, money was
very scarce and the produets of the fasm would bring searcely enough
to pay the cost of raising. In addition to this, those forces were in full
strength which resulted in the panic of 1857, which swept over the
country as a cyclone, Teaving feariul wrecks of fortunes in its wake.
To erect a new chureh under these conditionk was & greab undertaking,
and it devolved upon my father to arouse the enthusiasm of the people
and hold this enthusiasm at a white hea} until the work had been
accomplished. Alfer the little chureh was 'deserted, services were held
in o hall until the basement of the new church was ready for occupancy,
and in it services were held until the 11th day of February, thirty-one
yenrs ago last month. when the new edifice was dedicated.

Among my iather’s papers we found the sermon which he preached
at that dedication, an extract of which is as follows: *This building
Tas nob been erected wichout a struggle. 1t would have been a worthy
achievement under the most favorable circumstances; but the financial

. ’ )
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pressure resting upon the country has added greatly to thedi
the enterprise. For mauy, perhaps for mos%. of yfm, theig lgir‘éux‘:{: :
days of severe Iabor vet in store, at the close of each of which you ‘wi‘ﬁ
f;hm.k, it you do not say, as you wipe the sweat from your weary brow
This is to meeb my shure of the linbilities incurred in building the
HOPSQ of God.”” He also adds this tribute of well-merited raise:
Your building committee have doue their best to meet your ?ﬁshes'
and to erech for you a house of worship of which you"necd nob bé
ashamed. Your trustecs have compassed land (and I had almost said
the sea_also) to seb forward the building committee. The workmen
have toiled upon ib \yxt;h a pride and energy as if it were their own, and
S0 ‘im' as I know, without the slightest injury to a single Iabore;' for
which we Trender thanks to God. By the wise forecast and delicate
importunities of the ladies, all the more successful for its delicacy no
gopbt. this house has thus been neatly furnished. A marvelous u?um-
ity l_ms (:hamcteri:_r.ed the gﬁort, and enables us with one heart and
, one mu,\’d to appear in the Divine presence, and to praise Him for His
/ Tavors. ITe was always Tull of praise for his people in taking and c'n:-
rying through this great enterprise, and no one gver heard 2 single
. word of boasting from his lips regarding the partiwhich fell to his share
We find records of over 750 sermons preached in this house {or phceS;
which preceeded it) besides more than twenty points outside of‘the
vxlla'ge-—sclmol houses and other places where he was want to preach
on Sunday afternoon within a radius of eight or ten miles in all direc-
tions. lle ofﬁcmted at sixty-eight marriages, and one hundred and
twenty-four junerals. He always said that no church had a better
Session; He Jeurned to rely onsuch grand men as Deacons Avery
Lindsley, Tripp, McEwen and other noble men living and departo?l‘
who labored with him in the upbuilding of his church. In the midst of
bis ministry, there burst upon the country the war of the Rebellion, a
tu_ne‘wlnclt tried the hearts of all, but no one ever questioned his o
triotisin, his fidelity to the flag of his country, the glorious stars End
?ﬁgpﬁs; {idgl;t-ytibot the Union and freedom to every human being ;‘Ior
e hesitate to speak out boldly g alf ¢ i
couxiitfry, et o gnion- oldly and strongly on bebalf of his
o also bore a prominent part in the councils and
Preshiytery and Synod of the Ghureh, and many were lfgbg:zu?ésﬁ::?i
Eelpfulness to sister churches in ali portions of Northern Jllinois
In the summer of 1832, ab the urgent request of the Session of this
E.h‘urch, he filled this pulpit for severai weeks, and in July 1885, in his
;23;?0(:;1'. he ;;a{s'sed away, suddenly but sweetly. As a few friends
?grand o]dlll;;lrll?;,, 1is coffin, it seemed most appropriate to join in that
~Sormatot Gob weldons,
‘I’hé bart'e fongyht?tﬁe :‘l.::g;:; ;\i'on
Enter thy Master's joy.” ‘
And thus he passsed to his rest, to the com anionship of his
2.ndt§;h0s&]} beloved .co~lz‘1‘borgrs who have gon[; forth frgm i}'gltfr)linﬁgii
xgakefié‘r (?;:io-gs City, * which hath foundations, whose builder and
It was a happy thought to celebrate this 50th anniversa h
Qrganization of this Ghurch; not only forthis organization, bl;.g fc?: :hz
church at large; grand filty years in the development of governments'
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. -é.nd in the ideas of liberty, in the sciences, inthose wonderful inventions

which contribute so largely to the well-being of thepeogle ém;ihli,})e (g;(;g:
perity of the masses, but grander still, in tgle Flgi»;e]o;l);n}?:s ?n 'u]z Lhris:

. 'v far during this fifty years, the Lhare s made. gres
?ﬁ?ﬁ]c’;h;]r:cll)‘r:eaking :uv;y from its lxbt.leines? am(l1 .ﬂ:an%;gc;\;lr;%sg, i:g
“Dringi e T lorious truth of God's Fabher- : v
bringing to the front the glo | s e O the

rother- makiue it possible for us, aswe e
:;?::ﬁf ;23;?1-.20:33{9 r:oumz’;e, gnd make earnest effort that the next
- o

" -half century shall be grander than any that has gone before.

REV. I. W. REED, OF BELVIDERE.

i v v feast. If it were
y ; Hill has said that now we were to have o >
nobg:;l?}llﬁehmll czlxllod upon me to help furnish thatieast, I should really

i i v i i ak in your meeting.
~ feel that I was intrading, when taking time to sped 3

S oawWay.

[ have been introduced as the senior }’mtesbnut Easvtor 32 ghs‘ix T&- .
Perhaps some were expecting to see an oid man, })en ](()] 'eri;ut. 4 s ks
and with a trembling voice. %’erhags I ri;lg‘;)légsnr ):)1'91;)‘18‘601‘ L

' iti Rif; nior Protesi. & P? ¥ 3
Cand vet it is true that T am the se St ity
TE geéms strange that, during the {;zw tyez‘?rs tsng}cz ;ciamen ?13 Bi%h;lsdet ok

: ‘o pi s i rery Protestant church. L

t have seen two pastors 1n every e Bt s othor

’ - ittle over three years ago have gone, &

Those that were here alittle s a0 have 8000, O o and
ked myself whyit is that 1 ¢ &

- men have come. Ihaveas 3 iyt ] am et and
ther ic w id not know enoug o

’ .o wondered whether it was because 3 1gh t
hme“oBut without trying to answer thab (uestion one way or &

'. other, I am willing to say this, that I believe Belviderc is a pretby zoot

* place in which to stay- i
p“w%ﬁ‘ére is an en?:ouraging feature about our bclf)}}xlrs}} tx}:ggka r:y
Belvidere. All the pastors are young men. I do no l’cwc: Ehab any
or;e of us is over forty years old. There may be one ot

" have just crept above that figure. To all appearances there are many

T

vears before every one of u;.h We :ﬁedyggnginztlmivsez'%%go,ui ﬁdI z:l?‘llet;c;
do the work to which God has calied us. 1 even thoush 1am Hhe
int Ler Hill has said, Tam g
“Pean of the ministry, as Brot ¢ ; g O ey
i ission: B h o vast intellectual rem a 3
this ndmnission: [ am not at such ¢ tua iiestfed
i inistry ake me feel so very much @ e
brethren in the ministry, as to ma €l S0 very T aperior,
T is another thing, that no one of us o y greatl: erior,
'ilxxléfza(;é?.u ally, to any 3% the others. b’l‘lﬁ@;; xst x)? Ego&\ i?lxog‘silogxsé, % }{\L:re
is felt.” Noone of us knows yet all that 15 nown, ¢
?Sogg(;?n t6r hard study by each antl] eveli:y l;)m:'i 1 Lelieve, moreover,
Ve ¢ Alline to study hard and work bard. i
thmi\;;\:ix‘:} to be here nﬁy this time, for T feel clonlsu]c.ra%?}y it:- 132?[11:3911}
this c'hurgh, and among your people. Tam t-_reqtlct} Illtcelc})oelfs z’?s i yZ) I
come here. 1 have come to like you, and it a mo:t ooks as I To%
returned the fecling somewkat. 1 am glad for bhas}xlnu gvam. g{mréh or it
is justwhat ought to be seen in the Chrlxs{‘;mrf (:hlf](l) S ]t.he s?'tme hurch and
iae st side by side, and.we are laboring e same great enc
lﬁltl:b;:etg r‘x](; therefore, there ought to be th]e x?ostdhm xggslgg:fz_el;r;%ﬁ
‘ > 3 . 3 a}o t-
truest fellowship. The honor whici 10 :

iﬁadsltl"cl)?vs rvery clearly yc?ur feeling of fellowship; and I can truthivlly

[ty
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say, that on the part of myself and my people, this feeling is retu'l."ned.;

I hope that the friendship, so beautiful and so noticeable, which existed
between Mr. Wright, your first pastor, and Professor Whitman, the
first pastor of my church, and which has been so freely alluded to in
these meetings, may confinue to grow vwith the growth of our churches,
and the lapse of years. I believe in Christian fellowship. 1 do not
expect to ses the day when denominationalism shall lhave been lost,
but I do rejoice in seeing among the followers of Christ more and more
of a Christian felowship. Your pastoris a Presbyterian.- You do not
want him to be anything less or dilierent. I am a Baptist, the Metho-

* dist pastor is a. Methodist. We all expect to remain what we are. I

would not respect the pastors of the other denominations if I did not
think that they were what they are from positive convictions. But
before we ure Baptists, or Presbyterians, or Methodists, we are
Christians; and on this broader, deeper, more fTundamental platform,
I feel that we should have a Christian fellowship, and all work together
in sympathy. .

I could not close my remarks without a veference o the bappy
relations.whica I sustained for three years with him who was during
that time your pastor. I shall always remember it with pleasure. 1t
was so gratifying to me, and so to the credit of him who has gone.
Many of you will remember how, at the celebration of the semi-centen-
nial of our own church, nearly three years ago, Brother Windsor,
while spenking for the neighboring churches, suddenly turned around
and grasped me by the hand, and expressed his confidence in me, and

.his rega. J for me. It was a perfect surprise, and as embarrassing as it
was pleasant.: And all through his pastorate he was true to the words
then spoken. It was especially pleasant to me, for I was the young
man, and he an older man, with a rich experience and- scholarly
attainments; yet his treatmment of me was always most cordial,
as though there were not the difference in years. He made me feel that
we were equals.

This drew out my regard for the church of which he was pastor;
and so I can say truthiully to-day that I am glad that I am here. My
hope is that the remaining session may be as pleasant as have been the
preceeding meetings; and also that as you start tomorrow upon a new
fifty years’ life und labor for God, you may be guided and dirvected by
Him, and so willing to do as He does direct, that the report at the
centennial anniversary may be even more encoursging than it has been
at the end of the half century. May God’s blessing be with you and
your new pastor in the relations so soon to be established, and enable
Yyou all to work together for the accomplishment of God’s purpose.

REY. 0. H. CESSN4, OF BELVIDERE.

Friends this is really a surprise to-me, and I think Brother Hill
deserves chastisement for getting o fellow mortal into such a dilerama.
When h: brought me the notices concerning your meeting he said, since
Brother Reed is the senior pastor of Belvidere he has been asked to
speak for the churchies here.  So when Icame this afternoon I felt per-
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\fectﬂg' at ease. expecting to enjoy the addresses given by others. Bub

“here I am called on with but & moment’s warning to make a speech.
‘ I

’ ite byterian Church
4 know but I feel quite at home in & Prt.as
%X)ilv}elvgr?rilor when I think back ovler xlr)ly f\g\c::tic;f éhl :gﬁmb'ﬁ:;l?: gjg
d to the Presbyfer . h
 grandmote ese Py iated with some good Presbyterian
been my BrL e s o asrsnma. . d H Chri;tian advancemenb
brethren in Christian work. In these days© » advan e o
stion is not so much whab church are you 2 mu’. > of, 2 >
;lg]c{gsztl'%x; 1Lord Jesus Christ, and are you identified with some evan- .

‘gelical Cburch.

S 1 can assure you thab 1 am glad to bear You greetings from the

o V. AN ; ve
Methodist Church in this cby. We éegmceﬁixéi\':{l ﬁggv ;hgjtzguu::m_
r iftl i ur officid )
reached your fiftieth Anniversary. e T th
" 1 ing s sterday that we mightjoint
mously to have 1o evening service ye y hat v e privileze
' i . roising, and we certainly felt it @ gTeab Pro =
YO i o, soason’of e 1. In this day when infidelity 1s
to hear Dr. Easton’s admirable sermon. ¢ fidehty ™
) is insi ing 1 i ular literature and p
‘rife and is insinuating itself into all our popuk ure and B ctors
A i T am glad that faithiul mimss
“ing the minds of our youus people Tam glad 1 sters
' ’lu% proclaiming the graund old gospel of our cr uuﬁed:lb,l,xtg rlst‘zg lsii;oas
" I trust thab we may ever show the *prints of the naus™ it ]
-ches and individuals. o
' Chml():ear friends we congratulate you dnlso It;hab 10n glgurmxz-gelé‘g (;ihﬁu:,ltr{z
. rthy
' astors you have so soon secured such a w .
K ?)LVLE:)e.b ?&:dywe feel that Brother Hx‘xl’stcotr}nng :Lmo;llgl,fi t‘}is ,‘,vsﬂ}vgl(l)t O,F;{‘{;
i ; Church, but to the communisy © -
Deatnui Dlessng b atora \5s certainly a flattering one. It is un-
peginning of his pastorate here s certalns atte g ome. 1t
i short a time 1m g
al for one to meeb wwith such success 1M SO S 8 : '
218121:a laree nmount of money as you have for repairing }fo&:ecilﬁxl‘::‘};
Our pra.vgr ig thab this may but be & blpssed prophec;y 0 he hag
and that the Lord will bless you in the filty yenrs to comet

in the past.

e

PROTESSOR . M. WHITNEY, OF BELOIT COLLEGE.
i i jus two of them in
) mi-centennials; have just come from 3 i
= ourIcgg} mlll gi\if]l;r knew how to spend thie time to come dc;m n bher c;
-~ but I am here, and % like them. 1 conllg \v;t;hﬁn, ;n{):ls:i;egg u;cs)‘r;; -1?1?:&:
¥ < 1 i ‘e & ] S .
i churches and college of congratulation. 1G1s tD 1 e re
. Y i f denomination, and tha >
that we are gebting over the feeling 0 enom an e
inni rork for . e years ago 1 was to gt
all beginning to work for one purpose oni Jears 880 e were £00
lecture here. I gobt to Poplar Grove, and 10 ] : too
3 time 1 succeeded jn gELLINS
muddy for the stage to run:. Alter some nie L o on were g
,. " Bveryone used me well enough, bub Iie 3 old.
ggzge k;t:zr gnd found you were dwairr{\mg up; Zm]([l t%?:klyg%mxg‘;x},’gzxgi
I think you have made wonderiu progress. ¢ ay 3
%2?)?0\1]& of i"our churches in this community, and may God’s blessings

be with you. ,
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REYV. H. D. JENKINS, D. D., OF FREEPORT, ILl. % =- 3
S

1 don’t know why I am called upon to speak at this Hme, unless it
is on account of the relations existing between Dr. Easton, your former
pastor, and myself, which is something like the Hammond twins,about,
whom my daughter proposes to write a story. A few days ago I found
my little daughter hard at work in my study. I enquired: ‘“What
are you writing, my davghter?” Youcan jndge of my surprise when
she glibly replied: “Iam writing a novel.” 1 remembered the troubles
ministers had lately had answering novels and 1 feared there was a
traitor in my own study. ‘Yes, papa,” she continued, **1am writing
anovel,and it is to be called ‘ The Hammond Twins,” and the loveliest
thing about it is, that oue is only three weeks older thau the other.”
Now, Dr.Easton and myself are twins of that kind, for our installations
were only three weeks apart, and each assisted at the other's installa-
tion, but Dr. Easton did much the better job, for I have remained for
sixteen years while he was off again at the end-of six vears. 1 see you
have exhibited here the portraifs of ten persons who have occupied the

osition of pastor of this church, which is now so appropriately and

appily commemorating its fitieth anniversary. Seven of these were
duly installed, and their relations to the Presbytery were pleasant.
This evening you are anticipating the installation of the eighth,and I
hope that in the future history of this church he will fizure as one of
“the everlnsting Hills.” I have Jistened to whab has bLeen said of the
work of former pastors, and I know enough of Brother Hill, to say
thab he will bea worthy successorin this line of faithful men who preach-
ed the simple gospel of the Son of God.

REV. T. A. ROBINSON, OF WINNEBAGO, ILL.

1 do not think it hardly fair for Brother Hill to call for addresses
without giving us notice beforehand, however as this is an installation
service as well as a semi-centennial, we are all in a state of expectancy.
We rejoice with you that you have beer permitted to reach this fiftieth
anniversary. It must bave been a happy occasion in the olden time,
when in the year of Jubilee they looked Dack and saw what God bad
done for them during the years past and gone. I suppose you too can
look back and see how faithful God bas kept his covenunb with you,
and I believe it’s 2 good thing thus to refresh our memories. In the
Alleghany mountains there is a city which is reached by steps. There
are occasional stopping places where one can it down and rest, and
so this half century brings you to a halting place where you can sit
down and review what God has done, and how faithful He has been to
you during all these years. Let us forget the steps already taken and
look forward to those which are yet to come, and by isithinlly doing
our duty, we may sit down with Christ the King in Glory.

May God give you grace to do His will, and may His blessing rest
upon you all. :

' . .
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ELDER N. C. THOMPSON, OF ROCKFORD.

. 7t il £ > much ‘on so
v rink Brother Hill can expect one to say very mu )
h gtha.a;?}gigg lzl:s he has given me—but I am glad to be \\ﬁtp ).'géxe:sr:

t od to en'c’)v with you this anniversary of 50 years. ;s i deed 2
poesch cas%oﬁ—zmd one which I determined to attend, when e
%ggfg ofoghe intended celebration. Itis z}n oc}(:asflolxll gg rilf;?i }I‘x-]leta-;: t%‘

i ou cannot yet realize the full t al
-f.lﬁc?\:}efr((,)fn:v?t:ehIIt gze]tge closing of a half century of history, of life and

ning of another, with a prophecy of greater

X and the begin [ reater
g}x;g‘g;sess,lt means a HISTORY in the past—and no man, or family,
gs. .

i y i good record to look back upon is quite as

]s]&'tc:gg’g: f‘lx\r}léfgu: lgae;lflgp%ful as \;rhell backeid ugblglg gegzgér]:x::ax
=y of erowth and progr sure you do u
Pt Ofﬁ}lxor?t?l'gsn(tllgl‘t'o?i[r:sst'o %ofﬁ%\v fx‘ojxrn.this well plmm'ed,f n}osti
o th? a]cd Ldelii'cfl-tful eelebration of this fiftieth anniversary o )01;:;
prope}t lz'if]e—von:vill continue to discover. them as the years g(} qn'this
s ]' 1' ise to me when I learned that a Pre§bytermn Ch}xrq vint is
ropior sxln p{‘ Rtt-»ined the magniticent age of fifty years. It is ag‘ e
aple I]?( ¢ o‘iu' Church in Rockford, will follow at the proper I”fnei
N "1]lolln)c 14 or 15 years before we will be able to do so, but, ie
Bu}; ﬂ.i. . 11 -mehfwe one and Iinvite you one and all to ahpen%qlul!tcel;:
il;;iséflsmlx:d Il;ope‘y'ou willallcome. }Xl'op l1a.\»'ee?lat’]l§((1”113(1;t11§fld (‘]evgbed
X rou haveng n—he is a great worker—at

yourpalstqrv—s-)“r')(l;rlﬁa\ i%g?x?g ,T‘{xilse one word of advice. It xslg‘:]od_f:d-
e t-Jhel ‘ot:h it mu‘); not be called for. Do all you cun, each and ev 1:135;
one. tnolu__id up the hands of him you have called—sustam.hxm mt;hisv
one,l.ts) ]10 ou R’ill receive a great hlessing. I congratulate y o_u]on\h .
oSt ?m le successiul celebration of your first semx-Centenmad. dl- ng
mosf} ]a%pl‘)é evenwreater. Thisisthe first one [have ever attended au
%ltollllzltsnfeii‘led me fullof emotions I cannot properly express.

Singing: ** Blest be the tie that binds.”
t=1

REV. S. L. CONDE, PASTOR OF WESTMINSTER CHURCH OF
ROCKFORD.

As T have listened to the most interesting r%ma.rlés b)gli\ég.o-}hl&hgisa
Le son of one of yYour former pastors, many tender Thag“i839”
fn:mories of my own ‘ooyhofo% ‘ha.vel :irt',o‘;(]tfi% le)qq?rlﬁsl%hé hat "839

ced i creen back of this puipib, urk [ your
;Y92k§g<:;n?;::?on as o church, carries my thogght todsg %}stxsggetsg;ro(;zrg
1;sisla;fds in the heart of the Pacific ocean, ?"mlsa{llissiona'x:v  from
here, where it was my priviege t0 be bern b R A S s hied

; - church was formed my now aged I o i

:}egino¥zgllf-tl;%ving work'asa preacher of the Gospel of our Lord to a

e wis vhi ther
hrown skinued and untutored race. 1 have wished, while Brot!

H 3 Je 1 - in—
ki i ; s sainted father’s work and m
Holmes was speaking so lovingly of his

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH, EELVIDERE, ILL. i v.‘-._ %9 &

- istry in this church, that I too could stand before my 6wn father’s old:

pulpit in that far off island field, and tell- the story of the labors and

~ trials of his missionary life to the children and grand children of map-;

" who once heard the message of good tidings from his lips and felt tile”
touch of his hand wet with the water of Christian baptism. Then too
how I would love te speak of the gentle, loving motler, my 1other,
whose body has rested for years close to that distant native chureh,
and tell of her faithful and victorious work in the uplifting and enlight-
enment of hundreds of her sex who had long been crushed under the
sorrow of heathenism.

Brother Holmes, I covet your privilege of being able to stand in

. Your{ather’s old church and testify as a son to the faithfulness of your
father as a godly pastor and preacher of the blessed Gospel.

I am glad also to congratulate the members of this church and
congregation on the blessed history of the past fifty years. The real
power of a charch is not be found 'in its numbers or  its wealth bus
ratheric themeasure of the Christ-spirit that may abideand shine forth
from the hearts andlives of the individual membershi p- Nowordsofmine
can adequately express the magnitude of the blessings that may be the
vesult of fifty years of true Christian emotion and efforg flowing from
the real heart-life of the church of our Lord in this sioning and dying
world. May your religious history in the fifty years to come show
an ever increasing harvest of preciousness, to the praise of Christ
Jesus our Lord. May God bless not ouly this, but ali of the other

- churches of Christ in this city of Bel videre.

.
4

REV. J. B. ANDREWS, OF HEBROX, 1LL.

Iam glad to be here—glad to meet your pastor elect, whom I have
net seen Ior many years. You havea distinguished preacher and I trust
you will fully appreciate him. I remember one time he was sent to
preach at a certain place. After that Dr. Patton went to preach in the .
same place, and the people sent word that they did not want Dr. Pat.
ton, they wanted Mr. Hill. 7Times are changing.’ Years ago if a min-
ister was offéred $500 a year, with a house to live in and a mule to
ride on it was a good offer. but now it is very different,—we want better
preaching and better churches, and so you are going to beautify your
church home. God grant his choicest blessing on you and your pastor-
Qs you commence another 50 years.

/

REV. A. G. DUNSFORD, MARENGO, ILL.

Tam glad to be present and enjoy this semi-centerinial with You.
T have been refreshing my memory, and do not think any of my rela-
tions were Presbyterians. My grand father was a Wesleyan Methodiss
preacher, yet 1 feel very much at home among you. I congratulate

.?“

5,
4
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ki
f' You because you are fifty years old, and I think it is well to celebrate
* these anniversaries, to talk over the events of the past; and sing the
% song of “ Auld Lang Syne.” I am pleased that you have selected an
old friend of mine to be your pastor, to lead this people as a spiritual
guide. I feel assuréd that you willfind him true hearted, and a reliable

teacher. T trust you will ever stand by bim, and he will stand by you.
God bless you on this gala day. .

) o L.
REV. E. C. STOVER, SOUTH B4APTIST CHURCH, BELVIDERE.

1t seems tome there is some mistake. Y thought Brother Reed was

10 do all the talking for the pasiors of Belvidere. However, I am glad
to say a few words. Though I am a Baptist my wife’s people were con-
gregationlists, and consequently I feel quite at home among Presby-
terians, for they are nearly the same. 1am thankful for the invitation
to be present, and I am glad tocongratulate you on theanniversary of
50 years. I think that it is indeed a wonderful gathering, and 1 trust
that this anniversary may be of much benefit to you all. The Lord
bless you and keep you, and grant that when we are called to the
Church Home on High that we may all come “Bringing in the Sheaves

for the Master.”

Singing Hymn 791 and Benediction. At 3 o’clock the annouuce-
ment was made that the “Banquet” was ready and soon 300 or more

surrounded the loaded tables and made merry with their friends.

