
 
Friends of the Cherry Valley Library Minutes  

   
Date:  Feb. 13, 2014 - 6:45 p.m. 
 
Place: Cherry Valley District Library, 755 East State Street, Cherry Valley, IL 61016 
 
Called to Order: Wendy Owano, president, called the meeting to order at  6:45 P.M. 
 
Members Present: Jay Baker, Deb Okeson, Kris Olson, Wendy Owano, Marilyn Rothermel, 
JoAnn Sandman, Jan Simone, Suzie Stilwell.  
 
Also Present: Eve Kirk 
 
Roll Call: A quorum was established. 
 
Agenda: 
President Wendy Owano asked for any additions or changes to the agenda.  Hearing none, the 
meeting proceeded. 
 
Secretary’s Report 
Jay Baker motioned to approve the minutes from the Nov. 21st, 2013 Friends’ meeting. 
Deb Okeson seconded the motion. 
Carried 8 aye and 0 nay. 
 
Treasurer’s Report 
Jan Simone motioned to approve the financial report. 
Kris Olson seconded the motion. 
Carried 8 aye and 0 nay.  
 
 
Library Director’s Report 
Mini-golf in the library, the second annual “fun”- raising event to be held Feb. 22nd (Sat.) and 
23rd (Sun.) 2014, is moving along.  Prospective “hole” sponsors have come through for 9 holes, 
the 10th hole concessions has been underwritten once again by Schnucks of Cherry Valley and 
local businesses have been contacted for coupons and baskets for the accompanying silent 
auction.  Volunteers are needed during the event which has expanded with 3 additional hours on 
Sunday afternoon.  As always, Eve bemoaned the fact that P.S.A. advertising is difficult in the 
“greater Rockford” market.  
 
Eve asked the Friends what they thought of the Little Free Library idea, the movement of 
dollhouse-sized libraries mounted on mailbox-like posts and set within neighborhoods for a 
“borrow one, donate one” record-less reading/library approach.  Everyone seemed to be in favor 
of pursuing the idea.  Eve will contact John Hooker, construction manager and carpenter who 
grew up in Cherry Valley, to see if he would build one and how much it might cost.  The library 
could advertise for a volunteer site within the library district through the next newsletter, 
especially a neighborhood that is not close to the library.  Fran and a volunteer could supply 
books when needed to supplement the mini-library, which would also serve as library 
advertising. 
 



A MarchMADness book sale sign-up sheet for volunteers was passed around.  Eve mentioned 
that this go round, she will also be looking for daily volunteer “book straighteners” to help 
maintain a neat book sale. 
 
Bookbags 
No decision had been made yet, but soon. 
 
Long Range Planning: Parking Lot Progress 
Preliminary pictures and plans for the parking lot were passed around.  Again, the goal is for 
parking lot construction to commence in early August.  Funds from minigolf and book sales will 
help fund the project.  
 
Membership “stuffing” 
Eve wrote and Benthe printed a Friends’ “annual report” based on one developed by the Friends 
of the South Pasadena Library.  The concept is to pull together one newsletter which details the 
names of those that serve, volunteer, or donate funds to improve the library above and beyond 
what property taxes provide.  At the next meeting, Friends can evaluate whether this is a 
worthwhile approach to developing more interest in and support for these activities. 
 
Adjournment 
Members adjourned by acclamation at 7:55 p.m. 
 
Next Meeting  [May 15, 2014, 6:45 p.m.]  
 (rescheduled to June 12, 2014 due to attendance issues.  E.K.) 
 


