
 
 Friends of the Cherry Valley Library Minutes  
 

Date:  February 21, 2017 
 
Place: Cherry Valley District Library, 755 East State Street, Cherry Valley, IL 61016 
 
The 2016 Annual Report and 2017 Membership Campaign items were folded and readied for 
mailing throughout the meeting. 
 
Called to Order: Deb Okeson, president, called the meeting to order at 6:45 P.M. 
 
Members Present: Jan Simone, Jean Boucha, Deb Okeson, Beckie Dzik, Jeanette Moore, and 
Marilyn Rothermel  
 
Also Present: Jane Lenser 
 
Agenda 

Jeanette motioned to approve the agenda. The motion was seconded and passed. 
 
Secretary’s Report 
    Jan motioned to approve the minutes from the November 10, 2016 meeting. The motion 
was seconded and passed.  
 
Treasurer’s Report 
 Jean motioned to approve the financial report. The motion was seconded and passed. 
Jeanette motioned to transfer $3,500 from the checking account to the Community Foundation of 
Northern Illinois and $3,600 to the Auxiliary Money Market Account. The motion was seconded 
and passed.  
 
Library Director’s Report 

Old Business 
Jane reported that the Barnes & Noble book sale on Dec. 15th earned $2,485 in profits. The 

“Cook’s Night Off!” fundraiser at Granite City on Feb. 12th brought in $525. Jane pointed out the 
fundraising summary for 2016 on the Friends’ annual report.  

The Bus Trip to the Fireside Theater on June 10th is scheduled and will cost $87.00. 
Payment and a signed waiver are required to reserve your bus seat. 

Jim Hirsch painted the tops of the donated tables in the Woodside Room. They may not 
hold up with heavy wear, but it was cheap and looks nice for now. 

 
New Business 
Jane wondered if the Friends would be interested in updating their logo. Jaymee Fedor, a 

circulation clerk, is a talented artist and drew up a few possible ideas. The group especially like 
the samples that incorporated the smiling cherry head so Jane will ask Jaymee to work that in to 
all of the choices. 

“Mini-Golf in the Library and Silent Auction” is coming up on Feb. 25-26th. A few more 
volunteers are needed. Lots of silent auction items will be offered. 

The next “Cook’s Night Off!” fundraiser will be at Potbelly Sandwich Shop on Fri., April 
7th from 4:00-8:00pm. No voucher is needed. Potbelly’s will donated 25% of all sales to the 
Friends. 



The Spring Fling book sale will take place on May 6-21. Helpers will be needed for the 
first and last weekends of the sale. 

A possible art silent auction was discussed in conjunction with a costume 
jewelry/accessories sale. Donations would be solicited for items to sell and the plan would be to 
just hold one of these events and not make it an annual thing. Jane will investigate a fall date. The 
possibility of serving liquor at a Friends’ event was discussed. Jane will do some further checking.  

The pros and cons of a “Thirty-One” online sale with 20% of the profits being donated to 
the Friends was discussed.  It was decided to move forward with it. Jane will find out if items could 
be delivered to the library. 

Partnering with the Cherry Valley Area Men’s Association and/or the Recreation 
Committee from the village is a possibility if the Friends would like to pursue a fundraiser with 
the Rockford Rivets Baseball Team. The organizations would sell tickets to a specific baseball 
game for $20 and make $5 on each ticket. Jane will see if the other groups are interested in 
cooperating to hold a Cherry Valley Night at a game this summer. 

An idea being discussed is the possibility of putting an outdoor book return near the 
sidewalk at the new elementary school off of Perryville that will be opening in the fall of 2018. If 
this moves forward, Jane may ask the Friends to pay for it. Book returns are very sturdy, but 
expensive. An estimate of $7,000-$10,000 was given. The library already has a book return at the 
Blackhawk Fire Station on Blackhawk Road and the area residents find it very convenient to return 
their items there. 

Jane described some customizable book-shaped air fresheners that might be cute to sell or 
as a giveaway if the need arose. The coasters that we gave out at local bars are also very nice. 
 
Adjournment 
 
 
 
Next Meeting –Tues., April 18th at 6:45 in the Large Meeting Room  