MONDAY EVENING.

Installation of Rev. John Clark Hill, Rev. J. B. Andrews moderator
of Freeport Presbytery presiding. Singing by quartette, Mrs. Malony,
Mrs Glasner, Messrs. Zinser and Pepper. Scripture reading by Rev.

E. C. Stover, Rom. 11: 25 to end. Prayer by Rev. O. H. Cessna. Sing-

ing No. 129.

Sermon by Rev. H. D. Jenkins, D. D., Text, Romans 11: 33.

Constitutional questions by Moderator. Charge to the pastor by
Rev. 8. L. Conde. Charge to the people by Rev. T. A. Robinson. In-
stalling prayer by Moderator. Closing Hymn No. 114{. Bengdiction
by Rev. J. C. Hill. v

Almost the whole congregation then passedt he n}tar in procession
giving to the newly installed pastor the Right Hand of Fellowship and
thus closed the very interesting exercises of the Semi-Centennial of the

organization of the First Presbyterian Church of .
BELVIDERE, ILLINOIS,
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1sT. PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH OF BeLVIDERE: ILL.. APRIL 1853 MANUAL AT

Ipa PuBLic LUBRARY IM BACK ROOM. ALgo s&& THE 1889,50 YEAR HISTORY,

REv., CHARLES 1 ANNING - PASTOR,

RuLtng ELpERS = EzrA MAY, JOEL WALKER: SIDNEY AVERY: JONATHAN MITCHELL.
Tugron LINSULEY: Sevuour Gookins, Jouw Lawrig. Eut Foore. H.W. Avery.
OrR16INAL MEMBERS OF THE CHURCH = ABREVIATIONS USED ARE = P=RECEIVED BY
PROFESSION: L= RECEIVED BY LETTER, A=Dgceasep. B= Dismissen, C= Ex
COMMUNICATED, D= LONG CONTINUED ABSENCE.

AH. Breuings  (B).  Mrs, Hawwae Buoop  (B).  CHauncey BrrstoL (7).
STepHEM BurmeTT  (A).  Mps. AsreaiL Burwert  (?). Davip Caswert (7).
Mrs. RutH CunningHaM  (A).  Mrs. Namcy Cumninenam (7). Mrs. M. C.
Dupots  (A). Mrs. A.E. EnocH (7).  Mrs. M. L. Fisk (7).

AusTin GARDNER (A).  Mrs. Mary Garoner  (B).  [Mrs. JuurteT Gruman (7).,
C.D. Hicks (B). Mrs. AmicaiL Hicks (B). Ezra may (7). MRs.
Dorcas May  (A).  Mrs. Levisa May  (?).  Mrs. RuLena McBripe  (A).
Mrs. Loursa RoLLins (7). F.S. Seeupon (7). Mrs. H.C. SHeLpon (7).,

MeMBERS ADDED AFTER MARCH 17, 1833 =

Aspe, AmMzi (P - 1849) BARTLETT: Miss P. (L -~ 1845)
ApBe, Mrs. Sysiv (L - 1843) BemenT: F.D. (P - 1849)

Aepe, C.E. (P - 1849) BeMmeNT, Mrs, M.A.  (A) + (L - 1844
Agse, J.D. (P - 1849) BemenT, Mrs, M.W. (L - 1849)
AmspeNn, Noad (L - 1844) BEMENT: THEODGRE (P - 1849)
Asee, Miss E.M. (P - 1852) BenHAM, AnseL  (B) + (P - 1841)
Amseon, Mrs. S.S. (P - 1847) BenHAM, MRs. A. (B) + (P - 1841)
AMSDEN: J.N. (L - 1851) BenneTT: Mrs. M. (B) + (P - 184Z
Amspen. Miss H.N. (L - 1851) Benson, MrRs. C. (L - 1848)
AMspeENn, Miss L.A. (L - 1851) . BircE, E.M.  (A).+ (L - 1845)
Amspen, Miss F. P. (P - 1852) Biree, Mrs. C. "7(B) + (L - 1845)
AMY, MRs. CORNELIA (L - 1851) BRAINARD, ALBERT (B) + (P - 1841)
Avery. Mrs. CLarinpA (L - 1841) BrainarD, Mrs. S. (B) + (P - 1841
AVERY, SIDNEY (L - 1845) BrisToL: MRs. A. (P - 1842)
AVERY, Mrs., Mary (L - 1845) Brown. L.B. (P - 1845)
AVERY: H. W. (L - 1845) BrowN: Mrs. M. (L - 1845)
AvERY, Mrs. L. 6. (A)+(L - 1845) Brown, Mrs. H.C. (B) + (L - 1846)
AVERY, Mrs. R.P. (L - 1849) BuLL, Mrs. Emiry (B) + (L - 1851
Avery, Miss F.M. (L - 1845) BurneTT, M1ss CATH. (L - 1850)
Avery, Wm. D. (P - 1849) BugrNeTT, Miss LoraIn (P - 1848)
AVERY, E.H. (P - 1849) BusH, MrRs. S.A. (B) + (L - 1851)

CaMPBELL, DR.E.T. (A) + (L - 1840
BarL, Miss E.C. (B) + (L - 1846)




CampeeELL, G.Y. (F - 1849) DooLiTTLE, MRS, E. (L - 1849)

CampBeELL: Mrg. C.T., (L =~ 1849) Doty, Mrs. M. (R) + (L - 1840)
CasweLl. Mrs. Mary (P - 1847) Enoces frs. C.J. (P - 1843)
CasweLL, Miss S.M. (P - 1850) Fanning, Mes., E.R, (L - 1850)
CasweLL, Mrss S. L. (B) + (L - 1849) FarweLl. D.P. (P - 1853)
CasweLL. Mrss ELvira (P - 1849) FarweLt. Mrs, F, (P - 1853)
CaswetL, Joun (P - 1852) FLETCHER, Miss H.M,(B) + (P-1849)
ChanpLer, J.L. (B) + (L - 1850) Foote, ELI (L - 1845)
CHANDLER: MrRs. C. (B) + (L ~ 1850) FooTe, Mrs. M.Y. (B) + (L =~ 1845)
CLarY, Mrss R. L. (B) + (L - 1850) FosTep.A.B.  (B) + (P - 1844)
CLIng, Mrs. Nawcy (L - 1843) FosTer: Mrs. Avis (B)+(L - 1844)
Cuine. Mrss A.E. (P - 1849) FosTer:, Miss A. (B) + (L - 1844)
Cuing, Miss H.D. (P - 1849) GILBERT: MRs. (L -~ 1839)
CoLuins: Mrs. Auice (L - 1846) GLassNER, J.M. (P - 1849)
Cowguin, E.B. (B) + (P - 1849) GLassNER, Mrs., M,J. (P - 1845)
ConkLInN MrRs. ALE. (B) + (L - 1849) GoopinGg, DrR. M.A.(B) + (L - 1847)
Coorer: MRs. GrAce (B) + (P - 1849) GoopInG. Mrs. H.M. (B) + (L - 1847
CuLBerTsan. W.P, (L - 1847) GoopricHs A, (B) + L - 1845)
CutBerTsoN, Mrs., M.C. (A} + (L - 1847) GocpricH., Miss S. (B)+(L - 1844)
CULBERTSON: MRS, H.M. (L - 185D) GookINS, S. (L - 1851)
CurTis, Mrs. C.NM, (A) + (P - 1840) GookiNs, Mrs. F. (L - 1851)
CurTis, Mrs. Mary (A) + (L ~ 1840) Gookins, Mrss H. (L - 1851)
CurTis, M.R. (L - 1844) Hamein, F.B. (P - 1849)

Curtrs, PHILO (P - 1843) Hameos, Mes. L, (P - 1849)
DatLEY, Mrs., ApteatL  (A) + (L - 1846) Harris: Mrs. C. (B) + (L - 1848)
Dana, CHas. (L - 1851) Harrison, Miss M.R. (L - 1851)
Davis, THADDEUS (A) + (P - 1841) HarT, THoMmas (A) + (L - 1844)
Davis MRs. CaTH. (P - 1841) © HART, Mrs. H. (B) +-(L - 1844)
Davis, Miss A.E. (P - 1843) HART, Mrs. S. (A) + (L - 1839)
DAvis, JoHN (L - 1852) Hart. CHEsTER (P - 1852)

Davis. Mrs. Mercy (L - 1852) Hinman, Wu. (B) + (L - 1848)
Davis, Miss mary (A) + (P - 1852) Horan, Mrs. C.H. (P - 1849)
DEAN, BRADFORD (L - 1842) HoyT, Mrs. H.P. (B) + (L - 1847)
DeanN, MRs. RELIEF (L - 1842) HussarD, E. (L - 1851)

Dean, G.E. (A) + (P - 1843) HuerArRD. Mrs. L.P. (L - 1851)
Dean, Mrs, H. (P - 1852) HusrarD . N. (L - 1852)
DerTHICK, N.H. (B) + (P - 1843) HussarD, GEO. (P - 1852)
DERTHICK, Mrs. E. (B) + (1843) HucHs, Miss M. (B) + (L - 1844)

Dickey, Davip (A) + (L - 13845) HuLBerT, Miss A.B. (P - 1849)




HUuMPHREY: MRS. McCarTMEY: MRS, J. (A) + (L =~ 1844)
Humprrey. E.M,  (A) + (L - 1844) McConNeLL, Myss E, (B) + (P - 1841)

IpeLess ALG. (D) + (P ~ 1845) McEwen, D. (L - 1847)
IngersoLt, S, (D) + (P - 1840) McMaron: Miss S§. (P - 1851)
JonES, Mrs. M. (P - 1841) McMeeken, Mrs, C. (L ~ 1851)

JoHnson, J.P, (B) + (L - 1851) McWHorTER: M. (C) + (L - 1843)
JoHnsonN, Mrs. M. (B) + (L -~ 1851) McWiorTER, MRrS.

JonNEs, Wm. (P - 1852) McWHorTER, J.R, (D) + (L - 1850)
KeLey, Mrs. J. (P - 1849) McWrorveER, MRs. S. (L - 1850)
King, Joxn (D) + (P ~ 1843) Meap, Mrs. S.M. (L - 1846)
Knox, Mrs, M.J. (L - 1847) MITCHELL, J. (L - 1850)

Lacy, GersHam (L - 1851) MiTcHeLL, Mrss §. (L - 1850)
Lacy, Mrs. M. (L - 1851) Morey, Mrs. E. (B) + (L - 1844)
Lacy, D.W. (L - 1851) MurDAFF., Mrs. P. (P - 1845)
Lacy, Mrs. §. R. (L - 1851) NasH, Wd M. (B) + (L - 1852)
Lawrie, Jouwn (P - 1849) NasH. Mrs. D. (B) + (P ~ 1852)
Lawrie, Mrs. C. (P - 1849) Newson, Mrs. L. (P - 1850)
LeonarD: Mrs. S.A. (P - 1845) NicHoLs, J.S. (L - 1852)
LeonArRD, Mrs. M.L. (L - 1849) NicHors, Mrs. E. (L - 1852)
Linsty, T. (L - 1851) NicHoLs, Miss S. (P - 1852)
Linsty. Mrs. C. (L - 1850) NicHoLs, Miss H.M. (L - 1851)
Linsey, F. (L - 1851) Norrrs, N, (B) + (L - 1850)
Linsty, Mrs. E.C. (L - 1851) Norr1s. Mrs. A. (B) + (L - 1850)
Linsty, T.H. (L - 1851) Orvis, Mrs. M.P. (B) + (L - 1845)
LinsLy, CHas (L - 1851) OrvIs, WM R. (L - 1847)
Loomis, G. (B) + (L - 1846) Orvis, Mrs. L. (L - 1847)

Loomrs, Mrs. E. (B) + (L - 1846) Page. Davip (P - 1841)

Loop, Mrs. C. (A) + (L - 1840) Pace, Mrs. F. (L -71843)

Loor, Mrs. S. (A) + (L - 1840) PaLMER, Miss M. (B) + (L - 1842)
Lunpy, Mrs. E.A. (A) + (L - 1842) Parks, CHAS. (P - 1850)
MaLLORY, Mrs. A.W. (L - 1852) PARkS: Mrs. C. (P - 1850)
MAaLLorRY, Mrss H. A. (L - 1852) PauL, Mrs. Jane (B) + (L - 1844)
MarsH, Miss L.W. (B) + (L - 1840) Peprer, SaML. (P - 1851)

MarsHaLL, H. (B) + (L - 1844) PerseL, Mrs. M. (B) + (L - 1842)
MARSHALL, Mrs. M. (B) + (L - 1844) Petvtis, Mrs. D. (A) + (L - 1845)
MATTHEWS, P. (A) + (P - 1843) PlErRcE. Asa (A) + (L - 1846)
MATTHEWS, MrRs. R. (A) + (L - 1840) Pierce, Mrs. M. (B) + (L - 1846)
MaTTHEWS, Mrs. E. (L - 1840) Prerce, Miss M. (A) + (L - 1846)
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PuunkeT, Mrs. A, (B) + (L - 1845) Tyaver, Mrs. F.S. (L - 1845)
Post. Mrs. T (B) + (L - 1842) Tyompson, Mrs. M. (B)+(L - 1846)
Post, Mrss E. T. (B) + (L - 1842)  Tongue, OrrIinN (L -1847)

PraTT, Miss M. AL (B) + (L - 1844) Tongue, MRs. A. (L - 1847)
Prinote, L.D.  (B) + (L - 1848) ToNGUE: S.H. (A) + (L - 1847)
QuackenBoss, MrRs. vane (P - 1849)  Tonguz, L.N. (B) + (L - 1849)
QuackenBoss, Mrss Jane (P - 1849) Tongue, Miss A. (P - 1850)

Reep, Wm (L - 1842) TRirp, IsragL (L - 1844)

Reep, Mrs. J.D. (L - 1840) TrR1eP, MRs. E.A. (L - 1851)
Reep, Dr. B. (L - 1850) TrRipp, J.D. (L - 1851)

Reep, Mrs. C. (L - 1851) TrRipp, Mrs. A, (L - 1851)

Reep, Miss AW, (L - 1851) Twist, ELius (B) + (L - 1846)
Reney, frs. A. (B) + (L - 1851) WaDsWoRTH. J. (B) + (L - 1844)
Roes, J.C. (P - 1843) WALker, JoeL (L - 1839)
RoBinson. Jas. (D) + (P - 1849) WALKER, Mrs. A. (L - 1839)
Rosinson, Miss §. (P - 1849) WHEELER, Apam (B) + (L - 184l4)
Rovee, E.T. (L - 1849) WHEELER, MRs. E. (B) + (L - 1844)
Sanps, Mrs. D. (L - 1842) WHELDEN, MRs. H. (P - 1842)

Scort. Mrs. M. (B) + (L - 1843)  wyire, Marcus (B) + (P - 1842)
Sears, L.B. (L - 1843) WhiTe, MRs. E.  (B) + (P - 1842)
Sears, Mrs. M. (P - 1843) WHiTE, Miss M.A. (A) + (P = 1843)
SeeLy, 5.S. (P - 1845) WHITNEY, MRs. A. (B) + (L - 1847)
SHirwin, Mrs. S. (B)+(P - 1849)  yyicox, Mark  (C) + (P - 1843)
SwrTH, Mason (L - 1849) WiLcox, Mrs. H. (B) + (P - 1840)
SMITH, HARRISON (P - 1852) WiLcox, Miss R.A.  (B) + (P - 1849)
Spencer, Mrs. A. (L - 1851) WiLLiems, Jas (P - 1849)

SeEncer, Miss B.E. (P - 1852) i i1ams, Mes. J.E. (L - 1844)
STEPHENSON, MRSL;) Wing, J.V. (L --1356)
STEPHENSON, S.A. (P - 1847) Ving, Mrs. S.A. (L.~ 1850)
Stockins, J.C. (D)+(P - 1845) Woobrurr. Mrs. C. R. (P - 1849)
StockweLL, Mes. A. (L - 1849) Woops, MRs. P. T. (B) + (L - 1840)
Story, Mrs. C. (P - 1850) WoobworTH, H.P. (D) + (L -~ 1845)
Stowe, Mrs. B. (L - 1839) WoobwoRTH. MRs. M.J. (D) + (L - 1845)
TavLor: Mrs. A, (P - 1849) WrieHT, Mrs. A.S. (L - 1840)
TavyLor, Miss E. (P - 1851) York, Miss S. (L - 1846)

TERWILLIGER, J.S. (L - 1849)

TERWILLIGER, Mrs. E.M.(L - 1849)

TERWILLIGER, Mrs. F. (L - 1851) Martin William Johnson
514 W. Menominee

THAaYER, W.A. (L - 1850) Belvidere, IL 61008
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Clureh Covenaut
| |

Having beery Tedo as we Lodieve, by the Spirit of God,
o reerive the Lo-g WJesus Chrisg as ony Savionss and, on
profession of our talth, having been Dagstizesl in the Name
of the Father, and of the >, amd of the ol Ghod, we
do now, in e presence of o aiaels, and this asseanbly,
it covenant with one

west solemmly amd sty e
another, s e oy e Cheist,

We provi ¢, by the akl of the Holy Spivito to foreake
the paths of «dn, ond o welk 0

« msvs of holiness. all the
duays of our lhes With s sien we enzage to srive
together for the advancenent of ghis Chuareh in Kunowledge,
Holiness anid Camfori: to promoets e prosperity and Spirvit-
unditv: 1o sestain it worship,  ocdinances disecipline, and
Qoctrines: to eovaribute, chessfully an! rexubody. to
sapport of the ministey: the evperses of the Churehy
rejiet of the yoo, ad the spread ot the Gospel thronzhoent

the

th

all snatioas
We alen epzaze togmintain tamily aad  scoret devo-

tion: fo relidfonusly ecaucate e chiidrent fo o oseek the *sal-
vation of enr Khindred and sequnaintences: to walk  eiveam-
spectls i the world:s to he just s oope dealings: faithiuwl in
our ehgaagesients, aad mempingy i o depotimenptd to avoid
all tatrling,
e sade aud use of intosirating figrors, as a0 beverage, and
to hi- zoalons in our efforis fo advenee the Kingdoin of our
Savioar,
We tTuriher snzase 1o walk fegcther in Christian Jove
and  watehfuln s, givine  and  recciving  admonition  with
meekness and affestion: to remenher each other ja prayer:
t aid ea-h other in ciekness  and  distress;  to egliivate
Christian sunparhy i feeling and comtte-y ' speerhs to be
slow to fake oflense. bat sinsas zeady tor reconcilintion wwl

mindiu! of the rules of o0 Nevinogy, o secure it withont
r

DackBivino, and eveessive anger; to absiin Trom

delay.
We, moresyer, cpoase thit, when we renaote frgm this

place, we will, s saon as vaossibls, onite with  some ‘other
Chupeh, wWhete we enp onrry <ot the spieit of this {"ovenant,

and the pirinciples of Cof's wore,
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u Reropuition of the Seventieth Anniver.

e

saru of the First Baptist Church.

e

As a Cuken of love fo the God of our
Fathess, and of fuith in the perpetuity of the
Gespe! und th> mission of the Church of

Jesus Christ,

As @ Trstimmy of sratitude io God for
the abundant labors and self-denying ser-
vicos of the “gocdly company”’ whese daunt-

£ Yy
fosy Fuith and deathl-ss decotion: were inspired

, ) R
andg ~astained of God

As Reucaliun Ls all: examples fo emulate,
idects t cherish and imperiskable principles
v embody by faith and express by Joce, the
following pages wro compilid, trasting the
suidance and geedness of God in the oasi
may presage ¢ deeper and diviner portion for

His peopie in the fulure.
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APTIST CHURCH, FIRST BUILDING—DEDICATED 1839,

“Among the earliest settlers were Timothy Caswell and wife,
were Baptists, and setiled in 1835, on the farm later occupxed by
Gershom, Lacy, and long after by his son, D. W. Soon after, Deafon
Ira Haskins and family settled just north of town where Mr. Co
DuBoxs and vufe long resided.” Bmlx dxed there, \vortln member: —;f'

Church Organization

@::

I)eacon John Tinl\er. were ammxg the early addmons by letter and
for manv wears, zealous church workers. As the home of Deacon Ira

point for preaching or prayver service of the httle uand After jthe
sale by Mr. Fred DuBms the property passed from Baptist possession,
but has recentlx been restored by purchase and improved by
Baptist Brother, John Cleaver. The historic location and its sev
worthy occuxi’ants deserved this extended mention. The young, jhut
now growing, church maintained its services as related in the hunibl
contracted homes of the members for ahout two and one-half yvears
after organization. The first child horn in Boone county was a son
at the Haskins home. His letter. nearly foriy years later, from
Vermont., 15 copied and wiil be found fa Noes from the $0th An-
nniversary.

7



Larly #history

L

TEV. J()H\' S. l\l\(;, M. B

i -

To_Rev. John 3. King. M. D, an ohie and devout Baptist preacher
and ph\m jan from western New Yors, belongs the undisputed honor
of first unfurling the Gospel : iuner near the banks of the Kishwaukee,
and upon a Swumlay in \i.x.tl‘ ek, 1o begin the religious services in
the log cabin of Timothy Casweli near the east Lend of the river.
These preaching and -prayver services were conducted there, or at one
or two other homes as noted, until July 2%, 1836, when, encouraged

by the recent coming of Baptists, Dr. King at his own house. helped’

to organize the FIRST BAPTIST CHURCHL OF BELVIDERE, with

SINTEEN CONSTITUENT MEMBERS, ViZ:

tev. John 8. King, M. 1.

Nathaniel Croshy

Mouses Blood

Mrs, ITlizaheth Payne

Melvin Schenck

Calvin Kingsley

Mrs. Charlotte S, Kingsley

Mrs. Anna Schenck

Aundrew Moss

Timothy Caswell

Mys. Mary Caswell

Caleb Blood

Ira Haskins

(harles S. Whitman

Mrs. Matilda Caswell

Mrs. Mary Haskins

Note that ten of the sixteen were men, and that nine had seripture

names. Now quoting Dr. Reed, we find that ° dte1 littie c¢hureh
adopted the arricles of fuith and Tthe covenant ohseryed substantially
Ly the church of to-day, and in keeping with the views of regular Bap.
tist churches, Fifteen davs after organization Dr. F&n.g administered
the Lord's Supper, and was the first one so to do in northern IHinois,™
In the winter of 1544, with the résotutions adopted by the association,
we read, “that we recommend the propriety of using the pure juice of
the grape, or fruit of the vine, in the ouservance of the Lo-d’s Supper,
instead of impure mixtures comaining alcohol™

8

Jutrmduriory

)

™~

- -Compited by Ju\‘ H bnuon-

On several occasions the First ’Ba]mst church has observed anni-
versaries of its history: but prior to 186X they were only reviews of
epochs of service by a few of our earlier pastors, In farewell and
reminiscent sermons. covering mainiy the period of their respective
pastorates, nor were such few leaves of the past feft to aid us now,~—
no “write up’or smmmary of the church’s history was prepared until
1865, when Revr LV B \\ Lawrence, gave a.most interesting, minute and
extended hlsto"i ‘of the eaxhest days. That was upon the dedication
of our present church edifice. Rev. Dr. H. J1. Eddy, pastor. Of that
*red letter day

e

we shall make fu her mennon.

On the Fortieth anniversary, 1876, Rev. \\ . A. Welsher, pastor, ap-
propriate observance of the day was mnde e;tended ndilce of that glad
occasion will e made as our story goues on; again, ten years later, the
*Golden Anniversary™ was celehrated. Dr. H. W, Reed pastor, delivered

a carefuliy prepared and detaiied hxstonc:u sermon before the Kock
River Baptist Association, which met that year with our church and then
partivipated with ws in the celebration of our “Semi-Centennial. >
Dr, Reed chose his text with rare appropriateness, from Job 37:14,—
“*Stand still and censider the wonderous works of God.” In 1894
Re\' R.rb. Wa lker, pastor, compiled a valuable suimmation in the form
o{ a small “vear boak * 1t would seem thean io be fhe natural task ant
cclusive privilege of our present gifte¢ pastor to continue the record
but with a cordial promise of generous assistance he ;refers to detail
R veteran private Irom the ranks to conclude the story of the
“three score and ten” of pur (iod-hlessed and honored church life.
Gleaning, then, like Ruth, what by command of Boaz, was pur-
posely left by the roung men, we also find that reapers,_.ﬁegg_‘ and
Walker, have “Let fall even among the sheaves' they carefully bound,
‘far more grain than ¢an now be garnered, and while fully recognizing
the worth of their respective memoriuis we must yet ever turn to our
veneranle Elder Lawrem e, for like St. Luke, “*having had perfect un-
derstandmg 0( ali !hmgs from the very first,”” his statement of faets
and relation of jucidents must remain, as they have ever been regarded,
the most trustwerthy and final. Let us then see what he has told of
the eariiest gatherings of the little Baptist flock.

6




REV. JOHN . Kl\'(i. )1. b. lxh bW, L.\\\'Rl-:. (‘F

'Rév. Lawre: we, or the Elder, as he was f'en(‘m" cn]led, tell:
us now, "My first Teeting with the jnfani church took place on the
first Sabbath in Ocroer. 1526, The church had. previous to this,
called to ihe pastorate, Rev. Seth 8. Whitman, who had accepted, and
was expected on that dax.  He Tafled 1o arrile and I was invited to
preach. The place of meering was one of the reoms of the log cabin,
afterward ocenpied b Deacon Reulen Burk, Two cabins were erected
near each other. and the tooul of shiukes “extended over the whole.
1 had for an a.dience 2 maloriiy of the peopie of what was soon after
known a= Boone county L..xm 1. Presbyrerians, Methodists aud others,
We had no choir: all sang “with spirit and the understanding. also.”
The following Sabbath the pastor-elect having arrived, the room, 16x16,
was eramned with the settlers.  The litt'e church kept on hey way- -
the pastor garhering his salary from the clumps of timber with his
rifle: what litile additional =alary he received was paid in work on
his elainm.”

In the fail of 1\;;7 having settled on ihe farm at Lawrencevilie where
Lu continuonsiy tived for an even Ho years, the Elder records that he
‘with others. inciuding his wife, his father, Joﬂn‘La\vrPnce. and wife,
united by letter with the church, and the fol m\sTng"ve'tr Bro.v Whirman
had the priveiege of (rm:fumf' the placid waters of the I\.mh“aukee
* *  purying .-vm*'uh Irs waters u convert, Mr. Edward E, Moss * *
the first haprisp Beiweey tle» Fox river and The Pacific ocean;—that
Father Haydeh, wils :md d'w;zht»r brounght their letrters and wunited
with ns, coting with ox teum and wagon sixtesn miles.”™ They wanted
a4 charel honte and savelv jriced ils privileges: bat in the spring of
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1829 Pastor Whitman and Rev. Lawrenee, helped to organize a liitle
church nearer home, and near the Wisconsin line. 1n 1819 one of their
number, _}_3319&: Veness. was ordained, L the help azzin of pastors
Whitman and Lawronce, as their pusior.  He was an efficient pioneer
preacher and worked for many yeiars in thelr seetion; was the father of
our recently deceased slxtvr Mrs. Elizabeth \'eness \1.1luo wife of
Deacon_ Inmpl “\l.abw lnng & Active in ehareh and Sxmd.n' “sehoo! work
With us at Belvidere —for a time at \Woodstack, and earlier at Rockton,
where she was laid to rest beside her venorable father.

At the Covenant® meeting, December. 15838, a very important
movement was started--then. as npow, not only talked up hut actually
planced and worked up by the tew lady memiers of the littie homeless
church. Rerv. Lawrence tells us it was “no lers than the building of a
house of \vorc'.hm *TET . Anmong those who orizinated the movement
were the pastor’s wife, As. Matilda Whitman, Mrs (‘harles thtma’i
a.d Mrs. Deacon ira Hasking, * T 'Whe fequested me to draw D
a mhscnnt:on paiim"\\'lm-‘l thn' insisted the ladies should first sign
which they did. and furnished most of the nie ex to purchase the pails,
glass, ete. * * *  (One brother subseribed the frame, apother the
cak lumber, others paid liberally in work, and the foundaticn was iaid
the following week. Fach out of his. or her penury did what he could.
The amount thought necessary was then and there secured.”” The lo-
cation of this, the first house of worship built in Delvidere, and there
was none west of us. was on the south-east eorner of Van Buren and
Hurlbut Ave., now ocenpied by the hriek residence of Mrs E. _H. Rey-
nelds. In less than two monihs from the date of first %uhscrmtmn

"Fehmar,v, 1829, the church bullding was complefed for occupaneyx.

Its dedication was e of a frio of notable similar events in the young
village. Dbringing guests from Chivago and elsewhere. The others
being the opening of the Big Thunder hotel, in 1%38, and the American
House in 1842,

Rev, . La\\rem-o records, “Bro. Isage Tazlor Hmm.l pastor of the
first, and then onI\' Baptist chareh in Chivago, pro:nhed the sermon.
AMeetings were conutinued several davs and nights and a goedly number
were added to the churech by baptisn:”

The mention of Rev. Dr. King mt~i Low sulfive, though a more
extended and better iribute should i+ ziven to one to whom we, as a
church, owe so much. Qur DBaone Couniy: Listory, 1877, justly devoies
space to his memory; we quote but in pari. “IHe planted and lived {o
see it ripen into a golden harvest, and at the age of nearly ninety years,
died at DeKall.” We are indebted to Mrs. Geo, Morehouse, of Brook-
ings, S. Dak., for nhoto of hr I\m" her srandfather, and of her father,
Dea H L (‘rmhv

LUTHER W, LAWRENCE

The next to come, and surely his peer in abiiity, zezl and long
self-sacrificing service. was Lumer W, Lawrence:, others had known him
much longer than Dr. Heed, hat Y- kad odrned of his labors here, and
personally enjoyed his friendship atnl counsels for two years when he
records: It would be diflicult for any one to estimate the valne of the
work of this man of God. ile came here a Heensed preacher. He was
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SETH S, WHITMAXN | I’l V. S, A ESTEE,
ordained here July 11. 182%. ¥rem this (hvrvh he went out to do the
Lord’s work. * * * But ir has also been as an wlviser, and as a priv-
ate member of this chureh thar much of his work hias been done. Many
times has he heen foremost in doing just the needsd work. fThe records

necessarily an incomplete pictvre of the chureh life- -show that much
was doue by Elder Lawrence., Now {15856y he Is id aside, and though
oL permittéd to he with us. his thoughts ani his prayers are still
iven in behalf of the church.” Living on his pioneer farm, three miles
sast of town. he ever respanded to a short potice call to supply the
home pulpit when others failed us. and at ali times bore his share of
the fAnaneial burdens of earh year. From 1336 te 1837 he served as
pastor or as supply at Coral, Rockton Clherry Yailey. Spring and at
Huntley:; and our sister church at Marengo, in their recent “"Souvenir
History™ of sixty-five yvears of their shurch life, ¢o full, like our own,
uf eariy heroic otruggle, so signaliv hlessed in the later years, gives
1l and gratefnl recognition of hig early, and of his renewed service
in MeHenry connty, stating, “ibhat he was ureediolten to become our
pastor, but declined, yet served ws with very little femmuneration until
we called & pastor.”

Dea. Tacob T. Saxton, of Cherry Valley, oimn bore thankful test-
fmony of (he gwat and mne!v hielp the Elder gave their litrie Baptist
band. when Uy pulpit sunpl\ and counsel he encouraged them 1o
maintain their organization.  Bro. Seymour Fulier was also a supporfer
ot the Valley church, We have but little space, nor is this the place
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for more than brief record of his more pubjic services, :u  the
State Legislature, as our county Probate Judge, when he ably served
the county that he knew and loved so well, or, but briefly to reeall
the earnest. oft eloguent patrivtir addresses in town hall, in country
school houses encouraging enlistments and denosuncing ireason in the
dark war days.

When the sad news was received, April 14, 1565, that our beloved
Premdent Lincoln had Leen assassinated, a mass meeting was called at
The - “Preslivterian chureh. Plaves of business were closed, at time of
meetings, day and evening. The Belvidere Standard records that
L: ﬂvggr_ge spoke feelingly of his lasi meeting with President e!ect Lm—
coln at Springfieid the day he left for Washingion. thax Lawrence saig,
“On'l'v one event in history exceeded in perfidy the assassination of Lin-
coln; that was when the Jews, In their madness. eried ont, "awuy with
Him, ¢rucify Him." Botk Lincoln and Ellsworth, who went with him,
had fallen martyrs. It was manly o weep, but all must now arise to
the new responsibilities ” e then #aid that his own age at that time
was 357, the same as Lin"uln‘e when he died. Whea we think of his
long, useful servive, for noth Chareh and State, did he not preeninentiy
obey the command of the Divine Master--not less uvhligatory on us all
to-day: “Render unto (aesar the things which are (aesar’s, and nnto
God the things that ars God's.” 1t seemed fitting that after his Iabors
of 50 years in 1llinois, e should be laid *o rest, in 1887, heside wife
and parents. in Lawreneeville ("emetery, adjoining the home farm, which
was his own seleciion and care.

l.l~ . M~‘TH \\ lﬂ'l MAN

Of the two wort h\ shopherns. l\mg and JLawrence, who folded the
first Baptist flock. the latter camé, and for a time, labored as an un-
ordained worker, hut like his New Testament modeis who seattered
abroad everywhere, wens preaching the Word, so lke S flwell, Smnth-
worth, Marvin, Powell, Cole. the _Scofields and others, éame as lmdarq
first heraldmg the znclmf the Son of God: but the rew church and
growing town needed a resident pastor, and were zoon blessed by rthe
coming of Rev. Prof. Seth §. Whitman a graduate of. and professor
in the Hamilion, NX." Y. Bow olgate. Theolozical Seminary. Was it
not providential that his two enterprising brotfiers. Charles and Hu‘am.
preceded him to the new western home? Their vattlement here Saeured
to the infant church and countiy seat, a devout and gifted man, in his
early prime, peculiarly fitted by his varied talents. Ly the exercise of
whick he was enabled to efliciently discharge the duties of preacher,
and pastor, of teacher, and as our first Cirenit Clerk and Recorder aiso
as the first Pest Master of Belvidere, his appointmen: being made swhen
the state road and sicge rouate were ostablished between Chicago and
fzalena, this being the first Post Office opened batween those, tien rival
frontier towns. Dr. Whitney kas recorded. “Dec. 340 1836, -8, S,
w hitman ap]v)nued po&m.a'ﬁ(er. he held the office about six rears,
‘\hen “without a hearing, he was ascused, tried. and vonvicted of being
an honest,, upright, and faithial public servant., and 2 whig, when o
went his head.”

Rev, P Spencer W h*:mzm a third brother. =lso from Hamilton
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REV. CHAS. H. ROE

Seminary, was at several timer a resident here; he and his wife conduet-
ed a private classical and musical school, and he aceassionally pregched
for us in the early sixties. They removed to lowa, and the Osage, lowa,
Baptist Seminary, where Mr. Whitman and his talented wife were
teachers, acknowledge their grateful obligations to them as sueh, and
also for their liberal financial help. They returned to their Georgia home
some years after the war, where hoth died.

The pastorate of Rev. Whitman closed with the fall of 1546, He re-
moved to Madison, Wisconsin, was pastor there, died in 18322 was bur-
ied here on family loi, near main entrance to the cemetery and directiy
adjoining the lot where in 1519, the Presbyteriany Lad laid ro rest their
first pastor, Rev. Royal Nathanjel Wright, who ;h:;g, faithfully served
their young but vigorous church for over eight years. The family of Rev
Whitmang, remained at Belvidere for a time. Mrs. z\’\ hitman removed to
Leavenworth, Kan.., where, at the home of her*dau"h(er Mrs. Julia W.
Scott. she died and was buried. here, many of the older redidents ar-
tending service at the grave. JMrs. Seott only remains of the family. The
God-fearing and talented Whitman auartette, hrothers, Charles, Hiram,
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Rev, Prof, Seth S.. and P. Sahenrver, not forgetting their ased and

veperated father, Dea. Jacob Whitman, were a valuable acqui-it:on to
a new settlement and coanty reat: their work was well done.  Their
worthy descendants have, in afer years, ever nwell sustained thre honored
name.

THE SECOXD HOUSE OF WORsSEIP

The second Louse of worship was imi’»? during the patorate of
of Re\ W hnm'm.-vum Dr. Roe. as Rev. aﬂwr records in his Year
Book. “He euilenn\ conied from the bumm ('-mnt\ listory. Those on
the ground before Dr. Roe's coming will confirm Revy. L.s“renmu
siatement, In the winter of 18513 the church mx;mud a grac Cious Fe
vival which rendered their house of worship too strait, but the times
were hard, the price of produce very low, the peopde were poor, the
work was delaved until! 1844 The lots generomsly deeded by Pastors
Whitman and wife te the church. npron which our sersnd house of wor-
ship was erected in 1~5314, and azain our third. the present cdifice, in
1888, included one-half of the ground from East street. now Hnrlbut
avenue, to Mechuanie street, now Lincoin avenue, save one Jot between
the ground deeded to the Baptists and 1Tie vorner npon which the Pres-
byierians had the previoas year. 1845, erecied their first neat, and then
commaodious building: but this was destined 1o give place to their now
spacious and modern church edifice. *The lot hetween the two church-
es confained a small dwelling which had long been in ill repair and so
left unoccupied, an ~“evesore™ and yef could not be removed
unless the lot was bought. The owner declined to sell for some vears,
but finally the trustees of the two societies got his consent to sell though
at a full price. Subscriptions were made, the lot was bought, and the
obstacle was removed, and an agreement was signed by the trustees
that the lot and all space between the iwe chureh buildings should
not be built upon, but should he thrown open and used only for a
Park. While this was regarded as a marked improvement. and as an
additional bhond of cordial Christian fellowship, unbroken from ihe
earliest days, why should we be content to leave the ground without
further improvement? It would he .indeed, a “Union Park™ could we.
by united effort, install a fountain and otherwise properly improve the
ground in keeping with our city’s improvements.

Upon the completion of the second church building, 1844, the
first Duilt, 1339, was sold to Alp\ \mwl*- for a school house and was
moved to the lot directly uppnsxt@ “Was rented, and Jater. hought by the
Universalist society. and used by them for 2 church. and also rented
as a school room. until the present 1niversalist church bujlding was
erected when it was sold and moved to State sireet, and later moved
by Ira l) Hill_to West Haurlbut avenue where it ver stands, a near res-
idence as shown., OQur pastor’s “snap shot” secared the picture.

Hd»r Lawrence has told us that “one brother subseribed the
irame, it has prmmx 1that he, and others. our worthy fathers, build-
ed better than they knew.

From autnmn. 1%46, about a year and a half passed hefore the
calling of our second pastar, the puipit was supplici at times by _Rev

[
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Dr. King, but for a year by RP\ \almovi \mrm!t, also from \Western New
Prahidut
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York, then with his family, a resident here, and by a few earlier meny-
bers vet remembered as a cloxe friend and co-laborer with_Rev. Law-
rence. In Bureau and Jo Davies counties, Hlinois. in Iowa, Wisconsin
and ,\}issnuri, he did much good work for the pioneer churches. He
died at Pierce City, Mo.
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REY, S. A, ESTEE

Rev. 8. A, Estee. also a native of New York state, hecame pastor
May 1848, Hev. ;I‘{‘,go‘(i Cstates, “"The winter following witnessed a
gracious outpouring of God's Holy Spirit, and the conversions of many
to Christ, so that at the association in June, 1549, they reported

one hundred and four bhaptisms, and six later. his is the largest
number baptized in any vear of the ¢hurch’s history,” Pasiu_r Estgg_re-
signed in 1851—died at Aurora, 1572, ' T

REV. CHARLES HILL ROE

Seven weeks passed when Rev. Charles JHIT _Roe,  of
Birmingham, England, with his family, consisting of his wife,
six daughters and four sons, arrived as our third pastor.
This was a vear and more before we heard the welcome whistle
of old “Pioneer,”” the engine first to go west of Chiicago, shown and eare-
fully guarded as a prized relic by the great Chicage & Northwestern
Co., forty-five years later, at the 1893 Columbian Exposition. This
explains the necessity of meeting the family with a carriage and wagons,
not antomobhiles, as three of our trusty brothers did at Waukegan, as
they had crossed the Lake to Milwaukee, and then down to Waukegan;
hut as Mrs. Shannon tells best of the coming in her Memoirs of her
father, “A" Minister's Life,” we quote. “When we moved to Belvidere,
three of the brethren, Daxid Stockwell, EHas Mable and old father
Tobyne, met us at Waukegan on the Lake, and took as and our zoods
across the country to Belvidere. That church had been recommended
to my father by Dr. Benjamin Hill, Secrerary of the Home Missionary
society, as the largest in the Stite, not excluding Chicago. and had a
good reputation. Pastor and chureh were mutually pleased, which
ripened into affection, strengthened with each succeeding year. We
found ourselves in the midst of kind Christian people *  *  *  yhile
tolerating our lack of practical Yankee smariness, yet appreciated their
pastor and his wife, as spiritnal leaders, and were thankful for all
that was good and helpful in the family.”™ Of the pastorate at Del-
videre Mrs. Shannon truthiully states, Dr. H. €. Mabie grew up from
childhood To Foung manhood under the pastorate of Dr. Roe: perhaps
none were more profoundly impressed Ly that minisiry. * * * I
was, in a peculiar sense. his son in the Gospel,” hut as_Dir. Mabie
himself contributed much of interest 1o us relaz ing to Dr. Roe. and him-
self, we quore his own words, with as few stars a8 OUr space will
permit: “The setilers in towns then springing up in Northern Illin-
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ois were mmpnsvd of scions from some of the he\t <tock in our Iuastem
States.  These families were almost without exception, native Amer-
iran families, were the overflow {rom onr best New England and New
York Stare commununities. * *  *  The Belvidere church itself was, at
that early period, a sort of colonizing cenfer, a.propogating bed for
numerous of similar sort further west. The town had its awhitions
educationaliv. * *  *  The very building that housed the Academy,
heautifully sitnated on the mound, was afterward purchased by .
Roe and long occupied as hLis family domicile. e had known r.ho
Fascinations of marked popularity in a metropolis: was a man of
peculiar native modesty. On coming to the New World he avoided
conspicuous positions. *  *  Jle was soon in the full tide of revival
mestings, and the banks of the Kishwaukee river at the ‘Big Bend’
were often thronged with hundreds of observers witnessing the bap-
tirm of rejoicing converts. I)x'.:Rml was In presence most commanding,
h feet, 21q inches in hexghbﬂlne Ixmz Saul, head and shoulders alhove
colnmon wen, and martial in bearing. * * *  As a pastor ke had a
great faculiy for diseerning the various gifts of men in the parish and
setting them to work; of sending out two ajditwo * * who had
speaking powers, into the country school hohses Sunday afternoons
te tell out the gospel as hegt they could. * = ‘* He was keen to dis-
rern the latent powers and promise of a \-nugh watching for the marks
nY God’s hand up(m 'm,\x Pspecmllv thase who gave promise of bheing
led intv the mibistry ~ Ur \hine continues, "He had early singled
wut the writer for work of th6 sort for which he believed God had in-
tende-d him " Dir. Manie, in this counecidon speaks of his own con-
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version and first purpose for preparation and gospel work. This was
in the winter of 1338, Dr. Roe, assisted by Dr. Weston. referred to
later in this church story, were holding evangelistic meetings which
were blessed of God, resulting in a large addition and much goad 1o
our chureh.  Both Dr. Roe and Dr. Weston encouraged and urged the
voung convert, and Dr.” Mahie records, **Not long afier the insight of
this prophet of God concerning his spiritwal child was seconded by mv
parents, *  *  that 1 might enter the University at Chicago. and make
a irial of it Tor one term. * * this trial term. * * 1863, extended
itrelf into five consecutive vears in that institution, * * later evan-
welizing as a student preacher in northern Illinois and southern \Wis-
consin. Here at Belvidere it will interest zall to know Dr. Roe direct-
ed young \Lune in his first work on the home field. “During the first
ferm in (‘hwnw) *  * a marked revival had ocenrred, ote.,—a case of
small-pox broke out in the College building* * we were soon sent
home. [ at once went te the pastor, gave him an account of the
stndents” revival, Not long after he said, *“the Lord has sent you honie
i¢ stir us up here in the old chureh, * _*¥ Tale this list of names and
g0 to work.” * * * ] dared not flinch. 1 set about it. Once hegun
this revival spread from family to family through the high school, into
the country districts.” Many were converted. _Dr. \Iab)e further des-
cribes I)r,,Rqe “He was by birth, an Irishman, and Ceitic character-
istics wore Pronounced in him. His sermons were unreportable. He rev-
elled in Old Testament texts and the exposition of their rich Hebrew im-
agery. As a preacher none whom 1 have ever known would he more dif-
ficult to characterize. He could thunder like Sinai and vet persuade with
all of Calvary’s tenderness. His long prayer on Sabbath morning was
half the service.” Dr. Mabie concludes the pastorate of Dr. Roe and
speaks f his own. **About twenty vears after Dr. Roe 'S 1ahors in Belu-
dere had closed 1 found myself in the provideiice of Goa for a period of
sixteen months the pastor of that same dear old church. Great changes
had occurred. A mid-summer revival, widespread and thorough. occured.
- Reed has told of the work. Dr. \Iabxe refers again to the influence of
the life - and teaching of our deanrod pagtor **As for myself upon every
remembrance of him through the passing years, | have inwardly ex-
claimed. as I involuntarily did on that June day in 1872, when sum-
moned to his chamber in his translation hour, My father, my father,
the charict of Israel and the horsemen thereof.” Mrs. Shannon has
Lest told of the day in June when the Rock River Association was hold-
ing its last day’'s session at our church. *“On this morning he walked
to church, his majestic figure clad in spotless white duck. and heard
Rev. W. W. Moore preach from 1 Cor. 1:28, He listes «d attentively,
AN SETd T WAS 4n excellent sermon. He took his place wirh the family
at dinner. All went out in the afternoon but his sister, Mrs. Bushell,
While they were gone the messenger appeared. * * * "He was {aken
from us. We saw him no more. * * _Rev. J. C. Burroughs, D. D.
preached the funeral sermon by the reqnest of Dr. Roe. Text: ‘I
have fought a good fight, ete. An affectiunate, able tribute from his
close friend and co-lahorer. Appreciative remarks were also made hy
our pastor, I)r AMiner, Judge Lawrence, Reyv, John Fulton, pastor of

ihe South church, Ge (,en. Hurﬂ)i}t, and Gen, A..CoFuller.” All were from
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the heart. We cannot vopy them as we wonld like. He was laid
tenderly to rest beside his wife, his eldest son, W 111mm and two daugh-
ters, Mary and Katie, the wife of Rm' J. 8. \Ialue, “h(\ had preceded
him to the heaVenly home.

Lieut. Roe’s reference to his mother must not he omijtted:
“After leaving the chaplainey my father took Mama and visited
England where he made a number of speeches in different parts of
the kingdom, enlightening the people on the irue issues of the war.
* * Speaking in the town hall at our old home, Birmingham, te 5000
persons, * * to render English public semtiment favorable to the
North. * * The journey to England proved tos much for our dear
mother’s declining strength, and she survived her return only a little
over a yvear.” Our clerk's letter of June, 1863, states: “Death has been
gathering his trophies from among us, claiming the venerable and
beloved wife of our late pastor. * * In her death we have lost a
Mother in Israel.”” The family were all present save AMrs. Beecher, who
was in India, and Rn‘mrt then a Captain sm\mg h)§ country on the
frontier. ! 1

The transfer of the educational work, in which Dr. Roe had been
engaged, to the newly oragnized Freedmen's Burgau with (mn- 0. O
Howuard, Commissioner, at Washington, D. C., and his appmntment of
State Snpermtendents released, him at the Somh and he enjoyed a well-
earned rest. ;I»A‘epwt,_,ggo_fellq us he, “Returned to England for a year
during which timme he married Emma W ight, of Birmingham, a lady
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whose talents and lovely Christian graces won all hearts, and in whose
congenial companionship he enjoved much happiness during the few
remaining years allotted to him. A short pastorate at Waukesha,
Wiseonsin, and two years' services of both Dr. and Mrs. Roe, given to
the University of Chicago. and they returned to Be}ndm‘e Their
residence with us and their presence and help on Sunday and prayer
services were mutually enjoved by them and by the church, bt for a
short time only. JDr. Mabie has told us how gently and quickly the
release came: “He was not, for God took him.” Our Ladies® Mission-
ary Society gives deserved recognition to AMrs, Roes services as their
president, but she was spared to us less l'lan U\o years more when
Dr. Burroughs was again calied and preached her fumeral sermon.
He alsc wrote: *"Her death is the final breaking of the hond which for
twenty-five years has bound the family of Dr. Roe with extraordinary
intimacy to the community and church in Belvidere, and on that ac-
count is to them an event of special sadness.””

Rl‘ V. HFR‘I'\\' J. I-‘DI)\ ]) l)

May 1, 1865, Rev, Hex man J. Edd\' D. D, accepted our call to he-
come pastor commg to us from Bloommgton. He had seen two years
faithful service as chaplain in the western army after the fall of Vicks-
hnrg, had resigned and resumed his pastorate, but as stated, began aciive
service with us just at the close of the rcivil war. _Dr. Reed has well
told the main events of the four and one-half years of his work with
us. closing Octoler, 1869. He went to the First church, Syracuse, N. Y.,
then to New York City, where he died. “It was soon after Dr. Eddy’s
settlement here that the question of division came prommentlv
before the church, with a view to establishing a second Baptist church,
on the south side of the river. Several ministerial brethren were inviteq
to come and council with the church, after which a committee was ap-
pointed, who reporfed that they felt it best to yield to certain of the
members who wished to establish a second church on the south side.
The report was adopted. and 65 members were dismissed to form the
South Baptist Church of Belvidere. This, ol couarse, lowered the
strength and membership considerably. But there is one noticeable
feature in Dr I"ddvs pastorate. There were constant additions by
baptism every vear. 1n '635-'66, 31 were baptized; in '66-'67, 18 were
haptized; in "67-°6S, 29 baptisms, and again in '68-'6%, there were 29
baptized, making a total of 107 baptisms during the four years and
five months of his pastorate.

DEDICATORY EXERCISES

The dedication of our present imposing chureh edifice took
place November 12, 1868, the dedicatory x.rmon being preached
by _g_gv J. M. Gregorv of Champaign. Elder Lawrence. fin-
ancially and “Stherwise, ever bearing his full share of the  load,
yet in his historical address at the dedijcation, stated, ““I doubt whether
the sacrifices we shall be called 1p make 10 clear this house from debt
will compare at all with the early effort 1o erect our first small church
in 18297
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Dr. Greﬂorv was then, and for some vears, President of the State
Univ erqxn' and was known as one of the ablest px‘f -achers and teachers.
His text was “The Church of the Living God, the Pitiai z2ad Ground of
the Truth.” Rev. D). B. Halteman, pastior at \Lxronzo giving his genial
and earnest help in securing of money and suhscnpuon: that enabled
onr bhuilding committee to announce that after the generous and re-
peated giving, and pledges then made that the remaining indebtednesx
was safely provided for. This was indeed a bright day in our history.
The able sermon, thie address of Rev, Lawrence, from which we have
so freely drawn, the music furnished ln our devoted and efficient choir,
the organ being played by Mr. C. E. Kelsey; all contribnted to render
the occassion one of thzm’T{Sgi‘(ing and was cordially participated in
by our yvoung South church, as also by the several churches of other
denominations, all, like our own, endeavoring to hold up and rally
around the banner of Emannel. While we cannot name individual
confributors, or those whose first and repeated subscriptions were
large and most generous, ver it is but just to record that the efficient
Luilding committee of which Irn 'mh 5. Wh g*h\r gilo\v cf Mason City,
Towa, was chairman. dlx('harged ‘their 1espupsx},ﬂe and Jong-coun-
tinued duties so satisfactorily as to merit, and, by resolution, to receive
the hearty tbanks of the church. Our able and %Zealous corps of trus-
tees, L. T. Wheeler, Ansel =V\\;\.(m I. R Muldge, Montgomery Smith,
#he Tahypes, The Alabies. Bake es. Gen. Hurlhut gave liberally of
e and mone\' n v‘assmz we ma\' ménnon that this building was
erected from the = 'ne plan. so far as exterior at least, as the State
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Street Baptist chureh of Rockford. from plans by the hest archirect of
Chicago, W. W, Boyington, Our Rockford bretiren vhoosing the red
brick, and our committee the cream of Milwaukee make.

One sad occurrence caused a dark shadow over the shen ioight
prospects and hopeful outlook as the new and heantiful church home
neared completion.  The contracror \\as“}_}_g Biram \Im-rl a member
with us, formerly from Marengo where he fad Tt rer‘eml\ Tetnrned,
after an honorable service in the 95th Ilinoiz Infantry, had heen
awarded our coutrart. had carefully acd honestly carried ft ont nmil
he could so- 1 anticipate its -necessful completion. When at work v &
high point within the nearly finished tower he feil to the gromnd
floor, and thus was crushed out the life of a skilled and trusted hrother,
a Christian soldier. He left no family and the work was not seriously
disarranged or delayed. As former mention of him has not been made
by others it seemed but just that he should bhe remembered. In this
connection further mention of the old brick chureh. as glso the place
of meeting for preaching and Sunday school services during the time
of building must not be omitied. Tt was in the spring of 1567 that the
brick building, built at a cost of $5.004 in 1844, after these years of ov-
cupaney, whose walls had resounded to the voices of many of our most
eminent, devout and honored preachers and denominational leaders,
was razed to give place to the uew.

OUR SECOXD CHURCH BUILDING

Mueh to our regret now, “snap shots” were not then obiainable,
and not so much as a peneil sketel was taken to preserve fo ns its
style and general appearance. In size and material used it was not
unlike the M. E. church, which was built in 1850, only six years later.
yet in good preservation and used by our German brethren. on the
corner of Main and Madison streets. The windows, however, were
square at the top, but the most noticeable difference wus that the Bap-
tist church had no steeple, but an enclosed belfry, for onr hell was
placed there ahout fifteen years hefore. The interior was painted whiie,
though, in part, grained, {he two long box stoves at either front corner
made necessary the long, oft smoky or dripping pipes. extending the
length of the room to the chimnevs. A gallery, generalir unsed by the
choir, extended over the froni vestibule. The walls were originaliy
white. The pews were cushioned provided th+ pew holders desired to
farnish them. The aisles were plainly carpeted. Doors 1o each
pew, which the usher was expected to open and close.
The entrance to the hasenient was on the south side, angd the 1wo rooms
were provided only with plain benches but were comfortable for evening
meetings and hefore our school house was complered the Baptist base-
ment was used for several terms of school. Wood only was useil for
fuel and lard oil, before kerosene, for our lamps Platform and steps
in front full width of building. Home-made brick and beaver sione
were used in its construction.

’ LAYING THE CORNER STONE

Referring to the present imposing edifice. The date “1867" ovel
the tower door records the date of the laving of the corner stone
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REV. H. W. REED

REV.J. JUIRVING

under the tewser, which was then oiserved with appropriate ynd usie!
excreises, lareely gitended amd oceasmoned with mnch pejoicing, ae i
was a lireral “oreaking sronnd™ for the new church, wd nresaged the
glad day of which we hove recorded, bt have not as Vet to'd where the
church and Sunday schoo? services were held during the eizhteen
months that we were without a chureh home. .
CHURCH SERVICE AT THE COURT HOUSE

For some pnamibs our verslar sepvices were maintained in ine
County court roon:; the sipervisory tentdering its free use to ux,  The
offer was gratefuiiy aceepred.  Thiry years “ofore the roung <hureh
Lad tendered irs new Loitding to om ceopnty officiais for a court ronn:,
and had also furnished a elerk, now the “hread npon the water hod
returned after many days.” The law and the gospe:r were alternately
praclaimed from tae Jndge's desk. “The law was givea by Moses, but
grace and truth came LY Jesns Chrisr,”  Stern justice over demands,
“The soul that sinneth i+ must Jdie,” bhut the blessed gospel assured
that the divine missiotd to aur sin-cursed earth was “not 1o condemi,”™”
but rather “thar the woold thronzh “Him might he saved.” The
precious offer of Mercr Was personalis aceepted, by quite a number
during our sojourn iu the Temple o) Justics, who were only wairing
to follow rheir new-tosud Savior in His own sacred ordinance until we
could welcome them to tar pew church home. YLhe aiministration of
the rite of Laprism Lud previonsly been seenr only at the river. The
new  place was tlendore ane esentful change, imt was  generaliy
approved,
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FARLY DBAPTISMS

Fron: Is35 w80 as velave §oeon 83081 et 1itiuste fand P saeped
vite to Drother Edward B Mess oo tRe Lret oo fo uite wae b the
ehnrch cave o fetrer, the 3lack? RO annke L Ceeon oug dovdan, and
fory fulE ol sears pastors Vlitpan. Hetee, Loe, Bl Knoun ne other,
uor did_Eddy until the corg mordon of the pres»ut e dither with it madern
Paptistry, amd o fewn P e et permsagn with s she can reea’l ore-
asions when, after the poarors sermon, tron v to fen Jong wagons
or i reguired oo stoed in wanter nere Hlled at the chareh, when
die pranceded o the enr et o fhe vaner where from fonr W twenty,
and on one o are o bl T L z2iad ronverts were buried with
Christ g bapti-ni. and o el “hat “in Reening His connanaments
there is greatr vengmal Ve Boed ono organ, save the whistling wind
throngh the willows, Tor Hasps Day™” was sung by all The pear-Tw
haomes of the Denuetrs gid Ames were alwgvs gersroasiv ofered, anpd
nesd By pastor amd ocoreldot < Often the baptispiad coremony was
witnessed, 2- it was v sasved Palestine, by i large gathering of people,
who, from the nnks, of the e, generaliv gave quiet and reverent
aitention o the solomy et ovons setvice,  An affernons sermon, or
comrmunion sersce was ofien held: those from the coumiry veiurning
directly o the chureh.

REV. N. W, MINER, D. I),'

Dr. Eddy’s pastorate, as srated, closed Ooioler, 15689 Twao months
jater Rev. N, W. Miner, 1. v, of Springfield. becare partor and re-
mained with =5 nearly three sears., paprizing during that time forty
converts. The Dr., his wife and daughters were zentous in all ehurch
woark., He was one of the early trastees of the 03l Chicago Tniversity,
Belfore caming 10 ns he was a near neighbor of Abraham Lincoln at
Springfield and 00k hiz band s he feft on his first sventfni trip to
Washington. After leaving ns be was for see tipme manager of a
home for & -ed ministers ar New York Ciry, rhias rounding ont a long
and nsefn? life.

JOSEPH P. PHILIPS

The winter of I572-73 and urti; the tollowing August, regular
services were kept up with an ocewsional pulpit suppiv from Chicago.
hut 10 BEider Lawrence we were main!y indebfed for our sermons, and
other ministerial sexvices, nntil Auzust, INZ2, whea Joseph P. Philips,
as Dr. Reed retords. * was invited to assume pastoral duties with o
view to permanent ooftlement i muinagl’y desira’'e. Mr. Philips wax
not ordained, but faithinily rerformed what pastoral duties belonzed
tae him. but in Decensber, 18750 piter only four monihs of service, he
resigned on aecoun: o faking heaith.”  Ile bad been a siudent and
rlassmate with onr own Manie o0 Chicago University, then went east 10
Crozer_Seminary where long awd ¢iuse =tudy had for 2 time made him
physically unequal to the work reqmived here  The ehurch could do
nothing it accept his resigpation, hoping for, and offering to wait
for his return, but he saw fie teed of a strong wman in the field and
would nt consent to delzy his coming, At Lis request. however,

1

2 cianeil was called and be woas ordained December 2360, 31873, and

24




REV. R. 8. WALKER

the following Sabbath he administered the T.ord's Supper. From Colo-
rado Springs he soon wrote us, 1 will look to the hills from whenee
cometh my help.™ At that place, and at other points in Colorado he was
soon at work while regaining his health for return to IHlinois, and then
accepted a pastorate at Mt. Carrol, then at Joliet, at Beaver Dam,
Wis,, then ta Coldwarer, Michigan, later ar the South Tor <hort periods,
at Towa City, Towa, ever at work, and now planting a chureh at St
Anthony ,idaho, hut a “Fahbath day’s journey™ from the sreat National
Park.

It was full forry-five vears ago that Dr. Roe called 1o his uid, during
revival meetings, Rev. H. G. Weston, then pastor at Peoria, who had
aiready done much pioneer work in that section of our state, and was
a strong and attractive preacher at the rime of his evangelistic work with
us, thus baving a warm affection for pastor and members of the earlier
days, But New York City called him to a pastorate which he held
several years. In 1873 he had lwen for some years, as he still
remains, the honored president of Crozer Theologic 1 Seminary. It
was then bmt natural that onr churcl oivrk. and senior deacon should
write to him, asking if he could endorse. Bro.\iﬂﬁlilggi His reply, now
before us, veads: “Mr. Philips_has been a studeft here three to four
vears. Can all speak of his character in the, highest terms. He ig
social, discreet, varnest, will make an excellent pastor. 1 know of
no drawback in disposition o ability.” The church wanted no Letter
endorsement. That the subsequent years of helpful service at various
iimes 1o our c¢hurch, to other churches of Belvidere, as elsewhers, has
proven that the now venerable, octogenerian presiden:™s estimate of

REV. J. A, HERRICK
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his young student’s worth was rareiv correct, those hest knowing him
will testify.

REV. WILLARD A. WELSHER

—~ ST g oo e

June 1, 1874, Rev. Willard A Welsher canye as pastor, a native

of New York State. a gradaate of Rochester University, 1962, Held
pastorates in Ohio and Hinois, coming to g~ Trom Cumbridge, then hut
37 years of uge, with superior ability as a preacher, holding large
congregations.  After nearly five tears with ns he resizned, oing
to Mt. Pleasant, lowa, and then to Kansas. It was dnring his pastorate,
July, 1876, that we observed our forteth anniversary.

FORTIETH ANNIVERSARY

A large wall decoration,, 1o years I have ied you.”” on either end
of which were dates, 1536-1876. “Ebenezer™ and other sentiments awak-
ened our gratitude for the past and reminded us we were still dependent
on the same divine guidance. The fervices of our choir on this oceasion
helped materially to make this anniversary long tu be remembered,
and we must not omit mention of the remarks of Gen. S, AL Hurlbut,
who spoke most earnestiy and feelingly of the worth afd the great
influence for good which this church and other sister churches ef Bel-
videre, had exerted on the town and community during the thiriy vears
he had worshiped with us, expressing a kind bnt decided protest to
the current and wide-spread utterances of Robert G. Ingersoll who
should, he declared, use his heaven-given talents to better purpose
than to vainly strive to destroy the recious Bible, Iie had met him on
the battle ground of Shiloh, in the State Legislature, in the IHalls of
Congress, and admiring his rare «ifts, hoped he mighi yet hear him
renounce his infidelity.

Though not a member with us the General was rarely ahsent from
Sunday morning service. aud as a Hieral ziver at all times, and for
SOMme years a frustee, he and Mrs, Hhur!:.ut.‘ whore membership had dated
from earlier days were ﬂs]{c-riu]}y missed from our church and social
circles. M

REV. A, . KEENE

May, 1879, Rev. A, (. Keene, from Kewaiiee, accepted the pastor-
ate. Tbose then active in church work wiil ever remeniber him as a
zealous and faithful pastor. a good vregaeher, a genial and true servant
of God., bat hardly iwo years with us, Yot good work was done, good
seed sown. *One soweth and annther reg peth.”  For some years he
was pastor at Watertown, 5. I Thongh for a time laid aside by partial
hlindness and other serion. %5 v, Le has resolntely and devotedly
done much goud work with the c¢huiehr < of South Dakotla near Water-
town which jis stiil his lome.  Afre Keene s an efficient church
worker in South Dakota.

REV. CHARLES T. ROE

Rev. Charles T, R0e was now fur =ome months as ai previous times

our very accepi‘;ﬁl(* pulpit suppsdy for %e Pad heen long with us and
oft a leader in our praver and other services. and Sunday school work,
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REV. . H. WHEELER

but as his residence was then at Rockton others supplied at times, as
recorded. His license to preach was from this chureh, but in January,
1860 he was ordained at Rockion, the occasion bringing a large
delegation from churches in the Rock River a:qncialinu. The ordination
sermon Ly his father, Dr. Roe—— ~“Text 1 Chron.,' 2%-9:Thou. my son,
know thou the God of Iln fathpr ete,, was a rare, characteristic and
tender address to the worthy son, and to rhe gumerous ministers pres-
ent. as “Ministerial Fidelity"" wag his theme. 1t was enjoyed by all,
though our ride of 26 miles home vn 4 bhitter #old nighr, with drifting
snow, was not enjoyed. as we yet remember it. Rev. Roe held several
pastorates, later resided in (Chicrago where he died. His bhurial was at
Rockton where he was a former pastor, and the home of \Irs. Roe.
where, as here, he was greatly respected and loved. His son, (h

AL Roe, Jong manager of the Baptist Publication Soclety at ("hlcago ‘has

wceml} veen transferred and promoted to the parent office at Phila-
delphia.
RF\ F‘\l]v \' (‘l’l"l‘l\‘
‘r‘t

Rev. Emery (‘mti.. who t‘rom 1wr<nn'11 auqu,amtance, and known
re-putdnon as a worthy p%mr and preacher in the east. was settled Sept.,
18%1, as pastor when he proved in these relatiohs all that was expected
of him, but the work was 100 great for his vears and failing health, and
but seven months elapsed "and with much regret his resignation was
accepted, Five young people were bhaptised Ly him the last service he
was with us. He returned 1o QOwosso, Michigan, and died in 1884,
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REV. JESSE CORKER

Twasronths only passed and again we welcomed a pastor, younger,
stronger, and earnest - Rev. lvs«o ( ulwr from Mas:cachusetts, bhut not
long from London., Englan@  Wlore a< 2 stiudent e was under the
direct instraction of Rv\, (h'n es I \pnr"mm Eleven npited hy
baptism during the nedriy 1wd vears hte remained as pastor.  Later he
was at Buda, Illinois.

Removal from the ohl home aud resideres in a western state for
the period fully covering the pastorates of hoth Dr. Mahie and I)r.
Reed seemed quite sufficaent reason that some one other than “the
g eaner, aud then present, oir ut least. more competent, should record
that eventful time, but when asked, »All began to make excuse, and
while still asking, ‘Who shall’ looked and saw that “the stone was roiled
away.”” for had not Dr. Reed in his historical address <o well and
appreciably told ns of Dr. Mabies, work, and then but hronght
up the record from the time he assunied the pastorate to the date of
his address, (188612 Assured that his aceount of that eventful period
of our church work will be best appreciated by all, we quote nearly
entire:

l)- I).

REV. H. C. MADBIE
**At the covenant meeling in Ma Ro\. L. \\ Ln\\rc»n('o proposed
to the church the idea of ecalling Rev. Hom‘\ C. \l.lhi(' D I)., of In-
dianapolis, Ind., io the pastorate. The = -'x gesmm met a hmrtv approv-
al, and in a vote to that effect was unanimously carried. Dr. Mabie
accepted the call, and began his work June 1, 1584, preaching mﬁ;
once a Sabbath for severul months. * * * Manv in the church were
led to a reconsecration of life and service to the Lord and His church.
They began to ‘speak often one to another:® and as in olden time it
was said, ‘the Lord hearkened, and heard it, #and a hook of remembrance
was written bet‘ore Him for them that feared the Lord, and that thought
upon His name.” * * * Then it was thar the pastor, call ing to his
help the Rev. Lewis Ray ‘mond, of Chicago, began together with him, to
tell to the peop]e the wonderful story of Jesus,  Men were ‘pricked ip
their hearts,” and began to ask what they must do 1o Le saved: and again
came the sweet though simple message., Relieve on the Lond Jesas
Christ, and thou shalt be saved.” And men and women hegan to Lelleve
and soon they also hegan to reioice in the Saviour's jove. * * =
“The extra meetings began about the first of April,  I8S5.
Neighborhood meetings were also he’d in the country because the pastor
said. ‘If these country people canno! or wiil ot come 10 the churel or
prayer meeting, we must carry the meetings fo them in the country.'
And so, all through the summer and fall the nwerings were held here
at the church, and in the sitting rootas, dining rooins, pariors and
kitchens in the country. * * * The novel spectacle nas jresented
of a great revival in progress in the summer time. Before the meeting
of the Association, 47 had bheen haptized, and stil! the work went oy
Through the hot months souls were coming to Jesus.  In JInne, af « ¢
the Associational meeting. four were aptized: m .Juss, epzhe woape
baptized; in Septembe: seven more, and i Octoer fao more. I was
at this time that_g:;ﬂ;&g»ie vivged his ja%ors hepe to onler into pastoral
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relations with the First ]«!:umst churech at St. Pau!, Minn. He was here
one year and four months, and during that time he haptized §8
believers.

“Looking back upon that precions season, we feel that the im-
portance of the work done by Dr. Mabie can never he estimated here.
And the church also owes to our aged Brother Ra\m()nd ( Father
_Imvmond we call hinr a debt of gratitude which ecan never he dis-
char ged. The chinreh 1o too great a degree had lost its hold upon the
comuiunity and had become <omewhat dise ouraged. There were faith-
ful souls here, who were praving ror hetter days. Dr. Mabie saw and
understood the condirion of the chureh as no uth@r man could. He
knew its members. Ife knew the city and the surrounding country.
He was personally acquainted with nearly evervhody living on Bonus
Prairie. He came with an advantage snch as no other pastor could pos-
sibly have. This had been his home. Here he was born; physically
and spiritually. This chur+h had granted him his license te preach
He knew the chureh, and loved it and had great faith in its memhers.
Its members knew him and loved him, and had LZ'.;(’{!( faith in him.
Working togethier with God's help they ucvomplis]xfaq }.rreat things for
Christ.

“Dr. Mabie removed to 81, Faul early in ()('mhg-r ‘18?'. The pulpit
was supplied by F arher Ray mond until November 15, Rev. H. W, Reed
of Wyoming , N. Y. ;reurhed morning and evening at fﬁ; mvuauon
of the pulpit committee,

IHI\’ - W,

=

At the close of the nmrmu;.. servicve \\nh ahout 250 persons votine,
a call was unanimously extended to \Ir Reed. After a week's prayerful
consideration the call was accepted "and he sntered upon his duaties,
December 1, 1883, We voted to hold meetings during the week of
prayer. * * * 5o the week passed away in prayer and rejoicing.
The next week was spent in preaching every night, so was the next.
and so it was for four weeks more, then for seven weeks thus people
came together night after night, * * * (od had again visited us,
the aptismal waters were again troubled, and twenty-four believers
were bhuried with Christ in baptism. The Assoviational year closes
and foriy-five have lwvn baptized. making a total of ninety-two since
one year ago last April, * * QOur Sunday congregations were large.
Qur four prayer meetings——twao in the church and {wo in the country .~
were well attended and full of interest.”

This cheering record from D Reed, and thankful, hopeful outlook
for future aggressive chureh work, : .\f(vr but eight months as pastor
evidenced that no mistake hkad heen made when he was secured as
pastor to a church, alive and willing to work, as he led and lahored with
them. This he did for four years more.

FIFTIETH ANNIVERSARY —I1886

. The Rock River Association then in session at our church, at
four o'clock, joined us in celebrating the Fiftieth Anniversary., At
the supper, which wus furnished in the church parlors, toasts were
assigned as follows: “Qur FKarly P'As(ox's - I)r. Elnis, “Our (}rm\n 1Y)
Daughter,” Dea. J. H. . Patterson, “Our Fm'mer \Iem wrs,”  Dea,
William Keeler, “Our Revnal last Year,” Rev. Lewis Raymond, “QOur
Visitors To- da\ " Rev. A. G. Dunsford, “Work in Other (.‘hurches,
Rev. J. H. Winsor. “*Our Young People,” H. W. Allen. “*Our Church
To-day, “Dea. G. F. Winne, “Our (‘lmr(-h in the Future,” Rev. H. W,
‘Reed. A Semi-UCentennial Poem by Rev. Q. E. Mallery was read l)v Mrs.
H. '\‘.. Allen.  This report from the "\nri—ily’wecteru of June 1%, eon-
cludes ‘with the statement, “During hoth days warm dinners were pro-
vided to which all were invited, and room and provisions were sufficient
for all.”” OQur ladies early acquired a deserved reputation for generous
hospitality, and it has bheen well sustained through al! the years.

After a pastorate of four years and & months of scholarly instrue-

non and eflicient leadership Dr. Reed left us o jead the forees at

Waukegan, Illinois. e is re;‘.arded with mueh esteem and remembered
with the gratitnde due a wise and worthy leader. He has sinee done
valiant service for our national Young People's movement and heen
a great blessing to the congregations which have bLeen privileged to
be ministered unto by Lim.

KI~I\'. JOHN J. IRVING

Rev. John J. lr\mg was by birth an Englishman. and obhfuained
a liberal ~ edu(almn in his native land. He filled several pasiorates
before coming to us. He acveepted the call irom this ¢hurch. and began
his pastorate May, 1881. e was a man who possessed many fine qual-
ities of mind and heart. an able gospel preacher and teacher of the
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Word. His work in the churell of a religions and social narure was
most faithfully performed and outrside of the chureh he won the respeey
and confidence of ail. As the pastor’s wife, Mrs. Irving. was an efficient
helper in the various branches of Christian work, as were also the
other members of his family. He was pastor in [linois then at Apple-
toun. Wis., where he died.

REV. ROMANZO WALKER

Rev. Rominze Walker became pastor June, 1sue, He was a
student of Chivago E'ni\'ersﬁ_\', coming sdirect to us.  He was ordained
here soon alfter, the oceasion being one of much interest, Several young
people were bhaptized ut the ¢lose of the service by the new pastor---
all served to knit together pastor and people. Young, zealous, am-
bitious, and spiritual. he soon found his way into the hearts of young
and old alike. A good and earnest preacher, and leader in B. Y. P. U.,
missionary and Sunday school work.  Mrs. Walker was a woman of
exceprionally fine mind. very religious a:i‘dul;arlit'ularl,\' useful in seasons

of affliction and in the visitation of the sick and needy, )3&‘0’,' Walker’s

“Year Book™ from which we have quoted and found usetul, shows that
the several depurtments of our church work were weH‘ organized, and
adopting hiz motto “Our church for Christ.” much.gooll was sccom-
plished during his pastorate, whick .closed in Julv, 1846, I{eﬁ\k‘:w\ﬁ\j_‘:t_l_lj‘g_x;

was pastor at Wanwatesa. Wisconsin, where his lahors were abundantly

blessed.

3/

P -y

REV.JULLIEN AVERY HERRICK

On the Sablath preceding Thanksgivivg, 1547, RBes. Juiiten
He;‘riyk fame as a supply. The church was well pleased ax aise, at his
éé@&i&"mming. and early in December the church, by unanimous action
extended a call te him, which was accepted. and he began his work as
pastor in January, 1547, Af the time of his call, he was pastor of the
Baptist church at Walnut, Hlinois, having been ealled to that field from
the University of Chicago.

A deep appreciation of the work of Rev. Herrick during his pastor-
ate still exists in the minds of all who ¥ere connected with the churel:
at that time. A fine scholar, an able preacher. a man sympathetic in
his pastoral ministrations, and vitally interested in and connected
with all that concerned the weifare of both church and community
these were prominent characteristies that won for him a very warm
place in the hearts of all the church members and of the people of
Belvidere. In all devartments of the church work efforts were made
to accomplish great things. Particular mention mar be made of the
growth of the young people both in numbers and interest. The pastor,
together with his wife, thoroughly understood the needs and the im-
portance of this department of the church activities, and through the
united efforts of both pastor and people the social and spiritual status
of the younger members of the church was greatly enhanced.

With reluctance the members of the church heard his resignation,
October, 1899, for he was not only a pastor of the church collectively,
but individually, and in his departure every one felt a personal loss.
Considering, however, that his plan was to again enter Chicago Uni-
versity to complete work there, the church accepted the resignation,
wishing Rev. and Mrs. Herrick years of blessing in the work of the
Master. ~A year was spent in The University of Chicago at the com-
pletion of which period of time Rev. Herrick_ received his Doctor's
degree from that institution, and immediafely aceepied 2 eall to the
First Baptist church at Bay City, Michigan, where his work has Dbeen
as greatly blessed as it was while he was in our midst.

REV. CHARLES H. WHEELER )

Rev. Charles H. Wheeler came to us from Indiana, though he had
previousiy held a pastorate in Cincinnati, 0. He became pastor of onr
church, January 1, 1960. He was a gifted preacher, and a faithiul
and devoted pastor in time of sickness and afliction. An enthusiastic
worker along missionary lines. During his stay among us our numbers
were increased, by baptism, 21, by letter, 9, by experience, 1. Death
removed from us. 5, letters were granted to 31. His pastorate elosed
April 1, 1962, and he removed from us to lowa City, Iowa, bui returned
to New England.

REV. FREDERICK W. BATESON

Our present pastor, Rev. Frederick W. Rateson, was born npear

Chester, England, but came to America in :oyhood. tie graduated

from Des Moines College, receiving his A. B3 in 1885, and his A. M. in
1898. He is also a graduate of the Divinity schoul of the Urniversity
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of (‘lu("lgo there receiving his . D. January, 1898. On the latter
date he entered upoun his first pastorate at Denison, Tewa. There he
was married to Miss Ada Mellior, who had graduated from the Train-
ing school in Chicago, and had followed her graduation with a year's
missionary work in Alaska. After a prosperous pastorate of neariy
five years, during which time the house of worship ,was remodeled and
enlarged, the membership increased and general progress made, he re-
signed, in June, 1442, to receive the unanimous call extended to him
by the First Baptist church, Belvidere, and began his labors among
we. July 2, 1902, His pastorate has proved one of great helpfulness
«  to sll. It may be truly said his is, indeed, a life surrendered unto God
for service to man. He is ever ready with sympathy and words of com-
fort to the sick and sorrowing, and untiring in deeds of love and kind-
ness 10 those in need. The Word so earnestly and faithfully presented
from week to week are messages for good to each life, cheering, encour-
aging. inspiring and uplifting to higher and nobler living. The number
of additions rhus tar have been by baptism, 100; by letter, 20; by
experience, . Tieath has removed from our midst, 17; letters, have
heen granted to 28, and 12 have been erased from our church member-
ship. A mew pipe organ was installed Nov. 12. 1903' fWhile not so
panned, it proved to be the 33th anniversary of the dedication of
onr chureh edifice,  All this was brought about largeld through the
untiring efforts of our pastor’s wife, who has heern. indeed, a helpmeet
and blessing in all branches of c¢hurch work. Our audience room,
class raoms and prayer meeting room have all been redecorated. We
ieel thankful for so great a degree of prosperity as God's stewards,

33

-

. e

»

TN A R G RIS MR T T T e

T

o R

and yet we long to reach hisher and grasp the standard of Christian
living so sweetly, foreibly aml attractively held up o us constantiy
by the lives and teachings of such a pastor and his wife. May they
he Jong spared to us and the work. )
The corner-sione of the Y. 3. . A. Luilding was Iai., soon after
the coming of our new pastor. That cecasion of gratitude, of (Leer
and hope for onv m+n and hoys, drew together o large assemblage of
our citizens, who highly appreciated by their close attention, fhe
conecise, able and appropriate address of Rev, I..m-mn who has singes
given his constant and cordial help to that branch of refigious work.

L et Sy
e
W RMYE e, smta,

PIPE ORGAN—INSTALLED NOVEMBER 12, 1903
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Hastoratesand Statistics

Date of Period of No.

Pastors Settlement Service Baptisms
Yrs. Mo's.
1-—Prof. 8. 8. Whitman - Oct. 1836 —+ G 0 = 72

2---Rev. 8. A, Estee - - May, 1848---- 2... 9
3-—Rev. C. H. Roe Sept,, 1831 ———-12—11
4-—Rev. H. J. Bddy May, 1865 —-~
5--Rev. W, Miner - ~ Dec., 1868 — 2
6—Rev. J. P. Philips - Aug., 1873———
T—Rev. W, A, Welsher - June, 1874 —- -
§—Rev. A. C. Keene - May, 1879 - H ()H\' .SL\'I'O\ DEAL S:\Qll'l'}la M. EVANS
9—-Rev. Emery Curtis - Sept., 1881 —— ] : Membership by Decades Since Organization.
18361846 --1856~ -1866--—1876-—1886.-- 1896---160¢
16— 217— 370~ 310~ 219~ 2Sh— 223 gau
11—Rev. H. (. Mabhie - June, 1854—-— 4 The longest pastorate was that of Dr. Roe, almost thirteen years.
- The shortest was that of Mr. I’hmpc heing only four months. The
2. _Rev g . - Dee S8 .
12--Rev, H. W. Reed Dec. 1853 average length of the pastorates has Thus far been three and one-half
33— Rev. I}, J. Irving - Mayv, IN91—— - years, plus.
. The names of the Deacons are, Timothy Caswell, Jacob W lutman.
14 Rev. 1. Watker - June, 1892 Ira Haskins, Nathaniel Crosby, Asa Saxton. Sr.. Elias Congdon. jacol,
. ‘g~ ; Tit shy Jnhn q:«mton S. M. Evan g H.
- g . errick - 1, 1887 3 3 osd) LS 1 g roshy, SaN 1,
L Rev. J. A Herrick Jar ' ] t 1. Tob; e!(}r Damel ’\Ialn }'{rren hpeler h.
16— DRev. C. H. Wheeler - Jan., 1900—-— 2. R - Keele , ] lnard \\m %o“ell (:eoxge Swrlm,..
. T n Roger:
17 —Rev. F. W. Batesun - Jduly, 1002— T he FTeTks have heen few I in Tuniber.. Their names are, Melvin
£ 1T, Ly, N W ckﬂb W, Cmsln _Samuel Bennett, D. E. Ellis, S. W. Bristol, Wi~

Joh Llhs “then agaln .f'r‘)"x'in~ IS '\ton and I)r Llh;, each
/7- Bw. Mat - By aude oo =

20 - J -Yw‘ ,/..)...,_,ﬂ, The church has granted a a li(-ense to pr(ﬁach thv 'ospe] tn brethren
Chas. T. Roe, John Haskins. H. C. Mabie, and has ordained to the
work of the ministry, L. \\ > man King, J. P. Philips and
R. S. Walker. T e e e o
TTTTRev. Henry B. Waterman, 1. D.,, was alse a Belvidere buy, an
early convert from our Sunday. s:("ﬁf?‘)l, and willing helper as a member
of the church, his parents uniting by letter in 1%486, hoth long deceased,
were in the earlier years, substantial supporters in church work
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Rev. Waterman attended Iastern schools, then the Chicago University
and SEUTRATY. He held pastorates in Tlinois and Towza, lectured and
preached for vs on several occasions, and later was pastor at Oak Park,
Hl., where he drea, though his grave is with us.  He served in the same
Minois {rtantry as Lieur Jaw Roe, near the close of the civil
war., By the gitt of a smiall bu ding anid other substantial help from

Watermar, “he adies who, in INT1, reorganized the Belvidere

ATy Society were niuch encouraged to preserve and enlarge the
then prized, though unpretentions collectign. It was soon to prove the
nucleus of our lda Library, now so highly appreciated, but to have
a Yyet wider influence for” good when enlarged accomodations are
provided Ly the removal of the Post Office to the new Fedoral building
which is now assured us.

Rev. Clarnece N. Patterson, son of Dea. J. H. Patterson, was with
Mabie and Waterman, a constant member of our Sunday school and
church until Taking his letter with his pavents to the South church, and
later was a student of the Chicago University. He. too, has proven “a
good minister of Jesus Christ,” serving several ('ll'lxr‘t{hos in Iilinois,
and Wisconsin, but longer in So. Dakota. ‘o

[
1

Che Choir

Probably in no department has the church been more fortunate
than in its choir. A faithful and eflicient company has ever sung the
Gospel in forms calenlated to inepire and edify. 2:2ch has beon the
time given, choice the talents exercised and servicealue beyond compute
has bLeen the self-denying labor constituting the church’s minisiry of
music. It is an experience meriting grateful record that the pipe organ
is presided over with the skill and grace of an artist, that all voeal
elements in the choir, all of metropolitan guality. bave been supplied
by those whose rewards were the satisfaction of service and the grati-
tude of a sympathetic people to whom they so vitally and richly minister.
We think with a regard approaching reverence of those who in time
past with fidelity for vears rendered a similar service and whose high-
est salisfaction would be in the assurance that ihey have worthy sue-
cessors in to-day's workers.

THE PRESENT CHOIR
e
Mrs. J. M. Hicks - Soprano  Mr. J. Al. Hicks - Bass
Miss Gertrude Saxton - Soprano  Mr. Jay Adams - -~  Tenor
Miss Sadie Winne - - - Alto  Mr. Frank Seweil -  Tenor
Mrs. N. A. Wixon - - - Alto  Miss Bessie Mos:. - - Alto
Mr. E. L. MeDevitt - - - Bass  Miss Alice Rogers - - Organist

. FORMER LEADERS AND MEMBERS OF OUR CHOIR -

Mrs. Matilda Whitman Henry M. Sweer Grace Crumb

Mrs. Alex Neely
Edward E. Moss
Benjamin Sweet
Sarah Sweet
Edward Moss
Almira Congden
Israel Williams
Margaret Saxton
Milton Williams
Eliza Warner

-.ENa Warner

Delia Cringle
Kate Ellis

Fluvilla Jenner
William €. Moss
Mrs. J. S. Wheeler
Franeis Murphy
Grace E. Baker
George Baker
Louise Towner
Mrs. Allen Smith
Mrs. J. H. Gould
Mrs. M. D. Perkins
John C. Saxton

ORGANINTS

Zora Graham
Lewis W. Lake
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Sadie Wheeler
Samue! J. Jones
Thomas Martyn
Mary Sewell

Clara Sewell

Eldred Smith
Gussie Bowley

Mrs, H. L. Haywood
Mrs. Blanche Wiison
Bert Van Epps,

Bertha YLoop
Florence Murphy
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\ Present
N Pastor
FREDERICK W. BATESON .. ...t
........ Clerk
FRANK SEWELL ...t ittt ie i sitananscaarns
CBERT H. BENDER ottt etierecae e caecnaanenannns Treasurer
HUBERT H. BENDER ... . iiiiiieeaeneans
..... Qrganist
MISS ALICE ROUGERS .. v ot i i ieieaee eean s g
DEACONS
IS 2 R Deacon
G F. WINNE e i e it ieecainaaaaens
...... Deacon
E. S . KEELER © ittt ittt it et i eaietaeascaasaannen-
..... Deacon
JOTIN ROGERS .ttt iiie i ieiicassenanemean s
<+ .. Deavon
L. C. WILLARD ...ttt i ittt i teataeaeanann
..... Deacon
G. W.STERLING ...t it itnesietataraasaaasananna
. ... Deacon
SAMUEL HICKS it i it it e i vttt iiiaeaaaanens
TRUSTEES
B Trustee
J. M. HIOKS ittt e it c i earaaacnnnanenn
.. Trustee
E. M. CALKINS i i i st cnmaeaasnann ry
... Trustee
S. H. LUHMAN ... ... i, e e
Ltee
WM. VANDERWALKER ........... e Trus
toe
FRED TOBYNE ittt i ie it it eatecstenssmamaneans o Truste
.. Trustee
SUTTON SEWELL ..ottt it i it cetsitennnananen Tru
USHERS 1y
t
. i e et e et g e Usher
NELSON WILCOX ...t iie i iaeacanas A r
.... Usher
E. M. CALKIXNS ...... PRREEEE R R sh
- _ Usher
HOWARD SBAXNTON L i ittt ansc s nnanns Usher
.. Ushe
EARL CARVER ..ttt ittt ittt caaernenacanenna Usher
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DEA. DANIEL MABIE
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Sunday Srhonl
& )

At the 40th Anniversary Exercises Dr, BEllis,. then Supt., read an
excellent paper on our Sunday School from its drganization; we can do
no hetter than to embody it mainly in our Lresent record. He mentions
our Library. 1t was for Years regarded as a profitable aid in retaining
attendance and interest, and eontained many valuable volumes that
were eagerly read. Supt. Ellis for a long time regularly sustained a

teachers’ meeting for the study of the lesson, each Sunday an hour
before the evening service.

“The school was organized in 1839, under the pastor, S.
man. During the first six vears, hesides the pastor,_}ir}\j.z_gm
Moss, Dea. N. Crosby and J. P. Nichols_were superintendents.

J. Saxton then held the office for some five years, Dea. H, L. Croshy
for ten years during which time the school prospered. Dr. D. E. Ell
held the office for about seven vears:; Dea. A B. Keeler Chas

S. Sale, H. M. Sweet, R. W Coon, eack Sérved in the office.
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ln the e'uher \o'n the adult memhors. took but little m&most
comparatively, but they have grown up into it to a good degree, _smd
several adult classes are constantly maintained. Quite large accessions
to the church have come through the Sunday school, and some marked
feanires have occurred, during our history, where whole: classes were
converted., .

The teavhers and officers have been of the earnest Christian type
of character. and the school has alwavs heen spiritual and interesting.
A marked difference is plainly observable in the families who have
regarded the school and brought their children there, and those who
have not. We regard the interest of the school as one with the church,
and the pastor and church are mainly identified with the work ut
present.

We have averaged for 23 years about 130 scholars and 14 feach-
ers. Our library averages about 250 volumes which we are accustomed
to donate to needy schools and from time te time replace with new
unes.”

Supt. Keeler now records the Sunday School work m date.,

In 1571 Dr. D. E. Ellis was reelected and continkell in the office
of superintendent for five vears. He was followed by TDeacon Wm.
Keeler who served for ten years, E. \I Calkins one ygar, Wm. Sewell
four Years, E 8. Keelep eight years, I*‘r'm}\“fewpu_ twb yvears, BE. 8.
Keeler, one Vear. Wnn. Robinson one, vear and E_8S. Keeler, who will
lmu- ‘reeu in office three years more at the close of 1‘*06

Siatistics show that when the church membership was only 272
the average Sunday school attendance was fully equal to that of the
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present time. 'Io (I.xv \nth a (lnnch memborslnp of 4900 we bh()uld
have an averare attendance of at least 200 instead of 13¢. Can a
definite reason be given why it is not so? Each year a good number
have been added to the church from the Sunday school. Eflicient,
ecarnest and faithful officers and teachers have been at work during
these years sowing the good secd which will doubtless yield a rieh in-
erease for we have the promise that our labors w 121 not ve unrewarded.

The expenses of the Sunday Schonl are met iy the Sunday School
nfformz. the Primary offering heing reserved for missionary purposes.

Eunis Keeler - - - - - - - - - Superintendent

Nelson Wilcox - - - - - - - - - Assistant Supt.

Jessie Gough -
Bessie Moss -
Gertrude Saxton

- - - - = - - -Seeretary and Treasurer

- - - - - - - - - - Orguanist
- Chorister

o Teachers.,

Dea. G. I. Winne, . M, Calkins. Rev. T, W. Bateson, Mrs. 1., E.
Wheeler, Mrs. Geo. Pease, Mrs. John Goodwin, AMrs. Wm. Herbert, Mrs.
L. C .“Willard, Mrs. W. A, Ayers, Mrs. Frank Benson, Miss Alice Rogers,
Miss Elgie" Bridges, Miss Mellicent Hicks.

Primary Depavtment.

o

Superintendent - - - - - - - - - Mrs. I. AL Holeoni®
Assistants, Mrs. Ciara Sewell, Mrs. George Hicks, Miss Ethel Vandef-
walker and Miss Jessie Ber-on.
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Ymwmg People's B. H.
L : J

Officers

- Nelson Wilcox
Ethel Vandeawalker
- Jessie M. Benson

Adaline Benson

President -
Vice President
Secretary -
Treasurer -
Pianist -~ - s
Commitrees
Devotional.—-Mrs. W, A. Avers, Mrs. Frank Bonsm\, Ethel Sewell.
Social.—-Gertrude Saxton, Mrs. Fred Boettcher, Elgie Bridges,
lda Van Epps, Earl Carver. 4,
Membership.—Mrs. H. Bender, Florence Van Epps, Apna Rundel.
It was in July, 1881, during thé pastorate of Rev. H. W. Reed that
the regular B. Y. P. U. organization was formed. Mr. E. M. Calkins
was chosen the first President; Mrs. E. 8. Keeler, Viee President;

- Bessie Moss -

])EA EN \IS S. ]\F‘bLF‘R DEA. JOHN ROGFRS
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\Ianon A. Cook, Recording Secretary; Eldred Smxth Correspondmg
Secretarv' Frank Sewell, Treasurer. S

Beginning with’ au active membership of twenty-five, there has
been a steady and healthful growth. The membership is divided into
four sections, each having a leader appointed by the President. Dues
of five cents per month from each member creates a small working fund.
The Union has from time to time contributed to many worthy objects,
Foreign, Home and State Mission work, aside from the needs of the
local Church and Union.

For a number of years we joined with the other societies of the
Rock River association in supporting a Japanese student, Takihash-
i1san, who was preparing himself to be a missionary among his own
people. Fifteen dollars a year was given to this.

Other years ten dollars was paid toward the support of S. R.
Vinton, a missionary in Burma. When the church was wired for elec-
tric lights the young people gave thirty-three dollars toward this
expense; also fourteen dollars for the stone step at the front entrance
of the church, and twenty-five dollars for the side-walk. It was through
the efforts of the B. Y. P. U. that the chairs were purchased for the
prayer room. Fifteen dollars were given to the Carey Centennary Fund.

We have one life member of State Missions. When the piano was
purchased the Society gave twenty-five dollars, and seventy-five dollars
for the pipe organ fund.

The Union has had one nr more delegates at nearly all of the fifteen
International B. Y. P. U, conventions. These deiegates, on their return,
have given helpful and inspiring reports of the sessions held. Four
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delogates attended the last {Omaha) conve ntion.

The weekly meetings of the society are held in the prayer room
on Sunday. one hour hefore the evening service. The first three meet-
ings of the mouth are mainly devotional, while the, last Sunday Is
devoted to missions, and a program concerning the Baptist Mission
work at various stations is given.

Phe socials anid entertainments frequently held have heen well
attended and aid in promoting a good spirit among the young peoyrle.
Our church is rich in young people and the B. Y. P. U., through its
varied departments, affords a safe and efficient means for their develop-
ment in Christian work. The past work of the Union proves that it
has been, and can he a spiritual aid to the church, and should have the
prayers and support of its members, to this end.
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Wife of ] n-~t I’ \\tm- Wite “of Present Pastor.

Funior B, U.
& )

The Junior Union was organized for the purpose of giving the
boys and girls of the church a definite course of study. The work is
divided into three departments, namely, the Bible Readers Course,
which constitutes the reading and memorizing of the Bible, the Sacred
Literature Course, which takes up the study of the Bible as literature,
and the Conguest Missionary Course, which pertains to the studyx of
mission fields. The lessons are intended for hoys and giris up to 17
vears of age. The Junior Baptist Union was first organized in January.
1893, with _Elgie Bndz.,es as President. There was a membership of
40. Among those who served as presidents were _Walton _Wheeler,
Bertha Gough, Blanche Cleveland \Wilson. \hs I Al Holeomh
was at this time mtmlatvh connected With the work. For sev eml years
the Junior work progressed and then for a time was discontinued.

A reorganization was effected in Oectoher, 1802, with Mrs. F. W,

' B il
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Bateson as superintendent and Hazel \\'iand as president.  The next
president was Harold Willard.

Among those who faithfully sustained the .Junior work was Ina
Smith whom we now hold in loving memory.

Last rear there were 19 who took the examinations at the close
of the year’s study and received diplomas. There is an enrollment of
75. The fundamental and valuable relation of. the Junior Union to
other departments of church work cannot be over estimated. Here, as
nowhere else, opportunity is given for the enriching and directing of
character and developing in personal and practical forms suited to the
experience of young, vigorous Christian life. The church, by its atti-
tude toward, and hearty interest in this movement, shows great wisdom
and acknowledges heartily the worth of the movement. It develops

teachers and molds pupils for the largest Christian service.. ~.
Superintendent - - - - - - Mrs. F. W. Bateson
President - - - - - - - - Harry Bowley
Vice President - - - - - - Jessie Hanchett
Secretary - - - - - - - - Hazel Willard
Treasurer - - - - - - - - Harold Willard
Pianist - - - - - - - - Ethel Sewell .

£\
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JOANNA MOORE
Our Home Missionary.

\lR% HELEN ROE BFF(‘HEI{
Our Su‘on(l \hsswn.u\.

Missionary Sorietivs

& S

The Ladies’ Foreign Missionary Society was first or ganized at the
home of Mrs. 1. R. Mudge in April, 1871. There were but few constit-
uent mémbers but thev were at once afliliated with the Woman's
Baptist Missionary Society of the West. Mrs. N. W. AMiney was ifs
first chosen President, and Mrs. H. H Rem "T sEcrétary and treas-
urer. \h‘s. Mmer was sucégeded In a few months hy \lrs. C. H. Roe
who ab]v “Hied " The office until her death, February 19, 1874, I«'ler
efficient and faithful services were greatly missed, hoth in chureh and
mission eircle. Ajthough somewhat cast down at the severe loss, Mrs,
C. W. Cringle_was appointed as her successor in office and s, ]3;
AMable was elected secretary and treasurer, and the society w mke(l on,
contributing and working mostly for the foreign fields. They gladly
lent a helping hand to the South church in aiding \Ii Mary Wood in

her outfit for her labors in India, and as readily "me “ifieir aid in \end-
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ing out of Miss J. P. Moore as a missionary among the Freedmen of
the South.” At a meeting held August 19, 1877, a change was made
in the constitution and a Home Mission Society was organized in con-
pection with the Foreign work, and the interests hecame mutual, and
have continued as the Ladies' Home and For®ign Missionary Society.
Interested in and connecied with these early days of wotk we find the
names of \Ix.. Mazy Moss, Mrs. John Saxton, .\Irs m(k\\ell L‘mmns,,

Sweer, Hmdlm Ingalls, Johnson, Tobyne, Ellis, A.mes W lllge Dean

and Wi vme who have all been called from earth to their Heavenlv
rewdrd. My . Olney_ and Mrs. Philips, have moved from us.
and but few of the Ml'h memher‘; are lell to labor on. We trust,

however, their mantles have fallen upon other shoulders. The work
has gone on gradually inereasing in interest and members.

Anvone may hecome a member of eitlier or both branches of the
work by paying the annual fee of two cents a week into the treasury
of the society. Most gladly would we welcome every sister in the church
to a share in this worthy work.

Gur meetings are held monthly on Thursday following Communion
Sunday, from rwo to four o’cloek. A program of much interest is given
a1 pach meering alterunating the Home and Foreign mte‘\'ests. Work is
hasted for industrial schools in the South and West. Oﬁce or twice a
vear a hox of ¢lathing and quilis are sent to some neeqv Station. Bach
vear missionary teas are served in the church parlors ‘and a pleasant
social. hour spent as well as an addjtion to our funds of fifteen cents
per capita.  In this way we also hope to increase the interest in the
work and would gladly welcome a larger attendance.
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In the nearly thirty-six years of work since our organization we
are unable to give an estimate of work acctomplished. Many hundreds
of doilars have heen sent as aid to the cause. Many hoxes of supplies
sent to missionaries. Several life members made in lome, Foreign
and State mission work. many prayers offered. and we hope many souls
saved and fitted for service. Yet the work is but begun. Who will
help us to gather sheaves for the Master? Desides those already men-
tioned as presiding at these meetings we have also been served by the
following Presidents: Mrs, Graham, AMrs. Welsher, \Ir>. D. Mq!n AMrs,
A, C. Keene, Mrs. B. R. Bicknell, Mrs, H, \W. Reed, Mre. J_ .. Irving.
‘\lxs? R‘ S W ‘lll\PI'a \lm Theresa Lmnell AMrs. C. H. \\ hee]er and \Irq

“Whe ler, The longest service DY one person l)mng thirieen
We have had as secretaries of Loth the Home and Foreign work,
Mrs. Mary Mudge, Mrs. Graham, .\Irq. F‘hza Se\\’ell. 1,_Alrs. Dradlexy, Mrs.
\Iar\' \\'heeler. nh<s Juha Shftex \h§ Wixon,
Mrs. Frank Seweu 1. Miss . Tinnell, Mrs. Edith B “Jrs. Eva
Pearee, CAITSTWL O WL \\’illard zmd AMrs. Jox Saxton. Some of tHIS Tamber
RAvVIng given Several vears of faithtul Servicer At a meeting held in
January, 1907, it was voted to change our Constitution and hereafter
have two presidents and vice presidenis, one for each interest, and
Mrs. J. M. Hicks wes elected President, and Mrs. E. M. Calkins. Vice
President of the Foreign Society. Mrs. Joy Saxton, Secretary and Treas-
urer; Mrs. Mary Wheeler, President, and Mrs. W. A _Avers, Vice Pres.
of the Home Society, with Mrs. L. C. W m'lr(‘{ Secretary and Treasurer.

In both Foreign and Home mission fields our church has from an
early day had its consecrated and efficient representatives. As early
as 1845 Miss Martha Foote, a sister of the brothers Erastus and Eli
Foote, then and 1ong : after, hxghh‘ respected farmers in Flora 1 tox\nshxp
hoth now deceased. was married to Rev. John Sidney Beecher, 3 a Baptist
though not a memher hére: they soon “sailed Tor Burmah, in comp'mv
with Dr. and Mrs, Adoniram Jugdson. Eight years and more they re-
mained Ia.bormg with the ekruest wm'kers on that then dark, unpromis-
ing field. They were considered the first foreign missionaries from I1-
linois. Mrs. Beecher died in the work. Mr. Beecher remained for a
time, LUl later returned to America, and R

> Belvidere. Within ten
vears our church was asked ito send its second missionary-—none other
than the gifted and devoted e}dest daughter of vur pastor, Miss Helen
S..Roe, Ier marriage to Rev. J. S. Beecher was the first Weédding in
‘the family. We quote hrleflf’i‘rom Tier sisler, Ars. Shannon. “It is
needless to say it was a time of many mingled emotions. To enter for-
eign missionary service nearly half a ceutury ago seemed a different
thing from what it does now; the danger, perils and achievements of
the earliest days were still fresh in mind; the facres of the pioneers were
familiar, and many could count the first missionaries among their per-
sonal friends. * * * §Still, as at that early day. a five months™ voyage
intervened between the time when they hade good-bye to the hame land,
and the long-looked-for day when the tropical shores of India met their
expectant gaze. Following this, nine busy vears of arduous founda-
tion work was spent in Bassein and then AMr. Deccher’s health com-
pletely breaking down, the family departed for America.  While resting
in England Mr. Beecher was called to his reward. and the widow with
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Tier four little girls, parsned her was homeward o the iamd of e
adaption,”™ .

The departure of Miss Mary Wond as it foreign spissionary frem:
the Souwth chureh wis an oceasion of much interest in anr Dagast
churches, on Anzust 2o, 1871 She sailed for India Sepietier 7
The farewell exervises were npressive atd interesting. Hew i
Samuel, Osgood, the seteran mi-siorpry from Chicago, representing
the Missionary Union, and Rev. O, D Stoge, made addresses, why e
Rev. John Fultan, pastar of the South chureh, and oar pastar, Rev.
4\\'._7.‘&.*,;\‘\_7'9!5119{ also expressed their confidence in her alality and de-
votion, which with the divire- Wessing wonid enabhle her to do nouh
for the master in her chosen field. Soon after engaging in her warf,
<he was married to Rev. Alired Newhall at Ramapatan. India, win
had done gond <ervice. and conripued there with the zeaious and hopefnd
help of his wife until her death in thar far distant Iand. While she was
strictly and direerly the reporosentitive of the South church, we deemed
it quite proper 1o make extendeld mention of Mrs. \\‘m)d-.\'ewha}}. for
she. as a girl, wis a member of onr Sunday schooi, and as a member of
the chureh. with Ber pareuts, Samuel Wood, deceased, und Luev Waood.
vet spared to us, took their letters with others, at the orgamzation of
the South chureh.  We mav then oy mention fhe earir dayvs when
parents and daughter were zealons in ! chuich work with us, and
sa elaim her, in part. as our thir? issionary on the foreign field.

in the earlier davs the ilome Mission work had its etlicient lahor-
ers from our church. Wirth characteristic zeal and devetiou our former
pastor. Dr. Roee, led the way. Soon afrer his return from his short ser-
vive as ?h;q:!ain in the army he aceepted the appointment of Field Secre-
tary and organizer in The work of the N. W. Freedmen’s Aid Society.
its neadquarters were in Chirago, aud it early work was on the
Missigsipypt river in Arkansas.  Later, ander appointment of the govern-
ment, he fravelled extensivery in the Sonith wherever our arniies were
victorions, estabishing schools for the lately liLerated slaves. Dr,
Lioe's voungest daughrer. Miss dith, Segan her missionary work as
W tencher. aml  assisfaiit  to  her father in  the home  field
returning soan o Swecoms the hride of the roung graduate and to prove
the devoted co-laborer with Dr. C. H. Mabie, as pastor. and in the jater
vears, earnestly eugaged with him in the foreign work as Secretary of
our great American Baptist Missionary Tnien at Boston,

Qur sister, Mrs. P. Johnson, who was a member with us for more
than fifty vears, was also mnch interested in the ¢olored people and went
down as a teacher for a time. She had already seen her only boy
vrought home dead, after a faithful service in the first yeur of the war.
Her servive under Dr. Roe was ar ar near Helena. Arkansas.

We must give deserved space to record somewlar of the early
labors of Miss Joanna P, Moore, in the home field. She’was encouraged
and assist+d » Dr. Hoe as she first left us to hegin yer humble Christ-
like mission so ’:inmivafi_\‘ continued and enlarged sidlce that eventful
time, when thongh made free by the immortal Proclamation, the eclored
raee were then largely a helpless, homeiess and ignorant surden on
the govermment, but Mizs Moore gives to our Sablath school the credit
of starting her on by the first sma}l pledge of support. Her own words

Teprd Fesll 13w Nop e e i Fesr ars aoman vhoe bad lwen on island
Na i, pn e Aneissinpd martd of Memphis sisired Borkford Seminary

H

and fold e of his vise® there afers thene aere akoent 1100 women and
chitdren ¥ great distre.s 3 3500 miisnister was 2here in commnnd of
Gorolored cesment abie miarded raoinand. e soeaker drew aosad
orare sl ol suflerioe atcl ealreno spuoramee * % 08 woman
s neaded. Fina®iy 1 oeoss oshine shat enn 1 ade. Wl they listen 1o
me? = * * @ aheecded ez the soonditions of lnoes 'm'r;- different
shan af he #me 1T vanted To fee a foreizn missionary ° ¥ #

i
i

Hoew was | for ach the Sesssieny Held =% hasd bt ittle money,
The Spaath schoo? 2 Me Puprst ohiurell to whineh 1 belonged wanted
e o go o especiaily Mrs Mars Maoss, the teasher of the infamt elass,
They juedaed to give me fonr dollars et moiath and the government
giae pne tranevortation, aud soldiers” ratiers. The Ameriean Baptist
$1. 0 disslonary Society wave me. Lrowar of endorsement, a commis-
il 20 the wame time stating that thev conid noi pay any salary.
November, $s83, [ landed on the desolzte shore of Island Noo 14 An-
other woman from Ohio had iast arrived. o the same mi:sion. Rey.
Thomas amd his wife gave us a jart of sheir home. = = * I had rarely
seen a colored persen. and had pever spoken fo omne i then™  Miss
Moore tels us all this and much of her varied labors in the south in
her sketches, “In Christ's Stead.”  Her wark is hest appreciafed by
those whe know best of i1, snd is fully recogaized und commended
i the Home Missionary Sosiety, as its pow moest eflijcient anxiliary of
the West,
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- GFFICERS
s, ¥, 8. Stockwell - - - - - President
” Mrs, W. R. Herbert - - - - 1st Vice President
ii AMrs. E. 8. Keeler - - - - - 2d Vice President
' AMrs. M. E Dorn - - - - - - - Secretary
‘%\ Mrs. E. M. Calkins - - - - -~ - Treasurer

The Ladies’ Aid Society was organized January 16, 190¢1. The
ohject of the Society is to assist the church as {ar as possible in all
needed improvemenis, to cultivate acyuaintance and sociability among
ihe members of the church and congregation, and to he helpful when-
ever possible.

Some of the improvements on the church, undertaken by the
Society, have heen decorating of the audience room, the two class rooms
adjoining. 1the upper and lower halls, the prayer meeting
yooms, the kitchen, and purchase of carpets for the aud-
ience and prayer rooms, and matiing for the halls. They paid
$500 toward the pipe organ fund: also $19¢ into the church treasury,
hegides makng many other needed and permanent improvements. The
Society continues aetive and is hopeful of accomplishing as much in
the future as in the past.

Notes ¥Fram Chr }
\ “dilth Anniversary”

&

On our fuith Anniversary Rev, Haskins sent us a brief letter.
It will do as well now. He was pastor for some sears in Vermont, and
died there.

Bellows Falls, Vermont, Juiv 28, ISTHA.

Dear Brethren:-—Being the first white ¢hild born in Boone county*
a son of one of the first deacons of the church and baptized into its
fellowship, licensed by it to preach the gospel, and cleri-hing the mem-
ory of many pleasant associations of those eariier yvears, which from
time to time come thronging in upon my mind. it seems befitting that
T should bhe represented in your festive gathering 1o-day.

I do not remember whether the ehureh was organized at my
father's hounse. but I have been fold that its nreetings were often held
there, and that at such times I was put in the cradle and pushed under
the sink, that T might not be in the way. 1 suppose the lesson thus
early inculcated has left a lasting impress: have no disposition to
get into other people’s way, ¥ & =

Yours for the fellawship of the gospel,
JOHN R. H.-\SKL}'S.:

e s

*This honor has been claimed for our brother, Heury M. Sweet.

He says John was here first, but that he was a close second.
Dr. Eddy wrote us at our 1v1h anpiversary. 1t also is good now:
i

Mamaroneck, N, Y., July 21, 1876,

Dear Brethren:—T should Iove to recount with you and the
brethren assembled with you, the progress of the ¢hurch and cause of
Christ.

The great underlying principle of the Baptists is not in ordinances
or forms of church government, but in & converted church membership
and absolute soul liberty; likerty not only for all oniside our denom-
ination, but for all honest opinions inside. * * *

No historian can regard our claims as leading actors in the great
accomplishment, ard progress, of our free country as unjust or immod-
est. We do not ciaim all the eredit: other great bodies of Christians
are with us in all this.

Brethren, my heart is wit.. voa: mav God be with you evermore.
You became two hands while I was with you. May you help each other
and be blessed of Ged.—Your former pastor,

H. J. EDDY.
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Mrs Eliza R, Shannon, daughter of the late Dr. Charles Hill Roe,

read the tollowing stanzas arranged for the occeasion:

-«

Ring out the bells, a merry peal,
Send forth a joyful greeting:
et hearts that loved in woe or weal
With gratitude be bLeating.
l.et hand clasp hand in thankf{ulness,
I.et tears with smiles be blended,
While to this consecrated home
Qur eager feet have tended.
Through forty years she kept the faith
Pure, as she had received it;
With loyalty more strong than death
She taught ir, and believed it.
‘Mid specious views of false intent,
She sever fatled nor faltered:
3ut preacbhed the Old, New Testament,
Without one doctrine altered.
Now, many who in childhood’s days ,
Were joined in worship, prayer and praise,
Are scattered wide the country o’er
From Atlantic’s rocky shore
‘To where the blue Pacific rolls
Its waves on California’s shoals;
Aad from the northern pine-clad hills,
To where the southern sunmimer fills
The land with glowing light and heat,
Are found 1rue hearts, that warmly beat
With honest pride and love sincere,
For the old church in Belvidere.
Ye dear departéd ones! 1 fain would dwell
Upon this theme, each name and virtue tell
Jut tinre and space forbid: nor is there need
Qur grateful hearts confer on each their meed;
{‘herish ihem as our treasure safely stored,
To be returned with our returning Lord:
The pastors venerated and heloved,
The deacons from their active post removed,
Sisters abounding both in faith and love,
Brethren whose works do follow them above.
Dear friends, we bless and thank you for the toil
That laid so deep within this virgin soil
The sure foundations, whereupon to rajse .
This living temple 1o the Saviour$ ﬂ;aise.
May thousands vet of daughters and of sons
For ages shine like polished corngr stones.
May earnest men, as formerly, be found
To.preach the, gospel all the world around.
May ‘Africa’s dusky children share,
As now, a faithful sister’s Christian care.®
May India’s daughters bless the gracious hand
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That sent them thrice a sister from our land.*#*
May these he multiplied a thousand fold
Till iime shall vanish like a garment old.
And when emerging from the ocean waves,
And countiess multitudes of scattered graves,
The church trinmphant rise to meet their King,
While myriad angels hallelujahs sing.
Then great and gorious will the harvest show
OF seed you =eatiered Forty Years Ago?

*Joanna Moore,
FThe two Mrs. Beectters, and Mary Wood-Newhall,

R s
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Hresent Membership

L

Augusfa Ayers
Elizabeth Armington
Harry Armington
Jennie Ames
Earl Ames
Arthur F. Appleton
Harry Allsop
Mae Belle Anderson
Mrs. H. Allsop
Fay O. Allen
Estella Allen

E. E. Andrews
Ellit Baker
Frank Bronson
Libbie Boyce
Amos Bounds
Addie Bounds
Melissa Bounds
Marion Bounds
Milo Bounds
Fred Bounds
Willis Bounds
Edith Bowley
Harry Bowley
Cora Benson
Jessie Benson
Frank Benson
Rose Benson
Adaline Benson
Edward Benson
Frederick W. Bateson
Ada M. Bateson
Elgie Bridges
Sarah Barmore
Rebecca Barker
Lila Bowdish
William Baker
Mrs. Wm. Baker
Idabell Baker
Edward Baker
May Barker

George Brown
Jennie Briggs
Hubert Bender
Florence Bender
Harry Bender
George Bender
Maud Barr

Luey Beck

Anna Beck

Percy Bogue

Don Beardsley
Fred Boettcher
Ella Ruth Boeitcher
Sarah C. Crandall
Mary Crandall
Charity Campbel
Frank Camphell
Minnie Campbell
Edgar M Calkins
Matilda M. Calkins
Marion C. Carpenter
Marion Carpenter
George Cross
Lena Cross

Ruby Cross
Esther Cross
Percy Cross

John Cleaver
Carrie Cleaver
Arthur Cleaver
Rudolph Cleaver.
Eari Carver
Carrie Carver
Leslie Carver
Clara Conklin

W. J. Cloyvd

Mrs. W. J. Cloyd
Adelbert Church
Alta Church

, Bessie Cary,

Leana Carter

57

)

Lovina Champlin
Fannie Champlin
Edna Coliar Rooney
Orin Carrol
Laura Nina Culver
Mrs. Geo. Cline
Libbie Taylor Corlett
William Davis
Lydia Davis
Herlrert Dean
Melvin Dorn
Nellie Dorn

Carl Davidson

Ida Davidson
Helen Davidson
Mabel Davidson
Fred M. Easton
Mary Easton
William Early
Della Early

Ide Ear},\'

F. C. Eichsteadt
Mrs. F. C. Eichsteadt
Mrs. D. Fuller
William Fairbanks
Mary A. Fairbanks
Clara Ferguson
Isabelle Ferguson
Marvel Ferguson
Amy Fry

Carrie Gough
Grace Thompson

Goodrich
Jennie Goodwin
Charles_J. Gibbs"
R

Jessie; Gpeen

Grace Green
Jamest Gough
Bertha Gough
Benjamin Graham
Alice Graham

e

Elizabeth Gall
Bertha Gorham
Caroline Herbert
Benjamin Herbert
Matilda Herbert
Alice Herbhert
Henry Herbert
Minnie Herbert
Agnes Herbert
Calista Hull
Henry Huntington
Anna Huntington
Laura Huntington
Harlow Huntington
Clara Huntington
Fred Huntington
Neva Huntington
Permelia Higgins
Hattie Harling
Walter Hopkins
Hattie Hopkins
John M. Hicks
Emma Hicks
Samuel Hicks
Sophronia Hicks
Mellicent Hicks
Harry Hicks
Howard Hicks
William Hicks
Harriet Hicks
George Hicks
Carrie Hicks
Charles Hicks
Annie Belle Hicks
Richard Hicks
Lovilla Hicks
Dorothy Hicks
Meeker Hale
Felicia Hinckiey
Belle Holcomb
Ellen Holcomb
La Verne Holcomb
Richard L. Howard
Cora M. Howard
Ethel Howard
Jessie Hanchett
Louisa Hagenbruch
Eliza Jane Hersey
Eliza Jane Hart
Elizabeth Hersty
Mary Hambridge

Jennie Heywood
Belle Johnson
Fluvilla Jenner
Sarah Jones
Martha Johnson
R. H. Jukes
Anna Jukes
James Jones
Viola Keeler
Ennis S. Keeler
Harriet Keeler
Fred Keeler
Edward Kahler
Emma Kahler
Lizzie Kahler
Amelia Kahler
Iva Kibby
Charles Kleasner
Nellie B. Kleasner
Nellie Kocher
Edith Kilbury
Robert Kern
Florence Kern
Bessie Keeling
Mrra Kepple
Myrtle Kennedy
Elizabeth Kiester
Sarah Jane Lawrence
Anna B. Lawrence
James Lawrence
Louise Lawrence
Eva L, Linnell
May Linnell
Edna Linnell
Bertha Loop
Maude M. List
Simon H. Luhman
Lillian Luhman
Fay Lillibridge
Lewis N. W. Lake
Margaret Love
Earl Lane
Vina Laughridge
Caroline Newman
Martha Newman
Mary Newman
James Newman
Gertrude Newman
Charlotte Nelson
Belle Newton
Eva Tearse
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Anna Patrick
Charles Pearse
Mary Pain
Isabelle Patrick
Nelson G. T ~erson
M=zude Packard
Serepta Pease
Clark Peacock
Edna Peacock
Goldie Paylor
Doris Paylor
Nettie Parker
John Rogers
Alice Rogers
Jane Rogers
Thomas Rogers
Electa Rogers
Adelia Robinson
William Robinson
Edna Ryle
Mrs. W. O. Rhinehart
Anna B. Rundel
Helen Smith
Elvina Sawyer
Mryritie Sawyer
Jor H. Saxton
Matilda Saxton
Gertrude Saxtan
Ruth Saxton
Hopward Saxton
Lillian Saxton
William Sewell
Clara Sewell
Roy Sewell
Ethel Sewell
Glen Sewell
Sutton Sewell
Marjette Sewell
Charles Sewell
Myrtle Sewell
Frank Sewell
Mary C .Sewell
Sidney 1. Sewell
Ruth Sewell
Blanche Sewell
Emma L. Smith
Warren Smith
George W. Sterling
Eliza Sterling
Mabel Sterling
Henry Sweet




Mary Spurlark
John Sigart
Harry Snyder
Anna Slater

Otto Steudler
Bernard F. Spearing
Millis Spearing
C. F. Stowell
Irene Sage
Elizabeth A. Stine
Mary Stockwell
TIda Schlenck
Eliza Sizer

John G. Smith
Martha A. Smith
Frederick R. Snell
F. Mildred Snell.
Christiana Schnor
Mary Schnor
William Schnor
Eva Schnor
Agnes Schnor
Franklin Sheives
Addie E. Smith
Eva Staley

Hiram Tobyne
Martha C. Tobyne
Fred Tobyne
Blanche Tobyne
Effie Tolman
Marietta Turneanre
Archie Tripp
Belle Tripp

William A. Mitchell

Anna Mitchell
Marie Mitchell
Chloe Mitchell
Frank Mitchell
Stephen Morse
Florence Morse
Mrs. Ed. Morse
William Morse
Jane Moore
Russell Morgan
Sarah Morgan

-

Sophia Luhman Tripp

William Vanderwalker
Adelaide Vanderwalker
Ethel G. Vanderwalker

Celia Van Epps
\Walter Van Epps
H. H. Van Epps
Ida Van Epps
Florence Van Epps
Arthur Van Epps
Daisy Van Epps
Mary Whitman
Flora Whitman
Royai T. Whitman
Phoehe Winegar
Mary A. Wheeler
Ernesr J. Wheeler
Georgina Wheeler
Lewis R. Wheeler
Frank L. \WWheeler
Walton Wheeler
Stella Wheeler
Ancil Wixon
Noah Wixon
Fannie Wixon
Garret F. Winne
Sadie Winne
Mary F. Whitcomb
Eunice A. White
Luther C. Willard

Harriet Willard
Maude Willard
Frank wMuorg:m
Isaac Miller
Caroline Miller
Judson Moss
Carrie Moss
Roy Moss

Dora Moss
Bessie Moss
Flora Moss
Orson Moss
Elva Rozina Maus

Harold Willard
Raymond Willard
W. 0. Willard
Minnie “Willard
Hazel Willard
Sarah Weston

J. E. Wells

Mrs. J. BE. Wells
Tennie Willard
Harry Willets
Anna Willets
Charles Wilson
Dlanche Wilson
Nina Woodruft
Sarah H. Wentworth
Willis Wilcox
Mary J. Wiicox
Nelson Wilcox
Rose Wilcox
Lillian Wilcox
Sophroniaz Wixon
XNettie Wixon
Charles Wixon
Belle Wixon
Emma Wixon
wWilda Wixon
Owen Woods
Clara Woods
Gladys Whiting
Iva \Wolverton
Ruth Wentworth
Anna Youngren
Elva Rozina Maus
Julia Munn
Lester Miller
Lila Mock
Harriett Mariett
Fred McLean
Mrs. Fred McLean
Myrile MceCoy
Lily ‘Meyers
Ethe} 3;000!13
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“TLpat We Forget”

& <

The following named members of our church., of the Sunday
School. from our Baptist families, and attendants at our services, re-
sponded to their country’s call in 1861—635. Our pastor led the way:—

=When God is with our righteous cause;
His holiest places then are ours.
His temples are our forts and towers,
There is a tinmie 1o fight, and pray.”

Lincoln, Edgar N.
Bristol, Nathan S.
Moore, J. Adderly
Wood. Fred

Pray, Carrol J.
Makie, Jicob
Waterman. H. B.
Beanett, George
Sewell, Joseph
Cates, J. H.
Williams, Leslie
Williams, Heury
Byron, Peter
Loop, Matt
Lewis, Alfred
Church, Charles
Quackenboss, A.

Christian, C. 3. -~
Crittenden. Henry
Moss. Sherwood

Roe, Rev. Chas. H.
Hurlbut. Gen. S. A.
Baker, Capt. D. L.
Lake, Surg. L. L. Smedley, L. D.
Roe, Lieut. J. H. Hawes, Byron
Lawrence, Lieut. E. L. Hawes, Jesse
Lawrence, Lieut. L. C. Tinker, Judson
Jenner, Capt. H. M. Tibbits, J. W.
Sweet, Lieut. Hubbard Tibbits, Chas.
Devlin, Capt. Joseph  Tibhets, Chas.
Clark, Lieut. Danjel Comstock. James
Slafter, Adelbert A. Wixon,, Smith
Moss, Lisut. Jas. B. Winegar, J. G.
Tisdell, Lieut. James Winegar, Geo.
Johason, W. W. Chase, David E.
Whitney, Oscar Saxion, Joy H.
Bailey, S. H. Morton, Jay H.

The following named who had left us just previous to the war
entered the service from other states or cities: Capt. C. C. Whitman,
Capt. Robert. S. Rog, Capt. J ohn Neely, Capt. W. J. Handr, E. H Druse.
Garret DuPuy, our faithful jamitor for years, though not with _us at
time of ealistment, served with others named above. June, 1863, our
church Clerk, in his letter io the Association, gave expressim.l to the
rejoicing and thankfulness that tie war was over: “We will sing uflto
the Lord for he hath triumphed gloriously, * *  but never forge;txng
the price at which peace has been bought.” The Church had just seztl_ed
a war veteran, Dr. Eddy, as pastor. He proved a Nehemiah to rebuild
the walls.

In proportion to their membership the other churches were well
represented. All pulpits had pastors true to the flag, and loyally
denounced disunion and rebellion. The churches gave a glad welcome
“When Johnny Came Marching Home.”
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Arkuowledgement

L R

To each and ali swho have helped to make this little record of our
chureh life what it is—far from complete, and not all we would desire;
and vet, as we believe, quite accurate as (o facts, names and dates given,
-—we tender sincere thanks.

The pastor’s assistance and supervision is apparent and appreciated.
The officers of the several societies, the Superintendent of the Sunday
School, our Clerk, and others have kipdly assisted. Cordial response
from former pastors and relatives of those deceased enabled us to secure
pictures of several of the earliest workers on this fleld. *““What hath
God wrought™ through them, and those in the succeeding years who
have “entered into their labors. When on the march we reached the 50th
mile stone, wgmged a halt. repeating the command, “Stand
still. and consider, etc.” Now we have passed the 70th mile stone,
have again halted, and have taken a brief review of the past gracious
guidance of our God, whose continued leadership is assured, if we,
loyal and true to His word, are alert to His command, spoken first
to Moses, but not vet countermanded, “Speak unio the children of
Israel tBat they go forward.”—J. II. 8.

-
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wewPreface......

This Directory is issued that it may facilitate ac-
tyuaintance with the membership of the church. Un-
doubtedly mistakes will be discovered. Report them
o the pastor and they will be rectified in the next issue
This is published by the direction of the official hoard.

We think it will be of value and helpiut in preducing. a
more accurate record in the future.

by
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OFFICIAL BOARD.
The Ohicial Bourd is composed of Stewards, Trustees, Class
Leaders, League President, and Sunday School Superintendent.
it meets the tirst Sabbath in each month.

STEWARDS.
G. M. Marshall J. W. Sharp
William Dawson A. W. Swift, M. D.
G. S. Sager G.B. Fry
John Collier Frank Starr
William Sawyer Thos. Cornwall
Chas. I. Fox, D. D. S. Wm. Hewitt
. - William A. Sheldon
TRUSTEES.
W. D. Swail A. C. Fassett
Isaac H. Flack J. C. Longcor
A ] Yaw ‘Walter Powers
Richard Jarvis L. R. Fitzer
John List
COMMITTEES.
ESTIMATING PREACHER'S SALARY.
Dr. Swift William Dawson A. C. Fassett
TEMPERANCE.

Nellie Sager Mrs. J. W. Sharp Edwurd Barnes
. W. J. Riley James Preston
CHURCH EXTENSION.
G. B. Fry G. F. Sager
EDUCATION AND TRACTSZ.
Flora Fellows Fannie Dodge Grace Whitney
FREEDMAN’S AID AND SOUTHERN EDUCATION.
Corrydon Brown T. J. Cornwall Dr. Butterfield
DISTRICT STEWARD.

Dr. L. F. jones

G. M. Marshail
MISSIONS.

R. C. Frituz
CHURCH RECORDS.

A. J. Snyder Mrs. M. Stupfell

A. W. Swift, M. D.

"A.’C. Fasseu
Rec. Secretary, C. S. F ox. - .
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CHURCH OFFICERS.

BISHOP.
Rev. §. M. Merril, D. D.LL. Dol Ll
............. .57 W'lshmgton street; (.,hlcago Ill

PRESIDING ELDER.

Rev.F.A. Hardin, D. Du.ooovenniiiae e .. .
6314 Normal avenue, Chicago, Il

PASTOR.

Rev. Samuel Earngey, D. D.....ooiiien cniia.a..
.................. -Residence, 532 Whitney street

LOCAL ELDER.

Rev. john (.olher .....................................

LOCAL PREACHERS.

Rev. Nathainel Crane . Rev. William Cornwell

CLASS LEADERS.
John List A. ]. Lang

CONMITTEE ON MUSIC.
A. C. Fassett

G. M. Marshall
John Longcor

Jobr L. Collier
Charles L. Fox

COMMITTEE ON PARSONAGE.

Mrs. Ruie Sawyer Mrs. Carrie Weston
Mzrs. Heien Watson Mrs. Arzelia S. Fassett
Mrs. J. C. Longcor.

SACBATH SCHCOL.

Mrs. Clara DeWoit
T. L. Bowman

Mrs. Anna Dawson
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O THIS CHURCH IS INVITED
: -—TO VISIT —

~ea<The Big Store.

All Goods sold by us are guaran-
teed to give Satisfaction. Special
attractions for Holiday Season in our

Big Basement Department.

Burns § Parjow.
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CHURCH CALENDAR—-SABBATH SERVICES.

Class Meeting . RS 9:30 2. M
Preaching.... ........oooiiiii.. - 10230 a. m.
Sunday School ... ... ... ..._..... Ceeaiaeen 12:00 m.
Junior League........................ vener.2.3200 p.m.
Epworth League........ ............. vevnraaB230 pom.
Preaching..... Perena etececremimaneeavannoan 7230 p.m.
Tuesday, Prayer Meeting................. ++.7230 p. m.
Thursday, Cottage Meeting.................. 7:30 p. m.
Saturday, Choir Rehersal..... _._............ 7330 p. m.

SABBATH SCHOOL OFFICERS.

Al Snyder.... ... Lioiiail L. .Superintendent
Thomas Cornwall... .... First Assistant Superintendent
George M. Marshall._.Second Assistant Superintendent
Ezra Merrill..... ... i il . Secretary
Frank Law Earngey.......... First Assistant Secretary
Cart Thrush................ Second Assistant Secretary
William A. Sheldon......... .............. .. Treasurer
Dessie Bridges.........oouer civenreann... Librarian
Miss Edna Williams. . ....... ........... Choirester
Miss Grace Curtis.... .. et ceaaan ...Organist

The Schooi meets at the noon hour.

EPWORTH LEAGUE.

Meets at 6:30 p. m.

R.C Fritz................. eveeaanaa feenn President
Mrs. Carrie Chamberlain...... Chairman Spiritual Dept
Mrs. Edward Barnes. ..Chairman Mercy and Help Dept
Miss Fannie Dodge............ Chairman Literary Dept
Mrs. W, A, Sheldon.....,........ Chairman Social Dept
Thomas Beckington...........Chairman Finance Dept
Pearl Griffith, Jennie Pierce......... PO -Secretaries
Miss Edna Williams..........ooooool oL .Choirester

JUNIOR LEAGUE.

Dessie Bridges........ Ceeesananaan ....Superintendent
Mrs. Emma Elliot... .,.....Assistant Superintendent
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J. L. McEvoy,

One Price Cash i
Clothier. ‘

NORTH STATE STREET.

Henry ALewis...

GLOVES :
we  Shoe Dealer \
Repairing a Specialty. | Belvidere, ML

John C._Longcor,

Drugs, Tedicines, and Sohool Books.

Manuiacturer of Dr. Copelin's Cough Syrup
and Scotch Condition Powders.

130 NORTH STATE STREET.

D. Derthick & Son,

DEALERS IN

Meats and Oysters.

408 SOUTH STATE STREET. '
406 State Street. Starr Block, Room 4. j

....Frank W. Starr....

REAL ESTATE, LOANS,
....aN0 INSURANCE .———

—r

The pastor had intended to insert in this directory
a report covering the different phases of the work of
the church during his three years, especially as this is
the first directory published, also to give a brief history
of the church in Belvidere. it would have invoived a
larger outlay than would be warranted just now, there-
fore it is postponed until some future time.

LADIES' AID SOCIETY.

Mrs. Carrie Weston ........ e aaerieraea, President
Mrs. Helen Watson. ....ovvinnennnerans Vice President
Mrs. Ruie Sawyer. ....ooiiiiieins cocennenns Secretary
Miss Belle Warren......c.civienenan aunnnns Treasurér:

Meets each week on Wednesday, 2 p. m., from May
1o October, and froz: October 1o May, Tuesdays.

WOMAN'S HOME MISSIONARY SOCIETY.

Mrs. Amy Henderson...coovvmnnvennrnonsnses President
Mrs. Olive Marean.......ocoeciennanaes Vice President
Mrs. Melcena Linderman.......... Recording Secretary
Mrs. Etta Menne.ooooaenenans Corresponding Secretary
Mrs. Emma Elliott ... .ooiiiiiiins ceenenns Treasurer
Mrs. Fannie Earngey..... c.oveienees Musical Director

WOMAN'S FOREIGN MISSIONARY SOCIETY.

—-—

Mrs. William Biester ..coooiieiivienreaes -on President
Mrs. Dr. Fox....... e eeieeenas First Vice President
Mrs. F.Sager..o.oiuienraeannn. Second Vice Président
Mrs. Fannie S. Earngey... ...-..- Recording Secretary
Mrs. Olive Marean ...... .... Corresponding Secretary
Mrs. Mattie Stupfell..oooiiiieiiaiiiae cennn Treasurer
Mrs, Fannie S. Earngey..... <« «--e- Musical Director

Meets first Thursday of each month, 3 p. m.
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Millinery s
Hair Work.

A FuH Line of the Latest.
Novelties at Prices that
Are Right.

Cash Grocery,

WE APPEAL TO THE APPETITRE
.-WITH OUR......

high Grade @roceries.....

“The Proof of the Pudding is in the Eating”

Apply this test to our MERCHANDISE jafd the
o 1
result we will leave to vou.......... ... T

605 South State Street.:
— )

~—
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ON TIME.

When Admiral Dewey arrived in New York, two
days ahead of time, he was asked how it was that he
came two days ahead of time, his reply was business like
and philosophical, =i have made it a custom in life to try
and be two days ahead instead of an hour behind.” It
was this that made him win the Manilla victory, {or had
he been late in arrival he would have found his enemy
in a less favorable position for defeat

‘What a sermon in this for us. Be on time at the
public service, at all meetings, at Sunday school and
with our finances.

Had all been on tinie to see the treasurer and settle
up accounts, he would have been able to present to you
a financial statement.

Be ahead instead of an hour belnd.

Metbodist €piscopal €hurch

DIRECTORY.

Alphabetical list of members, non-resident members
not reported. If vou discover errors, report them by
card.

NATE. RESIDENCE.
Andrews, Mervin.....coeenveuenannn- 903 Caswell street
Andrews, Mary AL iiiiiiiiaaaaaaas 903 Caswell street
Avery, Wallace W._...... ... ... two miles northeast
Avery, Ruth .... . (... ... ... ..two miles northeast
Allen, Sarah. ... ...t ceet ciias 313 Allen street
Anderson, Malvina.............. 1107 South State street
Anderson, Samuel. .. ... it 514 Cherry street
Anderson, Wassina..... e e e 514 Cherry street
Armswrong, L. A, Mrs. . ooooiiiiin ool Cherry street
Armstrong, Edith... ... ..o L. . Cherry street
Butrterfield, Willis, M. D... ..... 620 South State street
Butterfield; Malvina............. ... 108 Logan avenue

S
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i . . Banwell, Robert....... ......... 1205 South State street
| F Barker, Fred C........ _............... 114 East Perry
: Barker, Alice .............. ... ... ... 114 East Perry
B e . !
i G_eor ge B. Fr Yeeseaa Biester, William ... .. -Cor. E. Second and Washington
4 Manufacturer and Piﬂlll’( 7ram¢$ and Bu.aster, Minnie........ Cor. E Second and Washington
1 Denler in ' Material Bridges, Mary_.................... 819 Garfield avenue
; .....HI'ﬂStS q . Bridges, Dessie.................... 819 Garfield avenue
{ 116 Pleasant Street. B Bowley, Hannah. . _. . e v 703 Whitney
: Bennett, Henry D.,............, ..... 315 West Jackson
]- Barton, Mary A .............. .. .. .. 131 Locust street
N ---The...... . Bachellor, Nancv................ ... ... State street
I] , 7 Burton, Anna. .........._... ... ... 413 Logan avenue
aS , PhOtOgE‘apher- _l Barber, Sarah........... ... .. ... 424 East Hurlbut
3 ‘ Brown, Sabina................... ... 813 Pearl street
fme Photos dl PI’ICQS ill Read’ of d“. v Brown, Ela........... .. ... ... .. 813 Pearl street
s A : . Barnes, Sdrah (T hOS) oo *- River Road
108 Logan Avenue. Bowman, Theodore L ... _.......... 404 East Madison
Bowman, Anna............._...... ... 404 East Madison
St ’ Barnes, Flora .. ......... ._......... 1208 South state
. The NCW YOl'k ore, Bucklin, William................. ... .
¥ Burroughs, Hattie E..._.......... 525 South State street
Crockery, (ilassware, Lamps,. Beecher, Desire..........coovenonnoo ... Garfield avenue
Notions and House Furnishings, Blossom, Lizzie......................516 Logan avenue
Barber, Mabel............... ..... 1023 Union avenue
. & CO. ' e
529 South State Street. E. B. FISHER Bowley, James............... East Second street (0. L.)
Bowley, Lettie M........... East Second Street (0. L.)
\ Blackman, Stella A..... ... ....... 417 Hurlbut avenue
Wm L] M' sawye r Bidwell, Frank.. ......_.... East Second street (0. L.)”
Bidwell, Agnes............... East Second street (0. L)
W | of
The Je eler. Bryant, Roesa M............. ... ..................
Baker, I Fooi it e L
SPECTACLES FITTED TO ALL EYES. } Brill, William. ..... ... ..., ... ....... 620 Fremont
510 SOUTH STATE STREET. Brill, Alice M. .. .... et 620 Fremont
Bishop, Clara.. .... .... .... P 1016 Prairie street
-~ . Burton, John..... ... L. Country
-~ ’ &
eeeee(he Star Bakerv t[ew : ’ Burton, John, Mrs.......coovueemenene ... Conntry
* " Brush,George D.....oooooiiiis o 125 Caswell
Brush, Albertie.... .... ...... ... ....... 125 Caswell
Fancy Bakery Goods. Brush, Nettie..... ....................... 125 Caswell
Weddings and Parties a Splecjalty. - ) Brush, Nellie....... eeereere caeeneaanan. 12, Caswell
. }
WINNE & ROSS, Proprietors. -
s
13
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J. W. SHARP_~»

Cor. Lincoln and State Sts.

Staple ano
Fancy
QGroceries.

“THE BEST IS THE CHEAPEST.”

L. C. Willard....

410 South State Street.

Home

WHAT 1S HOME WITHOUT

Furniture.

. ©¢ Furnish the Latest Styles
at the Cowest Prices.

Botsford, Margaret. ........ ... ... 803 \Warren avenue
Bruner, Howard D.. ... .. cev Loanals 516 Garheld
Brown, Corydon L..... ... . o oeeiiaans Garfield
BrownSarah E...... ... ..co ciir cerer. ... Garfield
Beckington, Rosa Jo.....ooo oonn raaea 628 South State
Beckington, Thomas | ... ....... ..-.828 South State
Barr, Maude. . ..con vien ten camne cemeiaaanan Peart
Baker, Emmett ....... Coraer Lincoln and Kishwaukee
Bvers, Mrs. E. M (Dol ooaneaans 702 Logan avenue
Barnes, Edward ........covivanennans 516 West Lincoln
Barnes, Martha A ... .....ecvv.n....51 West Lincoln
Basseit, Katie Irene..... . ........... 1217 Union avenue

. Bassett, Maggie Bell ... ... ....... 1217 Union avenue
2Bowley, Anna M. ........ ......... North State street

Cornell, Ophelia. ... ..o .o ot 1019 Garfield avenue
Case. Henrv....oovii veel ceinnan oo six miles north
Case, Melissa .. ..cooooiiiiiiimaniianns six miles north
Case, Mabel Ro..iiiviiiiieiiniinaaes six miles north
Curtis, Mrs. ... iaaeciaaann 916 East Lincoln avenue
Curtis, Alice J.o ..o ooiiiaiaant 916 East Lincoln avenue
Curtis, Netlie J........ .......916 East Lincoln avenue
Cartis, Harry., .ooooiooiiiaaos 916 East Lincoin avenue
Curtis, Grace....... ceneivnnnn 916 East Lincoln avenue
Cleveland, A.H...............523 East Lincoln avenue
"Cleveland, Lydia .... ..... ..523 East Lincoln avenue
Cleveland, William.......... [ Kishwaukee street
Cleveland, Elste...cooennniaannennns Kishwaukee street
Chamberlain, Daniel.... _..... . ..... Garfield avenue
Chamberlain, Hatde E.....ooovvaenees Garfield avenne
Crane, Nathaniel, Rev. (Localj. ...209 W. Locust street
Crane. Luc¥aecrceiionn comean cens 209 W. Locust street
Collier, John L. .. .._.. ... .. ... 1209 Whitney stréet
Collier, Anna.... .... e eieceannan 1209 Whitney street
Collier, John L. Jro....o.icveeuinnns 1209 Whitney street
Collier, Harrv. o .oonn coeiieanoan.n 1203 Whitney street
Collier, Garnett Parker............. 1203 Whitney street
Collier, Fredricke. ccccniiicairoiiannannnns Caswell street
Carpenter, Joseph §...... Country, three miles northeast
Carpenter, Clarissa. ..... Country, three miles northeast
Cornwell, William, (Rev. Local)....8!6 Garfield avenue

B
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Belvidere’s Sympathy

Has been aroused by Dreyfus’ Trial, So
will their fancy be pleased with «French
Mischief”” in Millinery. Reliable Goods and

styles at
: —am L. MAE BLOSSOIT'S.

Prices and Quality Speak Louder than Words.

The leading @ealer in CROCKERY,
GLASSWARE and LAMPS is

J. E. HANNAH & CO.

LOWEST POSSIBLE PRICES FOR BEST QUALITIES.
” l < Corner State Street
J. HO ethW, and Logan Ave.
CASH CLOTHIER.

Gents’ Furnisher, Gents’, Ladies’,
and Misses’ Shoer.

v €, €. HOVRY’S Gt Siore”

FOR ALL KINDS OF
Dry Goods, Notions, Cloaks, Carpets, Curtains

FULLER BLOCK.

CORNWELL & HALL,
Real Estate and

Insurance Agents.
Buv, Sell add Exchange Farm and City Property.
Southern and Western Land for sale. Houses and
Farms Rented and Cotlections Made.

BELVIDERE PHONE, 3:6. BELVIDERE, lLL.

Office, s10 So. State S

R 1 |

L 23 - -

Carnwell, Catherine, ....oeeeveenocn 816 Garfield avenue
Cornwell, Thomas...c.veeeeassecann 520 Warren avenue
Corawell, Elizac. cooioirn nevnavenn 520 \Warren avenue
Clark, Hannah. . ... inieovinne-- 520 \Warren avenue
Collier, John {Rev.) ..ot o oennnes . North State street
Crutcher, Othella. .. ... cheen eees 122 Bishop street
Cushman, Martin.......... cceeens 1003 Garfield axenue
Cushman, Nelliec.... .cecennnn-.. 1003 Garfield avenue
Craig, Willlam.  ......ceocn -ee 722 Framont street
Craig, Sadien.o.oeaniinns meemenne 722 Fremont street
Creighton, Witliam. ....... Country, on F. King's farm
Creighton, Mary............ Conutry. on F. King's farm
Chamberlain, Carrie.. ... Jconoicvennns .90} Pearl street
Chapman, Theron. ......... 120 West McCoomb street
Chapman, Elizabeth M. ......120 West McCoomls street
Chapman,Grace.........au-- 120 West McCoomb street
Crane, Katie D ... .. cocer vninnnns - ..Garfield avenue
Dana, Alice M.... .. ceee <von- .536 Fremont street
Dixon, GEOrEE.ceeruaranne cvres smmesssoneans Country
Dixon, Nettie R. (George)eeccecramnniracenarens Country
Dixon, Estella, (\Weslev). ..ccoinan--- Garfield avenue
Dixon, Carina, {Fred}...oo.oivaiinann. 1101 South State
Dixon, Esther, {(James).c.cooovvmvineene two miles south
Drake, Susani...oceeonzonnt ens 713 Garfield avenue
Drake, Charles A ......covnnen ...713 Garfield avenue
Dysart, Amanda..covomeranesas » <ae 519 Caswell street
Dodge, Clarence H.oooenvnnnonnnenns North State street
Dodge, Rose. (ool van oo cuannenn- North State street
Dawson, Willlam....ovoceeitcaronaannnas Logan avenue
Dawson, Mary L..... .... e nmnaneae Logan avenuc
Dawson, ANDA . .cevnrcocensemsv-ses (21 Fremont street
Dawson, Nellie . ccoovmmmiimens vonee -un Logan avenue
Dawson, Gratte. cavevres mecsesmenss Menomonee street
DeWoll, Clara. .o conevaacccsnneanean 913 Union avenue
Downing, Samuel..... ...ooeae.e 620 Van Buren street
Downing, Hester...ocoevvevnanaes 620 Van Buren Street
Downing, CIAra. ....eeseers mmmmommenoszmasssnssmees
Dean, Fannie E.......... ..East Second street, {O. L.)-
Durham, W. Herreeieeaieeiianeeen 518 Taswell street
< Durham, Emma M. .cicivieins ooen 518 Caswell street
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You don’t get the News

UNLESS YOU TAKE

= Che Republican «

THE PEOPLE'S PAPER.

MELZER & 0’CONNOR

CLOTHIERS

and

HATTERS....

R
L o

Carry everything to bc found in the Clothing
' and Furnishing Goods line for Men and Boys.

5 b a2 p
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Duncan, Ford .. .c.oaiuco - -0 . .-.119 Becond street
Duncan, Carrie A, ...eineianian.. .--.119 Second street
Davis, Marv A ......... .....927 East Lincoln avenue
Dodge, Fannie E. ...l 624 Freemont street
Dedge, Olive. . ouivnmaraaaenea s 624 Freemont street
Downing, EMestu.nneac i sinennnas -Perry street
Downing, Belle.. ...c....coovinnns v remanas Perry street
Eamgey. Fannie S ... 0 ccvaains 532 \Whiiney street
Earngey, Jennie C.... . ooaonveaann. 532 Whitaney street
Earngey, Frank L..... .. .occo..e 332 \Whitney street
Estabrook, Eliza......coivicee cneennas 515 East avenue
Elfiot, Emma.......onceeneen- 219 East Madison street
Elliot, Carmie..vonmvuvesnncnacannacen South State street
Earl. Mattie. orervnriavae cvocnnsn 1214 Whitney street
Flack, Isaac H. ..... ..... -....815 South State street
Flack, Mary..conrimiivennnaoacs $15 South State street
Fassett, Adeibert C. ......... 405 West Hurlbut avenue
Fassett, Arzelia S.....oooinnean 1035 West Hurlbut avenue
Fry,George Bo......... ... cremaanee 212 Union avenue
Fry,Lucela Ecooooiie viiiannaaaas 312 Union avenue
Fry, Robert. ... coeorvmiiininnn. three miles southeast
Fry,Susannah . ... ceenns three miles southeast
Frv,John F.......ccccn.ooo... . three miles southeast
Fry,Albert Toen o iiiiiiiiiianens three miles southeast
Fry, Adelaiden. .cocraareccarnnnns three miles scutheast
Fry, Gilbertoorveeeeoanann. +.....three miles southeast
Fry, Arthur. ... ... PO three miles southeast
Fryv, William............ ... ....three miles southeast
FrvoRuth oo enes three miles southeast
Ferguson. May.....cc..coinann 609 West Madison street
Fellows, Flora...c.coacmreninnnen- 321 North Siate street
Fellows, Neuie...... .. berneeaman 321 North State street
Fellows, Derotha, ceenaoon.o - «-..321 North State street
Fair, GEOTEC, cucccvenarnnnr sosmencrsnpannn Main street
Fair, William.... - .. ....EastSecond street{O L.,
Fair, Mamie ...cocvann oann East Second street (0. L.)
Fair, Joho.o. v ceennen remesanesssaasnSecond street
Franklin, Nettie. ... coniannrvnas weeeese--North Side
Ford, Richard.. .. .ceeem cmeicnannnnanas Logan avenue
Ford, Elizac.ccnnenn.e bomeresemnerennaan Logan avenue
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"~ James l)ott,
Pbotog;avher.

Successor to Clark & Nott.

L R R

*

Kodaks and Amateur Supplies,
Large Portraits, Frames.

418 S, State Street. Belvidere.
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J. F. Grogan

LEADER OF STYLES
IN

Jlff;?:fs |

......

H Bclyidere Block.
i 5 1 s
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Fiddock, William.......ovunn wemee »-.201 Locust strect
Fitzer, LeviRo ... vean cnmeens 616 East Sccend street
Fitzer, Lule. . ...... .-cc.....816 East Second street
Fritz, Rudolph C...cvnvnana.. two miles Rockford read
Fritz, Lena.. ..... v PP two miles Rock ord road
Fritz, Constante.. . .ocucenans two miles Roe ford road
Fenwick, Jane. .. ..oiivmainnn.. .. North State
Ford, William....... seammmameann e wos Loygan avenue
Ford, Delia. ..o, o.t.n eemarnenanan ~Logan avenue

Fox, Charles L, D. D.S...........710 Van Buren street

Fox, Hattie ..o nveeenn.n. v-..710 Van Buren streer
Fox, AMY ..ov iviinenrcmmnincnean 710 Van Buren street
Fox, Winaefred.. ... .... .......710 Van Buren street
Fav,Sarah M.o..... ot et vheane e Union avenue
Guuld, Jared B.... . «. -..916 East Linceln avenue
Gray, Hiram.........0 .ol .. ...Corner Pearl and First
Griffith, Laura. ...cveveeecnrar -an..-815 Union avenue
Griffith, Pearl. ..o vin i iaiae 813 Union avenue
Gould, Frank J...oc conv <ol 416 East Lincoln avenue
Grigsby, Louis A, D.D.S....... ... 321 Allan street
Grigsby, Mantha, .........cel ooo Ll 321 Allan street
[T 0 o5 ¢ - T Univn avenue, 0. L.
Gaus, Hemat.. ....... Chmee e aes North State street
Gaus, Marv.. ..oueninan Ceemaneaenas Naorth Suate sreet
Gordon, Wealthy....... . South Srate strect
Grabam, Benjawmin F ... ... 1wo miles northeast
Grabham. Mabel .. ...... coeeiaan two miles northeast
Hardin, Leviociiivninnennninnann- 129 West Pleasant
Hardin, Ella. ... ... .... femarae e 129 West Pleasant
Hannah, Thomas ......... e aeen-Sosth State street
Hovey, Befinda... c..cce cnnn ... 603 Garfield avenue
Howard, Gertrude . o aeevsnvannnnnnas 933 Whitney strect
Howard, Addie.......cccnuenrs ... 935 Whitney street
Hopper. Samh E. .. ................021 Prairie streex
Hewitt, William. ...... .. . 623 Julian strect
Hewitt Jemima. .. ..cnn.n e emrannenas 623 Julian street
Hewitt, Martha Grace........ .cooae. 623 Julian stieet
Hill, George W ..... cmaenman +...twn miles River Road
Bill. Cartie Aeyas revvnilonns oo wwo miles River Road
Hiil, Clara May. ...... +eeeer-..two miles River Road

Y
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Hill, Mrs. Henrv..........._._... two miles River Road King, Addie............. . e 509 Caswell street
Holmes, Mrs........... ..... Corner Main and Meadow Kunze, Lumah.. .... S et et eememmmm——————
Harling, Benjamin. ... .........__... four miles sowth Knickerbocker, Winnje........_ ... East Second street
Huber, Charles. ...... .. . ....three miles northeast Kemper, FredC,...... ... Caramana 721 Caswell street
Huber, Mrs. Charles, _......._.... three miles northeast ) Kemper, Cora... ...... .. ...__... 121 Caswell street
Huber, Phillip ...... ... ........... Rock ord Road Kocher, C.C.................__. 224 \'an Buren street
Huber,Lena. ......................... Rockford Road Kilbury, George B.._. ... . e e meaa. Ogden avenuce
Huber, Leona...... .... ... ... ...... Rockford Road Knox, Leviooois vuee onee .. 911 Garfield avenue
Huber, Walter....... .......... ... Rockford Road ’ Knox, Eila Atbana . ...... ... 911 Garfield avenue
Huber, Lottie Kate............... . ... Rockford Road ‘ Xnapp, Manie L................ -1211 Whitney street
Hendrickson, Allen..................319 Locust streex i List,John,......... e enmmine amas G21 Freemcnt street
Hendrickson, Amy. ..... ........_..31% Locus: street H List, Mrs. John:............ eeanan 21 Freemont street
Hendrickson, Mahalon............... 319 Locust street i Linderman, Melissa.............._. 308 \Whitney street
Hart, Martha ..........._.. ... ... 317 West Locust i Luce,Ellay ... . ..., .. _ ... 315 Jackson street
Higgs, Nellie. ................ ...... 37T West Locust ; Luce, Elsie H......... .........._..315 Jackson streer
Hubbard, Irene......... ... .. .... 616 Cherry street i Luce.Harriet B........_... ... Rockford Road
Hyndeman, Arthur...._.... .. ... ... _ .. North State Luce, George...... ... ..._... .. .. Rockiord Read
Hyndeman, Mavtie.. .......... .. . .. North State ! Lengeor, Jobn C.. ... ... 15 West Lincoln avenue
Hutches, Carl C..... . . ........._. 837 Caswell street : Longcor, Eva B.......... ... 215 West Lincoln avenue
Hutches, Flora........_....... ... 537 Caswell streer Lewis, Marv.. ... ... ... __ 463 Sovth Sate street
Hutches, S.N...... ... Ceeeena euan 537 Caswell street . Lucas, Jackson G.... ..... ..., _._ South State street
Hutches, Myra J......_......_...... 537 Caswell street Lucas, Nerntie. ..... fesemeaenccmannnana 815 Pearl strecy
Hutches, Ethel. ..., ... .. .. _. 537 Caswell street Lindquist, Knute T...... .......__. -Turner Addition
Hummel, Mrs...... ... ....._.. West Lincoln avenue Lindquist, Martha...._........... ««es-Turner Addition
Hather, James F ................. . ... Freemont street Lindquisr, Martha. ... ___. -+ ... Tumer Addition
Hasler, William..............._.... two miles southeast Lindquist. Charles ... .._...... ... Turcer Adadition
Incledon, George................. 711 North State streer Lindquist, Albert....__. ... ... Turner Addition
Incledon. Eliza. . ... .. .. .. _. 711 North State strect Lindquist, Frank... ... _....__.__ ...~ Turner Addition
Jones, LeslieW., M.D.............. W._Hurlbut avenue - Linneil, Thumas Joreinn ... 601 East Lincoln avenue -
Jones, Ella C ......... .. . ... West Huribut avenue Linnell, Maryv.o i, 60t East Lincola avenue
Jones, Quiney............. ... .. 415 West Fifth street : Lewis, Henrv.......... ... -..310 North State street
Jones, Mrs, Marietta. . ... ...__. 415 West Fifth street . Lewis, Harriet . .... ...... .__ 310 North State street
Jarvis, Richard................ . ...... 725 Pearl street Lewis, Emma M. .......__. -- 423 South State street
Johnson, Mary Jane..... ......_... five miles southeast Loop, Marja..._..... ...... ... 817 Nenth State street
Jarvis, Alice. ........ . ... . 1026 South State street Lawman, John......... ... .. ... four miles southeast
Jaffray, Bessie....... ...._......... .. 719 North State Lawman, Rebecca........ vessacnan four miles scutheast
Johoson, Anna. ... . .. .. ... .. 928 Buchanan street Lane, Mary Jare. ..... Ctemenbmennn sen 920 Pearl street
Kimmel, Rosetta...... ._.... _.... W. Lingoln avenue Luce, Carrie..._._................_ ... Rockford Road
King, Lizzie.....ooooooooioo ool L. r..Country Leach, Walter.._............. .. ... 514 Warren avenue
King, Charles F.._.. .. . . 7'~ 509 Caswell street . Leack, Martha. ... . . .- """ 314 Warren avenue
- ’ * A -
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Leach, Violet, e oonvocoinnrannacanns 514 Wamen avenue
Leaman, Lucy. ..o viiiniaonnn. .1215 Whitney street
Love, Alfred ..... o coccviivinis caeenens Pearl street
Landis, Belle. oo oernniacioanaanas . 306 Locust street
Lane, Tripiena.....cccceermenccnanccacnnes Pearl strect
Lenz, Calvin........... eeaaaean 401 East Fourth street
Lenz, Anna.. o oeiiiiininn corennns 401 East Fourth street
Leaman, Silas............. . ....1030 South State street
Little, Nancy E.... ..... . . .- -813 Whitney street
Logan, Frank A.. ..o iieommeniionnncas Second street
Logan, Lorenda........ vempanemeaeaan .Second street
Lang, A  Jooen ol o Cornrer Freemont and Logan avenue
Lang, Mary........ Corner Freemont and Logan avenue
Lang, Vera........Corner Freemont and Logan avenue
Lawman, Nettie.. . oonnveenen conns four miles southeast
Lobdell, Julla.. .. oenevieanenraceesinns e eeean Country
Lewis, Mrs. Tavlor. ... .. .4()3 South Stnte street
Martin, Maggie............. .-...813 South State street
MerrillL Anna, . ooeminnianns rveaveans 202 Main street
Merrill, Ezra,eeceoieeaana.en e eeaee 202 Main street
Mott, Sarah.. o oiiiieii e e 616 \Whitney street
Maxom, Leora....oovvivemiane —ann 627 Whitney street
Marean, Olivae A .servnarnnnnns 464 South State street
Martin, Thomas.. ......ce cinacnnnnns South State street
Martin, Mary Jooo caiemiaiiiiiicaas South State strect
McDavitt, Edward L......... 809 West Lincoln avenue
McDavitg, Mary L...... . 809 West Lincoln avenue
McCandles, Maggie......... v....914 West Perry street
«Marshall, John W...... v emenn 620 West Jacksun street
Mauz, Kozina...oveece cunnieons ....Kishwaukee street
Marzin, Matilda ... ... ... .aa... ..525 Warren avenue
Marshal!, George M. .. ccoooe cianns 703 Pearl street
Marshall, Susie .coenrniiiiaann Ceeean 703 Pearl street
Marshall, Tavlor L......... exaen an 613 Logan avenue
Marshall, Agnes..... PR ...613 Logan avenue
Morse, Austin_.... .... vev-...315 West Pleasant street
Morse, Matilda. .. ooeoviaeanias 315 West Blepsant stréet
Mackey, Laura. . coeemeoeaeaoieaiaians 528 Julian street
McBride, W. M. . oer vrniiiaaans 617 Logan avenue
McBride, MIS.eenueeeceerocencanenas 61" togan avenue
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Martin, Fred.l._... bemmede emsmraan -South State steeet
McGill, Mrs. John......... s esees.300 East State street
Myers, W. E .ol 515 Madison street
Miller, AL J..... .. ereenesenrasaneasi10 Whitney street
Miller, Mrs. AL ... .eol ... 710 Whitney street
McDowell, Adam.......... . cemmeaeeen Freemont street
Mcidowell, Catherine......c..... . ...Freement street
Mosie, Richard, _..onnivecnnann ne 807 Prairie street
Moore, Margaret......c.oeeueeannann..307 Prairie street
Manng, Lovis Ho.ooool L oennanes ..715 East avenue
Manne, Etta J..... eeemonn emann ..+.112 East avenue
Mullen, Wealthy..... ...c.....-.....South State street
Mclnnes, Elena......... (.. .c.... ».103 Fourth street
McNaughton, Edessa. ........ ree-- 102 Logan avenue
Martin, Dora.... coureeee eae o North State street
Mason, John . .o..al Laal.s 809 \West Lincolnavenue
McEachron, Anaie. ... .....207 West Huribut avenue
NoTton, CarTie. oo iins v tiv crvmcscsccennn ameann
Newton, Belle. oo vmveneinnn cammnanean 615 Baker street
Nash, W. T iiieaannas wemseeanen .Logan avenue
Pertit, Mary..cveuenn civeceann --n 311 \Whitney street
Peuit, E. E. ..o iiiicineia. . 311 Whitney street
Powers, Lucinda.....coeean couees two miles River Road
Pawers, Walter M. ...oenao..... two mlies River Road
Powers, Frankie............. . ...twp miles River Road
Prentice, Minnie. ......... weue-n--East Second {Q. L)
Prentice, O. R. ... ...............East Second {O. L.

Prentice, O. R, Mrs..... caeenv~a--East Second {O. L)
Pritchard, Warham W........ . ne-«-815 Prairie street
Pritchard, Matilda....................815 Prairie street
Pritchard, Clarence....noueea... veness813 Prairie street
Pritchard, Evelvn. ........ e emeeenaan .. Prairie street
Pritchard, Susan..... P P, «»se-...Prairie street
Perlet, Eva............ . ....Corner Prairie and Fourth
Powers, Carrie Lo . oo oveinnnnan.n ...416 Julien street
Pierce, Jennie M......... . a»-2..422 North State street
Pierce, Mary E..... e emnoneeenned22 North State street
Pierce, Olive...cccvver o cvren....122 North State street
Piel, Altha A _..... decenesasmaseanann 923 Cherry street
Piel, Lillie.. cevvrenncnnnns e mene .aes 923 Cherry street
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Pearr, John Go...oovven .. ... 603 Garfield avenue
Peart, Minnie.... ...... .... +--..003 Garfield avenue
Palmer, Eleanor....... .. ..... 1032 South State street
Palmer,A. L............. PR 1032 South State street
Pratt, Miram.. ... ..o ... three miles south
Puterbaugh, Harry........covuvenenn. ... 707 West Perry
Puterbaugh, Harry, Mrs............. .. 707 West Perry
Pilcher, Cora.. ... ... ................ 529 Allen street
Pierce, Nellie Jo........ ... ... . ... West Madison
Pierce, Flnd E, ...... ..... .. ......... West Madison
Pease, Nellte Go..o............ ++- -..111 Fourth street
Preston, James................ .......... East Second
Preston, Jeanie.. .. ... ... ... .East Second
Price, Mattie....oooveen e e . East avenue
Pettit, Blanche...... ... ... ..., Webster street
Petitt, Glen....... ..._......_. romeanaan Webster street
Perty, John.......... bemearn eeeeeaaaes Hancock street
Petty, Amy ....o. ..o, oo ..., Hancock street
Reed, Harrdet M_.._... .... four miles Reed’s Crossing
Ritchie, Lillian M......... ...... ..... two miles south
Rundall, Sarah.. ..o . L. 1014 South State
Robertson, Mira R ....... femrerrae reenes 816 Whitey
Ray, Luceba........oiiiiiinmannann. .. 336 Allen street
Rairdon, S. C, Mrs........ Cor Third and Prairie street
Ramsley, Cora. ..oooviiiiiiiiiiiiiis i, Y eeen
Robinson, Edmund J ......... SR 12¢ Ogden avenue
Riley, William J.................. 1002 Garfield avenue
Riley, EHa. ... .coooemini ... 1002 Garfield avenue
Rivenberg, Adeline............ 300 East Madison street
Roderick. Rovella M....._. ...... 1214 Garfield avenus=
Rounds, Herbert,..... ......... ----313 West Pleasant
Rounds, Sarah L ... . .0 .. .. ..., 315 West Pleasant
Rose, Mary E...... .......... 226 \West Pleasant street
Ross, Alvov E..... ....... ....... 1003 Whitney street
Rogers, Edith..._... ..... four miles south, Genca road
Rulison, Nettie...._............. 713 East Second street
Richardson, Alta Bella...... ... ........ 5]04Main street
Rainthrop, Benjamin C......... .. .._... L.River Road
Rainthrop, Pearl........ ... .............. River Road
Slafter, Mrs. A. A...... .. aeenes ++--113 West Madi on
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Swayne, George W.. . ciiiiimnnn mon eommans oen.
Sprague, Martha...._... recmave amen State Streez (0. L.)
Sprague, Bertha....._ ... ...... ..State Street {0. L)
Sprague, Edba.......o.oooooo...... State street (Q. L.)
Smith, Almira..... meeemaneen aan hrmmevemtme—nam—a

Seaver, Anna...... e mmmeenne .. s ....612 Pearl
Silvus, Ida..............._. Corner Church and Caswell
Snyder, A, Joo i Van Burer street
Snyder, A. J ,Mrseeooiinnniinn. ool Van Buren street
Sherman, Jokn L. _.._... Ca emme eeeeana 1019 Garfield
Sherman, Mary E............... ...... .-1019 Gariteld
Scott, Jennie............ feenavacccre ceronan 1121 Pearl
Stupfell, Mattie............ Corner Fourth and Whitney
Stupfell, Edwin......... ...Corner Fourth and Whitney
Smith,\Winnie..... femerveenn. maan two miles country
Smith, Fdna....ooiemoiiiiieeaiaanan .. Country
Smith, Ray........ ceeeeemiacan cemae Toe cmmas Country
Smith, Lee......... Gemmedesieveesssenmananans Country
Sexaur, George.. ....... veameasapcaennna two miles east
Spragg, Caroline.... . ........ ... West Lornst street
Sheldon, Wo. A.oooneieen ..., -.%10 Prairie street
Sheldon, Elizabeth M................0 710 Prairie street
Seargent, Mahala............. PN Logan avenue
Savage, HLR.__...... e vemmaua 317 West Hurlbut
Savage, Ella........ heecnvemenne oman 315 West Hurlbut
Stupfel, Celia... .ooevneeno... PO Second street
Sager, Ellen. . ..ouueueeceonea... two miles southeast
Sager,Garret Fountivneeaeeenae.. two miles southeast
Sager, Elen E......cooiooonoo.... two miles southeast
Sager,Jessie V_ ... ........ ..... two miles southeast
Sager, George Eee.ooevl ..., - --..two miles sputheast
Sager, Emery Ho . ooouiiimnunueo.. two miles southeast
Sawyer, Ruie Dourereenerneeenen... 633 \Whitney street
Sawyer, William M.................633 Whitney street
Sawver, William, Mrs...._.......... 633 Whitney street
Shaw, Daniel.. ..... ... ..... Corensnens West Jackson
Shaw, Martha B................ resennn-. West Jackson
Silvius, Mary A ... ... ceeeao... ---.B16 South State
Swail, Louise M.......oeoiuoa..... ...317 West Lincoln

Swail, Bertba.... ...c.ciiiniienns.0.317 West Lincoln
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Swail, May......... . 317 West Lincoln
Silvius. Lizzie............... Corner Church and Caswell
Sellard, James.................. coeae- 324 North Main
Sellard,Clara.. ..........iiviaen. oan. 324 North Main
Sharp, John W._ ... ... ... 522 West Lincoln avenue
Sharp, Hattie................. 522 West Lincoln avenue
Sharp, William...... ........ 522 West Lincoln avenue
Sharp, Proctor. ............. 522 West Lincoln avenue
Starrr, Frank W.. ... ... ..., 819 Pearl street
Starr, Marv.. ... i 814 Pearl stueet
Silvius, Wells ... ... .. cooiiiaa.. Whitney street
Swift, Arthur W, M. D.......... 129 West Locust street
Swift, Jessie E... ......... ....129 West Locust street
Shaw, Newtde........ ... five miles west Newberg Hill
Stowell, Delia........ .. ...between Sixth and Seventh
Stowell, Herbert Jo....... .. berween Sixth and Seventh
Shatuck, Foster..... feeeermeaasaaaan 804 Prairie street
Shattuck, Harriete... .._... e s 804 Prairie street
Tanner, Adaline......... ..... 325 West Madison street
Turner, Triphena................. Logan avenue (O. L.)
‘Timony, Elizabeth.......... .......... 211 First street
Tetlow, Winnie . ... voirveiniirricsrnannns 330 Allen
Taplin, Orvilla.._...... ..o ... 221 Logan avenue
Taplin, Eliza....... feeeseeereeanaeae 221 Logan avenue
Teeple, Sherman.............. 916 East Lincoln avenue
Thrush, Esther, Mrs..... etmee seeaae 415 Allen street
Thrush, Carl....... e cteeseseaeaan 415 Allen street
Teeple, Mary E............... 927 East Lincoln avenue
Vandewalker, Henry M........... 1115 Garfield avenue
Vanbrocklin, Mrs. D...... .. ..... ... ..... north side
Weston, Carrie....ouoneiciiiaieananannan.. 126 Ogden
Warren, Mabel........... .......... 633 Union avenue
Watson, Helen. ..cooonmaneeanaa... 607 Logan avenue
Whitney, Grant C.................. 635 Freemont street
Whitney, Grace.......ccevvenuonnn 635 Freemont streeg
Wyman, Emma...... ... ... ........ 1121 South State
Wyman, Warren............. ....... 1i21 South State
Ward, ROS€ -. .cviniiiineiieeannan b odecneaas
Willard, Ethel........ooiiie ciinea... e
Watts, Willilam, ....... ... 315 West Pleasant street
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Whipple, Annie V... ... o ..., 615 Pearl
‘Webster, Grace F...... ......... ‘WestLincoln avenue
Welsh, Nelliewooooooooonmaan . . .816 Garheld
Woodward, Myrtle.. ... oooooooannn.. Union avenue
Williams, Edna May....... Corner Chicago and Jackson
Yaw,Albert J .. ..., . ...l First street
Young, Florence R. . ...oo. wonun... 317 West Perry
Zinn, Nellie .ovvuvenenenun s 22 Kishwaukee street




The
CENTENNIAL CELEBRATION

of
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The Right Reverend Wallace Edmonds Conklix.lg>
. The Bishop of Chicago

The Institution of the Rector

and
THE CENTENNIAL EUCHARIST

The Rt. Rev. Wallace E. Conkling, S.T.D.
The Bishop of Chicago

The Rev. Frederick B. Wolf
Celebromt

The Rev. John H. Scambler
The Rev. Harold G. Holt
The Rev. Philip L. Shutt

In Procession

Mr. Pcul Abel
The Bishop’s Chaplain

Mr. Allyn Burroughs
Master of Ceremonies

Miss lecnne Low
Organist

PRELUDE AND PROCESSIONAL

INSTITUTION OF THE RECTOR
The Book of Common Prayer ... ... .. . ... ... .. Page 561

SOLEMN PROCESSION
Priest: Let us go forth in peace,
People: In the Name of Christ. Amen.
"Holy God We Praise Thy Name” ... . .. e Hymn 273

»Alleluia, Sing to Jesus” . . oo vom e e e . Hymn 347
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THE PRIESTS OF TRINITY CHURCH

The Rev. Alired Louderback .
The Rev. S. P. BPulired

The Rev. ]. S. McGowan
The Rev. E. B. Tuttle

The Rev. ]. H. Waterbury
The Rev. W. H. Cooper
The Rev. H. Yeator

The Rev. W. H. Eddy

The Rev. J. O'Meara

The Rev. C. A. Cummings
The Rev. 1. S. Mahood

The Rev. A. L. Bumpus

The Rev. Gerald G. Moore
The Rev. Garth Sibbald
The Rev. M. O. Gruber
The Rev. F. H. Burrell

The Rev. W. P. Crossman
The Rev. A. E. Johnstone =
The Rev. ]. H. Scambler

Ny mo’

\ The Rev. ]J. S. Cole
. The Rev. S. E. Johnson
} ' ] The Rev. H. G. Holt

The Rev. R. T. Milligan
The Rev. P. L. Shutt
The Rev. Frederick B. Wolf




HISTORY OF THE PARISH

>

The work of the Church in Belvidere began in the early part of
the 19th century. There are no records today to tell us of the his-
tory of this early work. We know that a Mission was organized
in 1847 and the Church which stands on the corner of North Main
Street and Hurlbut Avenue was built in 1857. It is a picturesque
little building — somewhat in the line of the English Churches. A
few names come down to us of the firsi communicants of this first
attempt to establish the Church. They are: Mr. and Mrs. Albert
Neely, Mrs. Margaret Keith, Mr. M. Hotchkiss, Alma Hotchkiss,
George Dean, Mrs. A. F. Moss, and Mr. and Mrs. George Wil-
liams. In the early days the Mission was very prosperous and
continued so until 1872 when it began to decline — through re-
movals and deaths — and finally services were discontinued. The
priests in charge of the Church pricr to 1872 included the Rev.
Messrs. Alfred Louderback, S. P. Pulfred, I. S. McGowan, E. B.
Tuttle, who founded St. Mark’s Church, Chicago, J. H. Waterbury,
W. H. Cooper, H. Yeator, and W. H. Eddy.

In 1893 the Church was reopened and Dean Peabody conducted
evening services for a year. In 1894, the Rev. . O. O'Meara came
as resident priest. He was followed by the Rev. C. O. Cummings,
who with his family was greatly beloved by the members of the
Mission. During his pastorate the guild house was erected. After
ten years, the Rev. Cummings resigned. During this time, and
after, the mission enjoyed a steady growth.
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Priests from then on included the Rev. Messrs. J. S. Mahood,
1906, A. L. Bumpus, 1908, Gerald G. Moore, 1912, Garth Sibbald,
1817, M. O. Gruber, 1921, F. H. Burrell, 1922, W. P. Crossman,
1923, A. E. Johnstone, 1926, . H. Scambler, 1928, J. S. Cole, 1932,
S. E. Johnson, 1933, H. G. Holt, 1936, R. T. Milligan, 1941, P. L.
Shutt, 1943, and the present Rector, the Rev. Frederick B. Wolf.

This brief outline of the history of Trinity Church, Belvidere,
would not be complete without menticning St. Margaret's Guild.
For many years the women of this Guild gave generously of their
time, strength and funds to carrv on the work of the Church. To-
day St. Mary's Guild and St. Cecilia’s Guild, and the Altar Guild

‘are all prominently identified with the work of the Church.

A recent Guild, formed in the last few months and named for
the carpenter St. Joseph, has done yeoman service in getting the
Church ready for the Centennial celebration.

A very fine pipe organ was given io the Church by Mrs. Gus-
tavus F. Swift of Chicago. The dedication of this organ took place
May 29, 1947. Funds for its installation were given by members
and friends of Trinity Church.

The mission, one hundred years old, just recently became a
parish and was admitted to parochicl status at the last Diocesan
Convention. The wardens and vestrymen elected to serve were:
Mr. Harry Perkins and Mr. Clarence Darmon as wardens, and Mr.
Clarence Whitehead, Mr. Alfred Jchnson, Mr. Edward James, Mr.
Robert T. Jury, Mr. Myron Perkms and Mr. Charles Burroughs as

vestrymen.
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